City of Wahpeton Minutes

AUGUST 6, 2001
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 6th day of August, 2001, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Meryl T. Hansey, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following members were absent:  Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Richard A. Loberg.

Officers present: City Administrator, Police Chief, Public Works Director, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held July 16, 2001.  Motion carried.

Noting a number of interested persons in attendance, Mayor Schmitz asked that the TIF Abatement matter be taken up at the beginning of the meeting.  (A public hearing had been held before the City Council on July 16, 2001, regarding the request by Lake Agassiz Housing Corporation for a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Abatement for a project to construct a 24-unit Senior Congregate Housing Apartment Complex on Block 45, Rich’s Reserve Addition directly west of the Wahpeton Armory.  As recommended at the July 16th meeting, the Councilmembers had been allowed extra time to  review the pro and con testimony offered that evening.)

Councilmember Meyer reported for the Finance & Economic Development Committee.  The minutes of the Committee meeting of July 30th,  containing reports of discussion of several issues, had been mailed to each Councilmember. The minutes noted that there was general agreement that the project is beneficial to the City over-all.  Mr. Meyer said the Committee agreed that the Council should consider a motion to approve a Tax Increment Abatement for $150,000.00 or five years, whichever runs out first, with zero percent interest as requested by Lake Agassiz Housing Corporation to construct the 24-unit Senior Congregate Housing Apartment Complex.

Councilmember Meyer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO 3111

RESOLUTION APPROVING TAX EXEMPTION TO LAKE AGASSIZ

HOUSING COOPERATION AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR AND

CITY AUDITOR TO EXECUTE AGREEMENT

The motion for adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen.

Councilmember Hansey reported he has visited with several apartment building owners about the proposed abatement for the project.  He said he understands it is a very difficult situation and appreciates all of the comments offered.  Mr. Hansey said he took the owners’ comments into account but still favors the project as recommended.  Noting Irv Rustad of Lake Agassiz Housing Corporation was in attendance, Mr. Hansey asked Mr. Rustad if Lake Agassiz has ever sold any of the units it has constructed in the past.  Mr. Rustad said none had been sold.

Upon vote taken on the motion to adopt Resolution No. 3111, the following voted in favor:  Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Sturdevant; and the following voted against:  Tollefson.  Whereupon Mayor Schmitz declared the Resolution adopted on a vote of 5 in favor and 1 opposed.  The Resolution was then signed by the Mayor which was attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Administrator reported he has determined that the Citizens of Wahpeton will be better served by a certified, full-time “in house” City Assessor.  Mr. Kessel recommended approval of the position at Pay Grade F.  Councilmember Hansey questioned why the recommended Grade is 2 higher than the Grade (H) adopted following the Hay study.  Mr. Kessel said the goal is to secure a person who will be state certified when hired which will save the City time and money.  Mr. Hansey then asked why, when two candidates for full-time Assessor were interviewed a while back, neither was hired.  Councilmember Sturdevant said at the time the Council felt it was better to contract with Mitch Marcusson.  Councilmember Meyer said it was about the time that Mr. Kessel was hired and he was asked to study the situation and make a recommendation.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve Pay Grade F  for a certified City Assessor.

Councilmember Hansey said he didn’t agree with the recommendation for a 2-Grade increase from the adopted Hay Pay Plan.  He said the Grades were supposed to be competitive with salaries for like positions in the area.

Upon vote on the motion to approve the City Assessor’s Grade as Pay Grade F, the following voted aye:  Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  Hansey.  Mayor Schmitz declared the motion adopted on a vote of 5 in favor and 1 opposed.

Administrator Kessel reported 74% of the Library’s budget is paid through property tax but the Library is not under City Council control.  He noted that he has been meeting with the Library Board and it has been agreed to recommend an Ordinance to treat the Library as a City Department.  Mr. Kessel said the two full-time employees would be part of the City’s Pay Structure, including all benefits, which will result in additional expenditure.  He said the Library Board would continue to direct day-by-day matters and make recommendations to the City Council….the City Council would have the final say on budgets and personnel.  Mr. Kessel reported copies of a suggested Ordinance had been supplied with agendas and suggested first reading could be offered tonight with second reading offered following further study of the proposal. 

Councilman Sturdevant offered first reading of the following Ordinance:
ORDINANCE NO. 830
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC LIBRARY,

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, GENERAL POWERS AND

DUTIES OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The City Administrator reported he has received a copy of a memo from Police Sergeant Dan Nordick to Chief Lotzer in which Mr. Nordick commends Officers Bill Straus and John Boelke for excellent performance of their jobs during the shotgun episode of July 20th and 21st.  Mr. Kessel read the report and stated Sergeant Nordick should also be complimented.  Police Chief Lotzer reported Sergeant Nordick has received a letter recognizing his performance.

