City of Wahpeton Minutes

FEBRUARY 7, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 7TH of February, 2000 beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Charles B. Christensen, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Richard A. Hauck, Tim Schmidt, Dr. Delray Mathiason, James P. Sturdevant. 

The following members were absent:  None.

Officers present:   Public Works Director, Police Chief, Assessor, Loan Administrator, Attorney, Auditor.

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Police Chief Lotzer introduced Patrol Officer April Jose who has recently joined the police force.  Mayor Schmitz and the City Councilmembers offered their welcome to Officer Jose.

Motion by Hauck, seconded by Meyer, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held January 18, 2000. Motion carried.

The City Auditor displayed a pie chart detailing the distribution of each $100.00 of property tax paid by Wahpeton’s residents.  He observed that his earlier reports revealed that all taxing districts had reduced their mills, and, as a result, all but the Park District will receive more of the $100.00.  The Auditor then reported on the following comparisons:


   1999

           Received by


   2000

Change


$ 44.33
Wahpeton School District
 
$ 44.59
 + 26 (
               23.02
Richland County/State of ND

   23.04
 + 02 (

   24.83
City of Wahpeton


   25.22
 + 39 (

     7.82
Wahpeton Park District

     7.15  
   (67)(
                       $100.00




           $100.00

 

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 547
BAKERY, CONFECTIONERY, TOBACCO AND GRAIN MILLERS AFL-CIO, CLC #4056
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Mathiason, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Mathiason offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 549
RICHLAND COUNTY 4-H
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Sturdevant, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor reported State Law requires the City Council to annually designate official depositories for public funds.  He again recommended all of Wahpeton’s financial institutions be approved for that purpose.  Auditor Anderson mentioned that he had mailed a report of assets pledged by each depository as protection of the City’s deposit balances as of December 31, 1999.  He said the pledges are also a requirement of the NDCC.  He noted that the Norwest pledge shows a shortage because a $540,000.00 CD was cashed in January and the proceeds were utilized for bond payments.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to designate the following Wahpeton financial institutions as the City of Wahpeton’s depositories for public funds in 2000:

Community First Bank

US Bank


Norwest Bank



American Federal Bank

First American Bank
Gate City Federal Savings Bank



First Community Credit Union

Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Hansey, to approve the following pledges of depositories as of December 31, 1999:

Designated Depository

Funds on Deposit
FDIC/NCUA

Additional

Total Pledged
Community First Bank

 $3,075,298.50
 $100,000.00
         $4,491,806.75
           $4,591,806.75


US Bank



      214,000.00
  100,000.00

  214,952.36

    314,952.36

Norwest Bank



      680,000.00
  100,000.00

  203,439.14

    303,439.14

American Federal Bank

      100,000.00
  100,000.00

  231,742.65

    331,742.65

First Community Credit Union
      100,000.00
  100,000.00

        none

    100,000.00

Gate City Federal Savings Bank

none

         n/a

          n/a


n/a

First American Bank


            none

         n/a

          n/a


n/a

Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Auditor then reported on the City Election which will be held on June 13, 2000.  He said the Election will coincide with County & State Elections and the City will again contract with Richland County for combining procedures to reduce expenses.  The Auditor said 4 Council positions will be up for contention, and, by State Law, the residents will again be asked to vote whether or not to compel the Council to spend money for legal publication of City Council minutes.  He said State Law also requires a vote every 5 years on whether or not the City will be required to form an “Advisory Study Committee” to review local government functions and structure.  The Auditor said the City completed its “Comprehensive Development Plan” in 1997 which he believes eliminates the need to place the item on the ballot.  However, he said, a request has been submitted to the North Dakota League of Cities Legal Department for a final determination.

Auditor Anderson observed that because the City has expanded powers under its Home Rule Charter, some members of the Council have expressed a desire for allowing candidates for Mayor and Council positions the option to submit a Filing Fee in Lieu of Petitions for inclusion on the City Ballot.  The Auditor distributed a form used for this purpose in another City and suggested it could be reviewed for possible adoption by the Council.  Mayor Schmitz instructed the Finance & Economic Development Committee to make a review and return a recommendation to the City Council.

