City of Wahpeton Minutes

April 16, 2001

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 16th day of April, 2001, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following member were absent:  None. 

Officers present: City Administrator, Public Works Director, Police Chief, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held April 2, 2001.  Motion carried.

The City Auditor presented an affidavit showing publication in the official newspaper of the City of the Resolution adopted March 5, 2001, entitled, “Resolution Declaring Necessity of an Improvement in Street Improvement District 2-1-01, Property Area B, which affidavit was examined, found satisfactory and directed to be placed on file in the office of the City Auditor.  The first publication of said Resolution having taken place on the 15th day of March, 2001, as shown by said affidavit, the  Mayor directed the City Auditor to present all written protests against the making of said improvement which had been filed in his office within the period of 30 days from and after such first publication, in accordance with the provisions of Section 40-22-17 of the North Dakota Century Code, as amended.  The City Auditor reported no protests were filed.  All other persons present affected by the proposed improvement as property owners or otherwise were then afforded opportunity to be heard by the Council as to the necessity and desirability of making said improvement as described in said Resolution.  No one attended in opposition.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3105
RESOLUTION DETERMINING INSUFFICIENCY OF PROTEST

AGAINST STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-01

PROPERTY AREA B

(DOWNTOWN STREETS)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  The Resolution was then declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor. 

The City Administrator distributed copies of a letter from the United States Department of Commerce containing Planned Release Dates of Census 2000 Data Products.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-603

MINN-KOTA [PHEASANTS FOREVER

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-605

BRECKENRIDGE CHAMBER AMBASSADORS

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-606

LUCY HERRICK BENEFIT

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Hansey, to approve the 7/01/2001-6/30/2002 Games of Chance Site Authorization for Three Rivers Gymnastics at Prante’s 1605 11th St. North. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The City Auditor presented a Special Event Liquor Permit Application from Barry Pausch of Oasis, Inc., for President Sharon Hart’s inauguration at the NDSCS Student Center on April 27th. He said the off-premises insurance has been applied for and suggested approval…but that issuance would be delayed until the insurance document is presented.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the April 27, 2001 Special Liquor Permit for Barry Pausch/Oasis Inc., subject to receipt of the required proof of insurance for the NDSCS President’s inauguration at the Student Center. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The City Auditor reported he had been out of state over the week-end and had occasion to read reports of Red River Valley flooding in the Chicago Tribune and Davenport, Iowa’s Quad City Times.  He displayed the papers and observed that Public Works Director, Jerry Lein, was quoted in each.  

Assessor’s Assistant Jaci Fritz reported the Board of Equalization will meet immediately following the City Council meeting.  

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tollefson, to approve the recommendation of the Public Works Director to amend the City’s contract with Otter Tail Power Company by adding an MV6 Street Light east of 70 3rd Avenue North at a monthly charge of $5.84. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Two letters were received from the Wahpeton Mayor’s Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities.  The first thanked City Officials for their individual contributions for the Board-sponsored, Richland School District #44’s $500.00 Scholarship in memory of long-time Boardmember Gene Berg.  The second requested guidelines for money reserved for Board usage which is received from fines levied for handicapped parking zone violations.  Mayor Schmitz asked the City Attorney to conduct a review and determine parameters. 

A letter was received from Sandra Meide urging retention of Waste Removal Performance Bond levels.  The letter concerned the request from Metro Disposal about the possibility of reducing the required $250,000.00 performance bond.  Councilmember Christensen said the letter will be considered during Public Works Committee discussions.

Copies of a letter received from the Wahpeton Area Chamber of Commerce, dated April 12, 2001, were distributed to the Mayor and each Councilmember.   The letter stated there was a unanimous vote of the Chamber Directors supporting the recreational amenities being proposed to the levee system for the protection of the City of Wahpeton. 

