City of Wahpeton Minutes
JANUARY 22, 2002
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 22ND day of January, 2002, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following members were absent:  Councilmembers Richard A. Loberg, Tim Schmidt.
Officers present: Administrator Kessel, Public Works Director Lein, Police Chief Lotzer, Assessor Broadland, Attorney Lies, Auditor Anderson.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Tollefson, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held January 7, 2002.  Motion carried.

Attorney Sam Johnson attended and asked for consideration of a Liquor License Ordinance Amendment to allow on-sale liquor for adjacent bar and restaurant areas when there are separate owners or managers for each.  He said there doesn’t appear to be an on-sale license classification to cover the situation and requested consideration for the amendment.  Mayor Schmitz instructed the Personnel & Public Safety Committee to meet with Mr. Johnson, discuss the advisability of an amendment, and return with a recommendation.
Administrator Kessel presented a written report of the discussions and recommendations during the City Council/Officers Retreat held on December 12, 2001.  He also noted the Twin Town Area Disaster Planning Committee is sponsoring a talk by commercial airline pilot Al Haynes at NDSCS Stern Cultural Center on January 24th.  The Administrator said Mr. Haynes was the pilot of the partially-disabled commercial airplane that crash-landed at the Sioux City airport in 1989.  He said there are two sessions—10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m—and asked the Council to consider attendance.
Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-635
WAHPETON WRESTLING CLUB
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor discussed real estate taxes certified to the County Auditor for year 2002 Budgets.  He displayed maps of the districts for which Wahpeton residents contribute their taxes.  He reported the various taxing agencies have placed 511.36 mills on property within the City of Wahpeton; down 1.28 Mills from last year.  The Auditor then distributed the following report comparing mills levied on City property over the past 5 years. 





          Mills Levied              Mills Levied              Mills Levied               Mills Levied              Mills Levied

 
 Taxing District
          for 1998          for 1999          for 2000
         for 2001
         for 2002  

  State of North Dakota
    1.00

    1.00

    1.00

    1.00

    1.00

  Richland County

120.73

118.89

116.50

116.50

115.50

  Wahpeton School District
232.09

230.90

227.47

229.84

229.96

  Wahpeton Park District
  41.70

  41.72

  36.46

  36.83

  36.86

  City of Wahpeton

134.52

129.34

128.65

128.47

128.04





530.04

520.85

510.08

512.64

511.36
Auditor Anderson said representatives of Richland County, Wahpeton School District, Wahpeton Park Board and the City of Wahpeton got together in 1997 to discuss property taxes which stood at 532.19 at that time.  He said an effort was made to hold the line—or reduce—property taxes, and, everyone deserves a compliment for their efforts shown in the years since.  The Auditor noted that a Wahpeton home owner of property valued at $80,000 is being taxed $74.99 less than in 1997.

The City Auditor reported State Law requires the City Council to annually designate official depositories for public funds.  He submitted a report of all in-City financial institutions and assets pledged by each depository as protection of the City’s deposit balance as of December 31, 2001.  The Auditor said the pledges are also a requirement of the NDCC.  He recommended pledges be approved along with authorization that all of the City’s financial institutions be approved for deposits of City funds in 2002.

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Christensen, to designate the following Wahpeton financial institutions as the City of Wahpeton’s depositories for public funds in 2002:

Community First Bank

US Bank


Wells Fargo Bank



American Federal Bank

First American Bank

Gate City Federal Savings Bank



First Community Credit Union
Peoples State Bank

Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve the following “pledges” of depositories as of December 31, 2001:

Designated Depository

Funds on Deposit
FDIC/NCUA

Additional

Total Pledged
Community First Bank

 $3,857,418.05  

 $100,000.00
           $6,148,132.27
             $6,248,132.27


US Bank


        60,000.00

   100,000.00

  180,389.71

    280,389.71
Wells Fargo Bank

      115,000.00
 
   100,000.00
                888,162.28

    988,162.38
American Federal Bank

      100,000.00
  
   100,000.00

  638,129.66

    738,129.66
First Community Credit Union
      580,000.00
  
   100,000.00

  991,000.00
   
 1,091,000.00

Gate City Federal Savings Bank
            none

         n/a

 
         n/a

                         n/a

First American Bank

            none

         n/a

         
         n/a

                         n/a

Peoples State Bank

            none

         n/a


         n/a

       
           n/a

Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Auditor Anderson presented a report of the 2002 City Election which will be held on June 11th.  The report listed officials whose 4-year terms are ending, the methods of filing for candidacy, and the various deadline dates mandated by State Law.  He said he would continue to update the Council as deadlines approach.