The City Auditor distributed information regarding two City-wide levies which have expired and should be considered for renewal.  He said one is the Special Street Maintenance 3-year, $50,000.00 levy with proceeds dedicated for annual, over-all street & curb maintenance thereby eliminating the need to special assess individual properties in areas receiving seal coating and other preventive maintenance.   The second expired general levy is the $325,300.00 assessment over a 5-year period for payment of Street Light Energy and Maintenance.  The Auditor reported the NDDOT will cause 66 new lights to be erected along the by-pass this year which will require the City to annually expend an additional $8,500.00 for energy costs starting in the year 2001.  Mayor Schmitz also turned these two items over to the Finance & Economic Development Committee.

Auditor Anderson reported the new City Hall location no longer allows him to walk around downtown and take care of daily matters.   He asked for consideration by the City Council for reinstatement of a monthly vehicle allowance for his office.  The Mayor also turned this request over to the Finance & Economic Committee for review and recommendation. 

The City Assessor reported she and Globe Gazette representatives are in the process of preparing an Application for Abatement and Settlement of Taxes request.  Mayor Schmitz asked Ms. Stromberg to meet with the Finance Committee when the document is ready for review.

The Public Works Director presented a proposed “COST PARTICIPATION AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT” between the City and the North Dakota Department of Transportation for the Hwy 13 Interchange Project to be completed in 2000.  He said the work will begin at 12th Street by Smith Motors and continue over the Interchange to terminate at the UBC corner on the City’s western side.  Mr. Lein said the project, estimated to cost $3.3 million, will be paid entirely with State & Federal Highway Funds.  The proposed Agreement is the City’s go-ahead for the project and includes the requirement for payment of annual energy costs for the 66 new interchange/by-pass street light fixtures mentioned earlier.  He said the NDDOT will meet in March and invite emergency agencies plus property owners along the 210 by-pass to receive information and review procedures during construction.

Motion by Hauck, seconded by Mathiason, to authorize the Mayor and City Auditor to execute the “COST PARTICIPATION AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT” with NDDOT for the Highway 13 Interchange Improvement Project No. NHU-8-013(031)389.  Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Director then presented and discussed the proposed “ENGINEERING SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR URBAN FEDERAL AID PROJECT” document.  He said the agreement, required by the NDDOT, is between the City and Interstate Engineering for engineering services for 4th Street North Improvement Project 2-1-00 which is also scheduled for construction in 2000.  Mr. Lein noted that Randy Pope of Interstate Engineering was in attendance to answer questions.  Director Lein said the project’s bid opening will be on February 18th and it is hoped construction may begin around May 1st.  He said that all but the final layer of asphalt will be installed during the year.  Mr. Lein stated the engineering agreement allows for an hourly fee with a total cost not to exceed $316,000.00 and that the City will be responsible for 20% of the final total.   He added that the agreement will be official once the NDDOT concurs.  Answering a question from the Council, the Director stated the informational meetings with property owners along 4th Street have been completed but there will be an additional meeting with emergency agencies. 

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Hauck, to authorize the Mayor and City Auditor to execute the “ENGINEERING SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR URBAN FEDERAL AID PROJECT” with Interstate Engineering for 4th Street North Improvement Project 2-1-00 [NDDOT Project No. SU-8-991(016) 013].  Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Director Lein and the Public Works Committee Chairman reported on the condition of the Public Work Director’s vehicle which is experiencing major engine troubles.  Councilmember Christensen said the Committee, Finance Committee Chairman, and City Auditor met earlier in the day and all agreed money would be better spent for a replacement vehicle.  If the Council agrees, the Chairman said, the maximum replacement cost would be shared as follows:  Capital Improvement Fund $7,500; Water Operating Fund $4,500; Vector Control Fund $1,500; Weed Maintenance Fund $1,500. 

