City of Wahpeton Minutes

March 6th, 2006

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 6th day of March 2006, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Schmitz; Council members Beyer, Loberg, Mitskog, Otterson, Tollefson and Badgley.   

The following members were absent: Hansey and Schmidt.

Officers present: City Coordinator Kessel, Attorney Lies, Police Chief Thorsteinson, Economic Development Director Priebe, Assessor Broadland, Librarian MacIver and Finance Director Huwe.  Others present: City Coordinator Assistant Burchill and Finance Assistant Appell. Planning Commission Present: Rich Loberg, Allen Larson, Damon Devillers and Jim Oliver.

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Mitskog to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held February 27th, 2006. Motion carried 6-0.  

PUBLIC HEARING

Planning Commission President Loberg reconvened the Planning Commission meeting.  The purpose for meeting this evening is to discuss the rezoning of a portion of Fargo Avenue.  To complete that rezoning, a public hearing must be held.  President Loberg asked if there was anyone in the audience that would like to speak regarding this proposed rezoning.  Being there no comments from the audience, Loberg asked Coordinator Kessel if he had received any written or verbal correspondence.  Kessel stated that he has not received any negative feedback but has received only positive comments. 

Motion by Moline, seconded by Devillers to recommend that the Wahpeton City Council approve the rezoning of a part of Fargo 2nd Addition from Industrial (I2) to Business (B2).  Motion carried 4-0.  

Being there no further business for the Planning Commission, Oliver made a motion to adjourn. 

Lies stated that the council must offer second reading of Ordinance 876 allowing the rezoning of a part of Fargo 2nd Addition. 

Councilmember Loberg offered the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 876

AN ORDINANCE REZONING FROM INDUSTIAL (I2) to BUSINESS (B2) 

(A part of Fargo 2nd Addition) 

The Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Mitskog, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Loberg, Mitskog, Otterson, Tollefson and Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

OFFICER REPORTS

City Administrator Kessel - Administrator Kessel announced that there are games of chance and special event applications to approve this evening. 
Councilmember Tollefson offered the following and moved its adoption:

Games of Chance  

Semca Head Start

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Badgley, Motion Passed 6-0. Voting nay: None.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following and moved its adoption:

Special Event Liquor License  

Prantes (Business After Hours)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Badgley, Motion Passed 6-0. Voting nay: None.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following and moved its adoption:

Special Event Liquor License  

Poets (Dreams Auction)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Badgley, Motion Passed 6-0. Voting nay: None.

Councilmember Badgley offered the following and moved its adoption:

Special Event Liquor License  

Poets (BD Blades Smoker)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, Motion Passed 6-0. Voting nay: None.

Councilmember Badgley offered the following and moved its adoption:

Special Event Liquor License  

Poets (Hughes Shelter)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, Motion Passed 6-0. Voting nay: None.

Kessel reminded the council of the retreat scheduled for Wednesday March 8th from 8:30am to 5:00pm located at the Hughes Shelter.  

The North Dakota League of Cities is holding March Madness in Bismarck from March 22-24th.  Education sessions will be held for all elected and appointed officials.  If you are planning to attend please contact Tracy Burchill and she will register you as well as make the travel and lodging arrangements. 

Kessel shared that the NDSCS Presidents report was discussed at the college this afternoon and a copy of it is located in the reports.  

Simone Sandberg has accepted the appointment as alternate Municipal Judge and completed her oath of office this afternoon. 

The downtown redevelopment group interviewed two consultant groups interested in assisting with the downtown redevelopment.  Hyatt Palma and SRF were the two firms interviewed and after discussion about the presentations and a vote of the members, the downtown redevelopment group would like to recommend the council enter into a contract with the National League of Cities and Hyett Palma.  Kessel went on to explain that this item was not on the agenda, therefore a motion to suspend the rules is required.  

Motion by Otterson, seconded by Tollefson to suspend the rules.  Motion carried 6-0.

Kessel stated that the National League of Cities would require a motion from the council to endorse entering into a contract with Hyett Palma for the downtown redevelopment plan.  

Motion by Otterson, seconded by Tollefson to enter into a contract with Hyett Palma for consultation services associated with the downtown redevelopment project.  

Beyer asked who was on the committee.  

The members are: Breckenridge City Clerk/Treasurer Blaine Hill, Wahpeton/Breckenridge Chamber Director Jim Oliver, Wahpeton Councilmember Alisa Mitskog (who was unable to attend), Public Works Director Randy Nelson, Wahpeton Economic Development Director Jane Priebe and Wahpeton City Coordinator Shawn Kessel. 

Otterson requested the reasons why the group chose Hyett Palma.  