City Assessor Broadland reported on an Application for Abatement and Settlement of Taxes request submitted by Floyd Page of 1016 2nd Avenue North (All Exc W 90’ Lots 7 & 8 Block L Fargo Addition).  She said the Department of Veterans Affairs, on February 1, 2001, assigned Mr. Page a 100% service-connected disability and he is therefore entitled to apply for a full exemption of non-land value of his property.  Ms. Broadland said Mr. Page’s income and property value is below the maximums of the NDCC and recommended the exemption be approved.  Motion by Meyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve the 2001 property tax exemption for Floyd Page as recommended by the City Assessor.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.
The Public Works Director presented information for creating Special Improvement District No. 2-1-02.  He said general descriptions of the 2 project areas and the work to be performed in each are:  1) Area A consists of work on parts of 14th Avenue North, 15th Avenue North, and Cottonwood Court.  Mr. Lein said construction will provide curb & gutter where required, new asphalt where necessary, driveways where requested, and controlled parking lot access for Frank Vertin Field.  He said a hydrant will be replaced and paid for through the Water Fund.  2) Area B is along 8th Avenue South and consists of curb & gutter replacement—or mudjacking—where appropriate, and reconstruction of the hard surface roadway.  Engineer Lein said the estimated cost of the 2 project areas totals $765,000.  He recommended the public hearing of necessity be held at 5:00 p.m. on April 1, 2002.
Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 3121
RESOLUTION CREATING STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-02

(Area A-14th Avenue North & Area B-8th Avenue South)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Sturdevant, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 3122
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF ENGINEER’S REPORT

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-02

(Area A-14th Avenue North & Area B-8th Avenue South)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Sturdevant, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 3123
RESOLUTION RECEIVING AND APPROVING ENGINEER’S REPORT

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-02

(Area A-14th Avenue North & Area B-8th Avenue South)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Hansey offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 3124
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF  PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-02

(Area A-14th Avenue North & Area B-8th Avenue South)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Beyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 3125
RESOLUTION DECLARING WORK NECESSARY 

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-02

(Area A-14th Avenue North & Area B-8th Avenue South)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The Public Works Director then reported on work necessary in the Industrial Area north of the By-pass for the Imation Expansion Project which will be designated as Special Improvement District 6-1-02.  He said the City will be the sponsor in order to qualify for grants.  Mr. Lein said the project is quite ambitious and necessary steps have to move along without delay in order to meet the hoped-for completion date.  The first step, the Public Works Director said, is an EDA-required consultant engineering contract.  He said he would recommend contracting with Interstate Engineering at a specified fee to be determined.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Christensen, to authorize preparation of a Consultant Engineering Contract with Interstate Engineers for the 6-1-02 Improvement Project; that the contract be signed when the specified fee is determined.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.
As requested by the Public Works Committee Chairman, Director Lein reported on the Committee’s meeting held January 8, 2002.  Mr. Lein said he and the Committee agreed to recommend rejection of all Trailer Mounted Vacuum Excavation System Bids while the City revisits its equipment needs and priorities.
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Tollefson, to reject all bids received for the Trailer Mounted Vacuum Excavation System.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Public Works Director reported the Public Works Committee reviewed the request of the Wahpeton Park Board to allow the Park System to install a well for freshening of the Chahinkapa Park Lagoons and winter-time ice skating surfacing.  He said the Committee recommends a City Ordinance amendment be offered to allow political subdivisions to apply for well permits.  Mr. Lein said the exception will not “open the gates” as the number of qualified applicants is quite minimal.

Councilmember Christensen offered first reading of the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 834

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 7

WATER WELLS PROHIBITED WITHIN THE CITY
In conclusion, the Public Works Director reported the Committee has decided to order enforcement of the (recently-discovered) Ordinance requiring snow and ice be removed from all public sidewalks and his department will begin issuing letters to property owners where necessary.  Mayor Schmitz said he feels the enforcement will have a positive over-all effect as he has received comments regarding the dangers of students forced to walk in the driving area of 11th Street North. 
 (At its meeting of 1/8/02, the Public Works Committee had also decided it will concentrate on a review of the City’s Sidewalk Policy and requested that the Finance Committee recommend the City Council transfer a considerable portion of 2001’s surplus of General Funds into a new “Sidewalk Maintenance Fund.” A copy of the Committee Meeting Minutes had been forwarded to the Mayor and all Councilmembers)
Public Works Committee Chairman Christensen noted that Dwight Fraedrich of Fraedrich Transportation, Inc. was in the audience.  The Chairman said the letter from Fargo’s Division of Solid Waste has been received authorizing the company to utilize the Fargo Landfill, and, therefore, all required documents are now on file.  He said the Committee has therefore completed its review and recommends that a Commercial Solid Waste Haulers License be approved for Mr. Fraedrich’s operation.
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Tollefson, to grant a Commercial Solid Waste Haulers License to Fraedrich Transportation, Inc, of Enderlin, North Dakota for disposal at the Fargo Landfill.