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, for the City Council to declare an emergency and authorize expenditure of a maximum of $15,000 from the various funds discussed, for purchase of a replacement vehicle to be assigned to the Public Works Director. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Hansey observed that earlier he had been critical of the Public Works Director regarding snow removal policies.  He said he now wants to offer his compliments to the Director on the efficiency of the most recent snow removal.  Director Lein said he would relay the compliment.

Mayor Schmitz said he has received compliments for the City’s fixing of the 4th Street dip between old City Hall and the Library.  The Public Works Director said he also received a compliment, however, he observed, it was structured in a manner he feels is not suitable for verbatim documentation in mixed company.

The Loan Administrator presented documentation and reviewed the yearly reports of programs administered by the Economic Development Department.  Included were reports of annual income, expense and year-end balances for the EDD Office, Sales Tax Operating Fund, Lodging Tax Fund, and Revolving Loan Fund.  Ms. Priebe also described the new brochure which outlines the various Economic Development programs available.

Administrator Priebe drew the Council’s attention to a scale model display of the housing development in progress within NorthPark Addition.  She said the model was constructed by students at NDSCS.  Later she added that the students have also prepared a selection of housing plans for 11,000 sq. ft. homes.  Ms. Priebe said 7 lots are sold to date, she pointed out their locations on the display, and discussed financial programs being utilized by the contractors.  

The Loan Administrator replaced the lectern’s microphone and reported the Mayor and Council have all received invitations to attend the annual meeting of the Community Development Corporation on February 28th and urged everyone to attend.

The City Attorney reported the Mayor and several members of the Council had attended a meeting on January 26th with representatives of Great Plains Natural Gas Company and MDU Resources Group.  He said the proposed sale to MDU was discussed along with the need for amending the City’s Natural Gas Franchise Agreement to reflect the change in ownership.  Attorney Lies said there will be no local changes in operation, costs, or personnel.  He added that the final amendment will be contingent upon approval of the sale by the North Dakota Public Service Commission

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3020

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CHANGE OF

CONTROL OF THE NATURAL GAS FRANCHISE

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Mathiason, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The Police Chief reported John Boelke has been hired and began his duties as a Patrol Office on January 31, 2000.  Chief Lotzer further reported that Rev. Dan Wessell has accepted a reassignment out of the City and has resigned as Police Chaplain.  He said Rev. Al Werth of Immanuel Lutheran will be filling the position.  The Chief concluded by reporting Scott Kent will be replacing Todd Pearson as Community Police Officer.

A notice was received from The International Coalition notifying the City of a Face to Face Forum with representatives of the TIC and Red River Basin Board to discuss basin-wide water management issues.  The meeting will be held at the Community Library in Wheaton, Minnesota on February 15th beginning at 2:00 p.m.

A letter was received from officials of PROJECT GRADUATION requesting a donation for the annual event which will be held this year on May 21st at the Wahpeton High School.  It was pointed out that the City has traditionally supplied a police officer at no cost. 

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Meyer, to support PROJECT GRADUATION by supplying a Police Officer at the event to be held at Wahpeton High School on May 21, 2000. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve payment of bills presented in the amount of $179,822.55 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective Funds. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Mathiason, to approve the following reports:  DEC Wahpeton Water Works, DEC Municipal Court, 4TH QTR Economic Development Department, 4TH QTR Cable TV Franchise Fees, 1999 Economic Development Commission, 1999 Wahpeton Visitors Committee, 1999 Revolving Loan Fund, JAN Police Department. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
12:30 p.m.
2/08/2000





* FLOOD MITIGATION
Noon
 
2/15/2000





* PUBLIC WORKS
       
(No assignments)


* FINANCE & ECON DEV
(When Assessor/Globe Gazette Abatement is completed)







Motion by Meyer, seconded by Schmidt, to adjourn.  Motion carried.









      _____________________________________________

ATTEST:








    Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

__________________________________________


Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor  







