City of Wahpeton Minutes

March 19, 2001

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 19th day of March, 2001, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following member was absent:  Councilmember Warren D. Meyer.

Officers present:  City Administrator, Public Works Director, Police Chief, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Beyer, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held March 5, 2001.  Motion carried.

The City Auditor presented an affidavit showing publication in the official newspaper of the City of the Resolution adopted February 5, 2001, entitled, “Resolution Declaring Necessity of an Improvement in Street Improvement District 2-1-01, Property Area A, which affidavit was examined, found satisfactory and directed to be placed on file in the office of the City Auditor.  The first publication of said Resolution having taken place on the 14th day of February, 2001, as shown by said affidavit, the  Mayor directed the City Auditor to present all written protests against the making of said improvement which had been filed in his office within the period of 30 days from and after such first publication, in accordance with the provisions of Section 40-22-17 of the North Dakota Century Code, as amended.  The City Auditor reported that the only protest so filed was that signed by the following person claiming to be the owner of the property described:

Name of Person Protesting




Description of Property Owned
Gabe Hermes / Richland County Abstract Co.

North ½ of Lots 1, 2, & 3, Block 17 Original Townsite

The protest were presented to and examined and considered by the Council.  The signer of the protest and all other persons present affected by the proposed improvement as property owners or otherwise were then afforded opportunity to be heard by the Council as to the necessity and desirability of making said improvement as described in said Resolution.  No one attended in opposition.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3099
RESOLUTION DETERMINING INSUFFICIENCY OF PROTEST

AGAINST STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-01

(PROPERTY AREA A)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  The Resolution was then declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor. 

The City Administrator reported Comprehensive Development Plan Consultant, Mort Mazaheri, has submitted a letter offering his profession service for revision of the City’s Zoning Ordinances.  Mr. Kessel said the Planning Commission will be meeting to consider the offer.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-601

DELTA EPSILON CHI (DECA) 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-602

RICHLAND SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor presented an application from NDSCS Wildcat Athletics requesting approval of a Wahpeton Lions Club-sponsored Circus for Blikre Activities Center on April 16th.  Mr. Anderson reported the proof of insurance has also been received and he recommended approval.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Hansey, to approve a Circus License for NDSCS Wildcat Athletics/Wahpeton Lions Club for the Jose Cole Circus at Blikre Activities Center on April 16, 2001.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Public Works Director presented Plans and Specifications for Areas A and B of Street Improvement Project 2-1-01.  With Council approval of remaining Resolutions, Mr. Lein said,  bids for both areas will be requested and will be opened on April 16, 2001 at 2:00 p.m.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3100
RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN

STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-01

PROPERTY AREA A (4th Street South Parking Lot)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor. 

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3101
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PUBLICATION OF ADVERTISEMENT

FOR BIDS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF AN IMPROVEMENT IN

STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-01

PROPERTY AREA A (4th Street South Parking Lot)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor. 

Councilmember Hansey offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3102
RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN

STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-01

PROPERTY AREA B (Downtown Streets)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor. 

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3103
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PUBLICATION OF ADVERTISEMENT

FOR BIDS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF AN IMPROVEMENT IN

STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-01

PROPERTY AREA B (Downtown Streets)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor. 

The Public Works Director said his department has been reviewing the possible need of a feasibility study to determine needs and location of an additional water storage reservoir. Director Lein said cost for the study was approved as part of the 2001 Water Operating Fund budget and he and the Public Works Committee now feel it is time to contract with Interstate Engineering to complete the study.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to approve a contract with Interstate Engineering for completion of a feasibility study regarding the need and location of an additional water storage reservoir. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Director Lein reported updated National Weather Service forecasts will be received tomorrow on estimated river levels and flood predictions for the Red River Basin.  He said the new reporting system lists percentage chances of reaching certain levels…and the latest report leads him to believe the probability is for more-than-moderate flooding.  Because of this, Mr. Lein said, he recommends the City secure Corps of Engineers assistance to rebuild temporary levees to 1997 levels, secure pumps, sandbags, and other materials.  He said the request will go to Richland County which forwards the same to the State Disaster Emergency Department.  Mr. Lein said the State then completes the steps to arrange for Corps help to begin levee reconstruction on Monday, March 26th.  The Director noted that because portions of 1997 levees still exist, complete reconstruction should take about five days.  

Councilmember Hansey offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3104
RESOLUTION REQUESTING ASSISTANCE IN FLOOD EMERGENCY

PREPARATION AND IN FLOOD FIGHTING AND RESCUE OPERATIONS

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor. 