Councilmember Meyer wondered if the City of Wahpeton will open itself up to more liability by approving an additional location for disposal of solid waste.  The City Attorney said it would, but, the exposure would be based upon the percentage of volume contributed to the site.  

Answering a question from Mr. Meyer regarding the possibility of utilizing the Gwinner Landfill, Mr. Fraedrich said he had checked on that but was informed the owners are not accepting disposal from any other contractors.  He stated the Fargo operation has a very good track record.

Councilmember Sturdevant asked questions about Ordinance restrictions.  Attorney Lies said the only one which would apply is the Council’s approval of a designated disposal site.  Once the approval has been granted, he said, the contractor would have to notify the City—and receive permission—to dispose of solid waste at a different landfill.

Upon vote on the motion to grant a Commercial Solid Waste Haulers License to Fraedrich Transportation for disposal at the Fargo Landfill, the following Councilmembers voted in favor:  Beyer, Hansey, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the motion:  Meyer.  Mayor Schmitz declared the motion adopted on a vote of 5 in favor and 1 opposed.

Mayor Schmitz reported he, the Public Works Director, and Top Brass of the North Dakota National Guard had toured the Armed Forces Reserve Center now under construction northwest of City Hall.  He said it is an impressive facility and it is hoped it will be completed and occupied before the end of the year. Public Works Director Lein added that it’s most probable that recent terrorist events will cause elimination of usage of the building for non-military purposes.  He said the entrance gates off 4th and 9th Streets will almost certainly be guarded.
The City Attorney reported a tobacco surveillance operation had been conducted and 4 businesses sold tobacco to minors.  According to City Ordinances, he said, there are penalty considerations based upon the number of violations during a 12-month period.  Mr. Lies said the determination of penalties could be handled by the License Officer (City Auditor) or by the City Council.  

Councilmember Beyer asked if there was any history on violations and penalties.  Attorney Lies said there has been no policy set in the past and a process should be initiated.  Councilmember Sturdevant wondered how the procedure is handled around the State.  The City Attorney said he has checked with several Cities and finds the majority direct the License Officer to determine penalties for 1st and 2nd offenses within a one-year period.  Because the penalties are very severe for 3rd  and 4th violations, Attorney Lies suggested the City Council may want to consider those penalty options. 
Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Hansey, to assign to the License Officer the duties of determining penalty enforcement of first and second Tobacco License violations.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Meyer reported for the Finance & Economic Development Committee.  In addition to the earlier-suggested General Fund Budget Amendments, the Chairman stated the Committee reviewed transfer of the surplus for 2001.  Mr. Meyer said the Committee recommends the following transfers totaling $172,500:
  1. $35,000 to the SNOW/FLOOD EMERG FUND to pay for the projected Local Share of 2001 Flood Costs.
  2.   10,000 to the FIRE DEPT EQUIP & BLDG FUND to pay the balance of the Thermal Camera Purchase.
  3.     5,000 to the CAPITAL IMPRV FUND for installation of a Canopy over City Hall’s east Outside Entrance

  4.   11,000 to the SHARE OF SPECIALS FUND to remove the 1-time deficit caused by additional assessments.
  5.     2,500 to the CAPITAL IMPRV FUND to buy back the Ford Tarus traded in as part of the new Police Vehicle purchase.
  6.   62,000 to the SIDEWALK REPAIR FUND newly-created for Annual Sidewalk Construction and Repair.
  7.   47,000 to the CAPITAL IMPRV FUND as a Reserve for Old Armory and Old City Hall Maintenance.
Motion by Meyer, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve the proposed transfer of funds listed above and to amend the 2001 General Fund Income and Expense Budget as follows:
INCOME





ORIGINAL

AMENDED

General Tax Collections

 
         $
565,200.00
          $
534,500.00



Delinquent Tax Collections


    8,000.00

  16,500.00


Interest on Delinquent Taxes


    9,000.00

  24,000.00

Street Light Assessment Transfer            
 
  65,000.00

  74,000.00



St. of ND-State Aid Distribution


225,000.00

221,500.00  

St. of ND-S & L Taxes



  20,000.00

  37,000.00



St. of ND-Other (Estate Taxes, etc)