Kessel shared that there was a 3-2 vote and explained that each consultant took a different approach.  Hyett Palma focused more on Economic Development and keeping the downtown businesses in both communities viable and thriving.  SRF focused more on streetscape, green space and parking in the downtown area.  Kessel feels that Hyett Palma received the larger vote due to their approach.  Both consultants praised the group for taking a proactive approach.  They shared that usually they are called when a big box retailer has moved into their area and they are now searching for ways to help the other businesses succeed.  

Motion carried 5-1.  Voting aye: Loberg, Mitskog, Otterson, Tollefson and Badgley. Voting nay: Beyer.  Beyer explained that he feels that when items are to be voted on at a council meeting, especially when the votes are split as this one was, the council should have ample time to review the details.  That is the reason that he voted nay. 

Building Codes Official Johnson – Official Johnson informed the committee that a hearing must to be set to discuss the status of a dilapidated home at 79 3rd Ave North.  Notice was given to the homeowner and they are currently past the 30-day deadline.

Lies stated that the hearing should be set for April 3rd, the first council meeting in April. 

Mayor Schmitz agreed.

Official Johnson reported that he would be meeting with area Building Codes Officials to discuss Inspection/Re-inspection fees and would like for the Public Works Committee to review the implementation of inspection fees for after hour inspections/re-inspections.  

Mayor Schmitz agreed and referred that item to the PW/PS Committee. 

Economic Development Director Priebe – Director Priebe would like to request the Finance/Personnel Committee further review the creation of a Housing Authority Board.  The council previously approved the creation of a Housing Authority Board by way of motion but it must be done by resolution.  In the meantime it has given Priebe time to review the laws that govern this program and speak to others using it.  She asked Dianne Weick from FM Development to speak this evening and explain further what the Housing Authority Board would do as well as some myths and facts on the Essential Function Bond Housing program.  

Ms. Weick thanked the group for allowing her to speak this evening and went over the Essential Function Bond Housing program.  She shared that there are misconceptions that the housing created by this program will directly compete with low-income housing and that is incorrect.  She went on to explain more about the housing that would be created and the reason that the private sector cannot fund this type of housing but public entities can.  Facts include:

Moderate Income Housing

4 plex town homes

One level homes with an attached one-stall garage, walk in closets, hook ups for private laundry rooms, etc.  

The law went into effect August 1st, 2005 in North Dakota but has existed in Minnesota since 1992 and South Dakota since 1996. The bonds on the developments that were built ten years ago are now paid down enough and the complexes are being sold to private companies.  Weick expressed her concern with the lack of rental homes in this area as well as sited two studies that state the need for this type of housing.  Some of the individuals that rent these homes are doctors, teachers, business executives, single parents, snowbirds, etc. as well as individuals relocating to this area that are not ready to build a home or purchase an existing home.   

Council member Mitskog asked that his item be placed on the Council Retreat agenda.  She feels that housing is a problem in this community and requires council attention.  

Coordinator Kessel addressed Century Code laws regarding unsafe/unsanitary conditions and asked what evidence was needed to comply with the law. 

Ms. Weick confirmed the laws that Kessel stated and said that there are two stipulations within the law.  1.  Unsafe and Unsanitary and 2. Shortage of unsafe and unsanitary housing.  She stated that there is no definition for shortage. 

This item will be referred to the Finance Committee and Council retreat for further review. 

Finance Director Huwe -  Director Huwe was happy to report that the street light fees are more accepted since the explanation was sent out with utility bills and we are actually receiving some praise for changing the way it is billed.  When the original resolution was passed, the charge for residential was listed “per meter” and should have stated “per unit”.  Attorney Lies has drafted the amended ordinance and it is ready for council approval this evening. 

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO 3268

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 3267 ESTABLISHING STREET LIGHT FEES.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Badgley, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Badgley, Mitskog, Otterson, Loberg & Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Badgley asked if we would receive sufficient revenue from the amount of fees collected.  

Huwe stated that January was not billed as it should have and therefore the fee’s being collected is necessary.  If collect ability improves, and the fees generate more than the cost incurred, the council can then look at lowering the fees.  

Finance Director Huwe would also like to refer a draft of a policy governing the use of City credit cards to the Finance Committee.  

Mayor Schmitz agreed and referred that item. 

The last item was not included on the agenda and it is a request to increase the funding allowed to the Fire Department for the purchase of a ladder truck. If the council chooses to proceed a suspension of the rules is required.  

Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Loberg to suspend the rules.  Motion carried 6-0. 

Huwe explained that the Wahpeton Fire Department flew two of their members to Florida along with an inspector to inspect the ladder truck and obtain a list of items that must be complete before the truck can be certified.  They are still interested in purchasing the ladder truck but are requesting additional funds so they can complete the required work and certify the truck.  The previous amount granted by the council was $210,000.00.  They would like for the council to consider allowing up to $218,000.00 to purchase the ladder truck and complete the work needed on it to have it certified. 