Councilmember Sturdevant reported the Flood Committee is now meeting weekly and is continuing to work on required preparations for flood prevention.  He said the next meeting is at noon tomorrow. 

Director Lein said thawing temperatures will cause alley restrictions to be applied beginning March 26th.  He said all residents will be made aware that garbage receptacles must be moved from alleys as all solid waste will be picked up curbside beginning next week.

Police Chief Lotzer reported that, because of the weather conditions, he has removed overnight parking restrictions on streets and avenues effective immediately.

Councilmember Loberg reported for the Economic Development Coordinator.  He said Ms. Priebe had submitted a proposal at the March 14th Finance Committee meeting  to extend the time period for reserving sales tax funds dedicated for Imation expansion.  He said Ms. Priebe had revealed the Wahpeton Community Development Corporation has been in contact with Imation officials and finds there has been no decision on expansion to date.  Mr. Loberg said the Committee agreed to Ms. Priebe’s request for an extension until September in order to give Imation officials a little more time.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Christensen, to suspend the rules and allow action on a motion to extend the date of reserved sales tax funds, a matter which does not appear on the agenda. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Schmidt, to extend until September 1, 2001, the $1.2 million of sales tax funds reserved for the Imation expansion project. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The City Attorney reported all parties have now endorsed the Lagoon Gate Agreement and the document is being circulated for signatures.

Mayor Schmitz reported the North Dakota State College of Science Alumni Foundation will be holding its annual auction on Friday, March 30, 2001.  He noted that the event, entitled “Directing Resources to Educate And Mentor Students, “ is a worthwhile cause and deserves support.  Mayor Schmitz then  proclaimed the week of March 26-30 as NDSCS DREAM$ Week.

Councilmember Loberg reported for the Personnel & Public Safety Committee.  He and the City Attorney stated the City Council had, on .February 20th, voted to terminate the current Law Enforcement Center Agreement, and, following extensive review, the Personnel & Finance Committees have settled on the language for a proposed new agreement with Richland County for cost sharing of LEC Communications Center operation and costs.  They observed the City has agreed to share in 50% of the Communication Center’s 2001 operational cost and the (monthly $10,288.83) funding for the remainder of the current year will be honored even though other sections of the new agreement would begin on the date of its execution by both parties.  The Personnel Committee Chairman said  the new agreement (among other things) would require cost sharing to be negotiated and agreed upon every year during the budget formulation period.  With approval by the City Council, Mr. Loberg said, the proposed Agreement will be forwarded to the Richland County Commission for its review.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the proposed LEC Communications Service Agreement and forward the same to Richland County. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Beyer reported for the Finance & Economic Development Committee regarding the request for a $200 City contribution to help establish a scholarship fund to honor the memory of Gene Berg, a long-term member of the Mayor’s Committee for Employment of People with Disabilities.  Mr. Beyer said the City Attorney had pointed out that State Law prohibits such a contribution from public funds so it was agreed to follow Councilmember Hansey’s suggestion for personal contributions.  Councilmember Beyer reported individual Councilmembers and City Hall personnel have been contributing $25, each, towards the cause.

Councilmember Christensen reported that the Economic Development Coordinator had reminded the Finance Committee that the Committee had earlier agreed to propose the City supply a lot in NorthPark Addition for the Habitat for Humanity house building project…but that the recommendation hadn’t been carried to the City Council.  Mr. Christensen said the Committee agreed the transaction should probably be completed without any further delay as the house is nearing completion.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the recommendation of the Finance & Economic Development Committee for the City to supply a municipal deed to Habitat for Humanity for Lot 27, Block 3, NorthPark Addition. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Christensen reported for the Public Works Committee.  He said the Committee reviewed the history of cost sharing for unique street improvement projects.  Mr. Christensen stated the Committee agreed that Area B of the 2-1-01 Improvement Project (3rd, 4th and 5th Streets South between Dakota Avenue & the railroad tracks) should be considered for some contribution through the Special Street Maintenance Fund.  Mr. Christensen reported the Committee recommends a $20,000 injection.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to contribute $20,000 of Special Street Maintenance Funds to be applied to the construction costs for Property Area B of 2-1-01 Special Improvement Project. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 
Noon

03/20/2001 

* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
Not scheduled



            





* FINANCE & ECON DEV       
Not scheduled



* PUBLIC WORKS 

Not scheduled



Motion by Christensen, seconded by Loberg, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________








Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

               Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