  17,500.00

  46,500.00



Fiscal Agent (Bond Sale) Fees


  10,000.00

             .00



Municipal Court Fines



160,000.00

155,500.00





Liquor & Beer Licenses



  34,000.00

  27,000.00



Police Auction




       500.00

    2,000.00



Special Police Fees



    6,000.00

  10,500.00



Gas Purchases-Richland County


             .00

    6,000.00

Improvement Projects Fees-City Engineer
  15,000.00

             .00

Miscellaneous-Engineer



       100.00

  20,700.00

Revolving Loan Administration Fee

    5,000.00

             .00

3.0% Electrical Franchise Fee


135,000.00

144,500.00





5.0% Cable TV Franchise Fee


  60,000.00

  67,500.00



3.0% Natural Gas Franchise Fee


  60,000.00

114,000.00



Miscellaneous




  22,479.50

  41,479.50


      EXPENDITURES


Custodian Salary



  23,884.00

  16,670.00



Election Expense



       500.00

             .00



City Hall Electricity



  17,500.00

  15,000.00



City Hall Schools, Training, Travel

    3,000.00

    4,000.00



City Hall Contingencies



    2,500.00

             .00


Assessor Salary




  29,404.00

  16,234.00


Assessor Assistant/H.R. Assistant


  21,752.00

  19,052.00


Contracted Assessor



  18,000.00

             .00


Assessor Software Contract


    2,000.00

    3,500.00

Assessor Schools/Training/Travel


    3,000.00

       750.00


City Attorney Retainer/Fees


  62,100.00

  57,250.00


City Attorney Office Supplies


    1,000.00

    2,000.00


City Assessor Miscellaneous


    1,100.00

             .00

Workers Compensation Ins Premium

  29,000.00

  15,800.00



Liability (NDIRF) & Other Ins Premiums

  36,000.00

  34,000.00


Law Center Communications Center Share
125,500.00

123,500.00



Patrol Officers Salaries



201,702.00

182,500.00


Police Overtime




    7,500.00

  17,600.00


Police Adm Secretary/Records Tech

  21,107.00

  22,400.00


Police Administration Clerk I


  15,069.00

    5,750.00


Police Machine Service Contracts


    3,950.00

             .00


Police Schools, Training, Travel


    3,500.00

    2,000.00


Police Radio Maintenance


    1,800.00

       550.00


Police Uniforms




    4,900.00

    3,050.00


Fire Dept Electricity



    5,000.00

    3,250.00


Fire Dept Telephone



    2,500.00

    1,500.00


Fire Dept Bldg Maint & Supplies


    3,000.00

    6,000.00


Fire Dept Breathing Apparatus


    5,000.00

    3,000.00


Fire Dept Vehicle Maintenance


  12,000.00

    5,600.00


Fire Dept Equipment Maintenance

    3,000.00

    1,500.00


Fire Dept Hazardous Materials


    1,000.00

             .00


Fire Dept Fire Calls



  45,000.00

  40,500.00

 
Fire Dept Siren & Extinguishers


    1,000.00

    3,400.00


Street Crew Overtime



    7,567.50

    9,800.00


Street Dept Heating Fuel



  11,000.00

  15,000.00


Street Dept Telephones



    2,000.00

    3,300.00
  


Street Dept Office Supplies


       300.00

    1,300.00


Street Dept Vehicle Maintenance


  11,000.00

    4,000.00



Street Dept Equipment Maintenance

  18,000.00

  25,000.00



Street Dept Gasoline, Oil, etc


  19,000.00

  22,000.00



Street Dept Uniforms



    3,000.00

    4,500.00



Street Dept Mechanic Supplies


    4,200.00

    6,500.00


Street Dept Equip Rental-Storms


    9,168.35

    5,997.85



Street Lights Electricity & Maintenance

  89,000.00

  78,000.00



Public Works Senior Engineer-Technician Wages
  15,191.50

  23,487.00

Public Works Seasonal Wages


    5,000.00

    1,200.00


Public Works Office Supplies


    2,000.00

    1,000.00


Public Works Vehicle Maintenance

    2,000.00

    1,000.00


Miscellaneous-General



    3,000.00

    4,500.00



Miscellaneous-Transfer to FD Equipment Fund
           0.00

  10,000.00

Miscellaneous-Transfer to City Hall Loan Fund
           0.00

  28,000.00

Miscellaneous-Transfer to Share of Specials Fund
           0.00

  31,000.00

Miscellaneous-Transfer to Snow/Flood Emergency
           0.00

  35,000.00

Miscellaneous-Transfer to Captl Imprv Fund
           0.00

  52,000.00

Miscellaneous-Transfer to Sidewalk Maint Fund
           0.00

  62,000.00

Transfers-To Ambulance Subsidy Fund

  10,000.00

  25,000.00

Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve the December, 2001, Municipal Court report.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:
* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 

Noon

02/04/02
* FINANCE & ECON DEV

Not Scheduled

* PUBLIC WORKS 

         
Not Scheduled






* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 

Not Scheduled 






Motion by Christensen,  seconded by Meyer, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________






                
Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