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Badgley to approve up to $218,000.00 for the Wahpeton Fire Department to purchase and complete improvements on the proposed ladder truck.  

Beyer asked Huwe where the funding was coming from.

Huwe said that they have sufficient funding in their account from mills levied and will utilize those dollars. 

Motion carried 6-0.

Public Works Director Nelson – Director Nelson is requesting that the Public Works/Public Safety Committee review a policy for locating and operating water curb stops.  

Mayor Schmitz agreed and referred that item. 

Nelson also requested that the Finance Committee review the request to dispose of the 175,000-gallon water tower.  

Mayor Schmitz agreed and referred that item to the Finance Committee. 

The last item was not included on the agenda and therefore a suspension of the rules is required.  

Motion by Otterson, seconded by Badgley to suspend the rules.  Motion carried 6-0. 

Nelson spoke with Richland County Emergency Manager Brett Lambrecht and he would like for us to join with Richland County and request that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers furnish assistance in flood emergency preparation and in flood fighting and rescue operations in the case of a flood. 

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO 3269

RESOLUTION OF THE RICHLAND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AND THE CITY OF WAHPETON, ND. 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Mitskog, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Badgley, Mitskog, Otterson, Loberg & Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee – Committee Chair Tollefson shared that the Finance Committee received a liquor license transfer application from Kirk Peterson of the Rough Rider Bar.  This would allow for the liquor license to be transferred from the previous owner of the Rough Rider Bar to Kirk Peterson dba: Silver Beagle Management Services L.L.C.   Kirk Peterson does not reside in North Dakota but the manager of the bar, Joe Heger does.  The Finance Committee is recommending approval of the transfer.  

Kessel stated that Kirk Peterson has paid the license fee and the paperwork is in order. 

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Mitskog to transfer the liquor license from Rough Rider Bar to Silver Beagle Management Services L.L.C.  Motion carried 6-0.

Public Works/Safety Committee – Committee member Otterson stated that they are continuing to review numerous items and there are no recommendations at this time. 

Kessel updated the council on the status of the Recreation Center.  The Building Committee has met and developed a Request for Proposals (RFP).  We are currently advertising and RFP’s are being released to interested firms.  The deadline to submit a proposal is towards the end of March. 

Kessel mentioned that the issue regarding the dilapidated property at 79 3rd Ave North should also be referred to the Finance Committee to discuss possible financial impacts that could have if we acquire that property.  

Mayor Schmitz agreed and referred that item. 

PRESENTATION AND APPROVAL OF BILLS AND REPORTS

BILLS –  

General fund 17701.13, water operating 88.13, sanitary sewer 88.13, ambulance levy 2040.50, general fund 33595.14, water operating 27611.57, sanitary sewer operating 15036.77, waste removal operating 16212.98, waste reduction 13710.19, armory operating 2391.43, library levy 1086.56, advertising levy 2340.49, plan commission levy 5944.13, capital improvements 3163.50, real estate levy 82.98, snow/flood emerg levy 958.10, levee maint 729.85, economic devel dept 122.63, weed main levy 40.00, lodging tax 1782, sales tax reserve 648.00, sales tax mini match rsrv 182.50, R/I 9395 375.00, R/I 9495 375.00, 16th ave/hwy 210b improvement 7481.78, general 28204.45, water operating 8809.41, sanitary sewer 1285.46, waste removal 195.98, library levy 3391.10, advertising levy 38.28, real estate levy 11536.00, snow/flood emerg 6086.30, meter deposits trust 113.31, economic devel dept 120.25, lodging tax 11.10, handicapped parking fees 500.00. Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Badgley to approve the bills totaling $234,972.67.  Motion carried 6-0. 

  PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

A. Airport Authority Agenda for March 8th. 

B. Letter notifying Simone Sandberg of appointment as Alternate Municipal Judge. 

C. Mayor’s Committee February 16th meeting minutes. 

D. Wahpeton/Breckenridge Area Chamber of Commerce Newsletter.

E. Higher Education Funding & Accountability Study.

F. Draft Enrollment management Strategic Plan.    

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Badgley to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 6-0.  

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL

March13th, Noon

* PUBLIC WORKS 

         

March 14th, Noon

* VECTOR CONTROL
 

None Scheduled

* FLOOD




None Scheduled

* REC CENTER



TBD

* REC CENTER BLDG COMMITTEE
TBD

Motion to adjourn.  

_____________________________________

Mayor Schmitz 

_____________________________________________

Tracy Burchill, City Coordinators Assistant  - Minutes respectfully submitted by tpb. 