Mr. Kessel noted that the North Dakota League of Cities annual conference is in Fargo September 27-29.  He said the City has reserved a limited number of rooms and those wishing to attend should contact Carla Broadland as soon as possible.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-614
WAHPETON ROTARY CLUB

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-615
THE LEACH HOME

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Sturdevant, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Tollefson, to approve a Special Off-premises Liquor License to POETS for the High School Reunion at Chahinkapa Park’s Hughes Shelter on the evening of August 10, 2001.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The City Auditor recommended renewal of the 2-year contract for the State Tax Department to collect and distribute the City’s local Sales Tax.  He said the contract has been renewed several times since 1991 and will pay the State $35 for each of the 315 local retail sales permits in the Wahpeton.  The contract notes that, until the administration fee is paid in full, the State will withhold 2% of the monthly amount remitted to the City.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt, to authorize execution of the “CONTRACT FOR COLLECTION OF CITY SALES AND USE TAXES” with the Office of State Tax Commissioner.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Auditor noted preliminary figures for the 2002 City Budget have been received from Departments.  He said the next step is for meetings with Department Heads prior to submitting the actual preliminary budget to the Finance Committee.  The Auditor observed that a large part of the income is from non-property tax sources, including Franchise Fees.  He said the natural gas and electrical franchise fees have been renewed by Resolution annually and are currently due to expire in February 2002.  The Cable TV Franchise doesn’t expire until July 15, 2004, the Auditor said, but a letter has been received from Midcontinent Communications requesting commencement of the formal renewal procedure.  Attorney Lies said the renewal process is required by Federal Law.  Mayor Schmitz assigned the duty to the Public Works Committee.

Councilmember Hansey said there is a large multi-state baseball (Midwest Plains Regional 13-Year-Old Babe Ruth) tournament going on in town and he hasn’t seen any signs welcoming the out-of-state visitors.  He wondered who is responsible for welcoming signs.  Councilmember Sturdevant said it usually falls under the direction of the Chamber of Commerce 

The Public Works Director distributed a document reviewing City Ordinance 19-212 to 215 dealing with the City’s policy for inactive accounts, suspension of bills for “snowbirds,” reconnection charges, charges for vacant rental property, and charges for other unoccupied buildings.   He said the policy was adopted by the City Council in 2000 with an enactment date for 2001.  Mr. Lein said letters are being mailed to appropriate customers with the information and notice of the intent to begin the policy.

The correspondence file contained a letter from Elmer Affield requesting Assessor review of unimproved lots valuation.  The folder also contained letters of commendation from Sgt. Scott Thorsteinson to Sgt. Dan Nordick, Officer Evan Mehl, and Officer Bill Straus for performing CPR as a selfless and heroic act.

Councilmember Meyer reported for the Personnel & Public Safety Committee.  He said the Committee has reviewed the proposed fees for false alarms received from Fire and Security Alarms.  Mr. Meyer said the fees were included in a proposed Resolution which had been sent to the Mayor and Councilmembers with agendas of this meeting.

Councilmember Meyer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3112

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING FEES FOR FALSE ALARMS

The motion for adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen.

The City Administrator noted there have been over a dozen false fire alarms just recently and would recommend the “effective date” be amended to read October 1, 2001 rather than January 1,2002 as each answered alarms costs the City $400 to $500.  An earlier date would encourage the responsible people to make sure the alarms are working properly.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to amend Resolution No. 3112 by changing the effective date to October 1, 2001.

Councilmember Hansey noted the False Alarm Ordinance refers to an “act of God” and wondered what that is and how it will be determined…lighting, moisture, etc.  He said he thought there should be something spelled out.

Councilmember Meyer said the Ordinance states the Fire Chief and Police Chief will review all false alarms and determine whether they are an isolated incident or negligence.  Attorney Lies said the Ordinance allows the alarm owner to appeal a fine to the City Council.

Upon vote taken on the motion to amend Resolution No. 3112 by substituting October 1, 2001 as the effective date, the following voted in favor:  Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against:  Hansey.  Whereupon Mayor Schmitz declared the amendment approved on a vote of 5 in favor and 1 opposed.

Upon vote being taken on the motion to adopt Resolution No. 3112, as amended, the following Councilmen voted in favor:  Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against:  None.  Whereupon the Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to the City Auditor.

Councilmember Meyer said the Personnel & Public Safety Committee recommended a cost of living adjustment to the City’s pay plan and it will be reflected in the preliminary budget for 2002.

Councilmember Christensen reported letters have been sent to all affected property owners along 8th Avenue South containing estimates of reconstruction costs and assessments for each property.  Property owner Mel Tangen was in attendance and noted it appears that a few properties are being asked to pay the bulk of the project’s costs.  He said he feels the owners should have a say during assessment discussions. Councilmember Christensen said all property owners will be notified when Committee meetings are scheduled.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve payment of bills presented in the amount of $501,094.70 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following Reports:  JUL Municipal Court, 2ND QTR Sales Tax. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye: Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:






* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 

Noon
Wednesday
08-08-01 (Budgets)

* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 

Noon
Wednesday
08/15/01 

* FINANCE & ECON DEV      

Not Scheduled



* PUBLIC WORKS 

              Not Scheduled

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Schmidt, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________








Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






