WAHPETON CITY COUNCIL MEETING
March 1, 2010

Present:  Mayor Sturdevant, DeVries, Bajumpaa, Wateland, Hansey, Bertsch, Mitskog, and Bohn.
Absent:  Schmidt.
Also Present:  Huwe, Lies, Nelson, Thorsteinson, Priebe, MacIver, and Appell.  
Planning Commission Members:  DeVillers, Keogh, Mumm, Eberhardt, Bertsch, and Hansey.
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order 5:07pm.

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the February 16, 2010 City Council minutes.  Motion carried.
PUBLIC HEARING-Proposed Zoning Ordinance Business District Special Exceptions_Schools
Planning Commission President DeVillers called the Planning Commission Meeting to order.  Mayor Sturdevant asked if there is anyone present to protest the Ordinance; hearing none Mayor asked Huwe if any written protests had been received there are none.  Motion by Mumm, seconded by Keogh to recommend approval of Ordinance 926 amending Chapter 16-800 Business Districts Special Exceptions-Schools.  Motion carried all voting aye.  
Councilmember Wateland offered first reading of the following Ordinance:
ORDINANCE NO. 926

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 16-800

BUSINESS DISTRICTS SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS – SCHOOLS

Motion by Keogh, seconded by Mumm to adjourn the Planning Commission Meeting at 5:10pm.
Bid Opening North Central Streets

Nelson read the bids received for the North Central Area Streets Rehabilitation Project and asked for referral to the Public Works Public Safety Committee.    Mayor will refer this item to Public Work Public Safety Committee.
Council member Bertsch offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 3421
EMERGENCY DECLARATION

OF

MARCH 1, 2010

The motion of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Council member Hansey, Motion Passed 7-0.
REPORTS
FINANCE DIRECTOR/AUDITOR HUWE- Huwe asked for approval for any site authorizations or games of chance permits presented.

Council member Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

Richland Wilkin Ladies Ag Night
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by DeVries.

Council member Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

Humane Society of Richland/Wilkin County

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Bajumpaa.
Council member Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption:

Zonta Club of Breckenridge-Wahpeton

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Bohn.

Council member Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption:

Richard Kurowski Benefit

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by DeVries.

Council member DeVries offered the following and moved its adoption:

Breckenridge Education Foundation

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Mitskog.
Council member DeVries offered the following and moved its adoption:

Southern Valley Figure Skating Club

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Bertsch.
City Council Retreat 

Huwe reported the outcome of the retreat was the establishment of short term goals for 2010 as follows:   Adoption of the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP), initiation of a housing development plan and incentives, the development of a Dakota Avenue Care and Maintenance program, and increasing awareness of community amenities.  Huwe stated the goals will be assigned to the Leadership Team members for action plans for implementation.

NDLC March Madness 
Huwe reported that the North Dakota League of Cities is hosting March Madness in Bismarck on March 23-24 and the City has rooms blocked.  Huwe asked that anyone interested in attending notify her.
Public Information Meeting

Huwe reminded everyone of the Public Information Meeting tonight at the Wahpeton Community Center at 7pm with regard to preparations for potential spring flooding.

2009 Audit

Huwe stated that the North Dakota State Auditor’s Office will be onsite the week of April 5th to conduct the 2009 Audit.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE
Priebe asked for referral of the Main Street Loan Program to the Finance Committee.  Mayor will refer this item to the Finance Committee.

Renaissance Zone Contact

Priebe reported that Gordon LaFrance is no longer the contact person for Renaissance Zone at the State level.  There are two individuals that have been hired to take his place one for each side of the State with Zachary Weis handling the eastern part of North Dakota.

Community Marketing Meetings 
Priebe reported that the Community Marketing Meeting is Monday, March 8th.  

City Owned Vacant Lots

Priebe stated that a master list of City owned vacant lots needs to be compiled and assigned to realtors for marketing.  Priebe would also like to work with realtors on the NSP Project.
Housing Study

Priebe reported that the Housing Study RFP was due today and five were received.   The Mayor will be appointing an Ad Hoc Committee to review the consultants that submitted an RFP.  

2009 Summary of Activities

Priebe gave the City Council the 2009 Summary of Activities.

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON

Nelson requested permission to advertise for bids for a seal coat project at various locations with a cost estimate of $120,000.  Motion by Hansey, seconded by Bertsch to approve the advertisement of bids for the seal coat project with a cost estimate of $120,000.  Motion carried.
Nelson requested referral to Public Works Public Safety Committee the amendment to the professional services agreement with Interstate Engineering for the Dakota Avenue Reconstruction Project.  Mayor will refer this item to the Public Works Public Safety Committee.
Spring Flood Update

Nelson reported the spring flood preparations have little or no change since his last report.  Nelson stated that the National Weather Service will have an updated report on Friday.  The City will continue to meet with various flood fighting partners.  Nelson met with suppliers to reserve portable pumps and plans are in place to construct temporary levees in the golf course.  Nelson stated that planning and organizing have begun for assisting City residents with overland flooding and water getting into window wells, garages, etc.  

Hansey reported that the building on the south side of 4th Avenue off 8th Street South will be used for sand bagging.  Hansey will set up a temporary roster and assignment of responsibilities. Wateland will obtain volunteers to fill sandbags and operators for the heavy equipment in the building.  Schmidt will operate the sand bagger and provide a list to Wateland of personnel to assist with sand bagging.  DeVries will work with Darcie on public service announcements and Hansey will work under the Mayor and the Public Works Director and will keep the roster of hours worked.  Hansey would like the flood preparation on the Public Works Public Safety agenda for the next meeting “sandbag central”.  Nelson reported once everything is finalized there will be a number to call and locations for sandbags.  Nelson stated there are discussions with the County and more detail will be given at the public meeting tonight.  
Sump Pump Discharge

Nelson reminded property owners discharging sump pumps into the sanitary sewer that the permit expires on March 15, 2010.  Nelson explained that flows from sump pumps into the sanitary sewer add to issues with the spring thaw and precipitation.
Housing Study Ad-Hoc Committee
Mayor Sturdevant appointed the Ad Hoc Committee for the housing study RFP review:  Jane Priebe, Becky Snyder, Barb Bang, Donna Keogh, Alisa Mitskog, Guy Miller, and Brenda Woytassek,  Ex-Officio members:  Mayor Barth, Mayor Sturdevant, Bev Wilson, and Darcie Huwe.
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee Report
Bohn gave the Finance/Personnel Committee report from the meeting held on February 22, 2010.  Motion by Bohn, seconded by DeVries to approve the Absolute Marketing contract for services up to $25,000 with changes as recommended by the City Attorney.  Motion carried.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the 60 day extension of the One24 development agreement.  Motion carried.
Public Works Public Safety Committee Report
Hansey stated there is no formal report.

Zoning Ordinance Change
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Bertsch to approve the hearing to be held jointly with the Planning Commission and City Council on April 5, 2010.  Motion carried.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

a.
NDIRF Participator www.ndirf.com

b.
The Source AE2S Newsletter  www.ae2s.com

c.
State Board of Higher Ed Update www.ndus.edu

d.
Certificate of Appreciation from Richland County Community Service

Motion by Bertsch, seconded by Mitskog to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried.

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled:
a. Finance Cmt.  Mar. 8th, 12:00 p.m.

b. PW/PS Cmt Mar. 9th, 5:00 p.m
Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn at 5:45pm.
________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

________________________________

Angie Appell, Finance Assistant