Councilmember Meyer reported for the Finance & Economic Development Commission.  He said the Committee reviewed a letter received from Jerry Meide proposing payment of delinquent T.I.F. property taxes upon receipt of sales of property in Ellendale and Wahpeton.  Mr. Meyer said the Committee agreed that the City doesn’t care where the payments come from…only that the delinquencies must be taken care of by the end of the year or the funds will be obtained through the personal guarantees agreement.  

Chairman Meyer reported Irv Rustad of Lake Agassiz Council and Deb Wunderlich of NDTA Property Management attended the Finance Committee meeting on April 10th and submitted information regarding proposed construction of a 24-plex Senior Congregate Independent Living Apartment Building.  He said the structure would be located in south Wahpeton on the former Rich Park property west of the National Guard Armory.  Mr. Meyer said the developers are requesting a T.I.F. abatement which requires no guarantee of bond payments by the City of Wahpeton.  He reported the Committee agreed to support the proposal as the value of the new construction would cause the abatement to be retired in about 5 years.  Administrator Kessel reported the developers have commitments for lease of 80% of the units, plan to break ground this summer, and have the apartments ready for occupancy next summer.  Answering a question from the Council, Attorney Lies said he would have to review the sequence for T.I.F. public hearings, etc, but that the Council could consider a motion subject to his findings.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Hansey, to authorize commencement of the process for determining whether or not a T.I.F. abatement should be granted for the proposed construction of a 24-plex Congregate Independent Living Apartment Building on the former Rich Park property. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Finance Committee Chairman said Economic Development Coordinator Jane Priebe has discussed reactivation of Revolving Loan Fund Housing Rehab Loans.  He said Ms. Priebe was asked to draft a detailed proposal and to bring it back to the Committee for review.

Mr. Meyer completed his report by stating the Committee will begin reviewing City Census figures once block-by-block totals are received.

Personnel & Public Safety Committee Chairman Loberg reported the group’s meeting was postponed and assignments have been continued.

Public Works Committee Chairman Christensen reported he postponed the Committee’s meeting and assignments have been continued.

Flood Committee Chairman Sturdevant asked the Public Works Director for a report on completed flood control measures, the current situation, and an outlook for the remaining term of the crises.

Public Works Director Lein said the Committee has received updates during its regular meetings so he didn’t want to rehash those discussions.  He said it appears the crest may have passed.  It was at 16.97’,  which was quite significant, and rates as the 4th highest crest over the 104 years of existing records.  Mr. Lein reminded the Council that the weather bureau supplied percentage chances for various river levels and, thankfully, the crest was below the level prepared for.   Mr. Lein said the temporary levees will be left in place except for roadway and drainage areas.  Answering a question from the Council, the Public Works Director observed that the construction of the temporary levees wouldn’t qualify for certification specifications although the materials may be utilized when the permanent levee is constructed.  He said all of the material will be removed from 11th Avenue South.  Director Lein then acknowledged and described the assistance received from the Mayor, Councilmembers, City employees, equipment operators and all others who efficiently performed their duties without hesitation.  He said everyone is to be complimented on a job well done.      

Mayor Schmitz echoed the Director’s observations.  He also expressed appreciation of work performed by Fire Department personnel. 

Councilmember Hansey observed that expressions of recognition are omitting the name of Jerry Lein who deserves most of the credit for the flood prevention operation.  

Councilmember Sturdevant said he observed the cooperation of everyone while he and other Councilmembers were at the “command center” in the south side shop.  He agreed that everyone, including the volunteers from all over, are to be commended for their great work.

Councilmember Beyer said the performance of the young people of the high schools and college should be recognized once the Flood Committee meets again…and that the recognition should be printed in their newspapers.  

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve the following report:  MAR Municipal Court. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
Noon
Tuesday

04/17/2001


            





* PUBLIC WORKS 

Noon
Tuesday

04/24/2001



* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 
“Wrap-up”  meeting will be scheduled at a convenient time 

* FINANCE & ECON DEV       
  Not scheduled


Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________








Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

               Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






