City of Wahpeton Minutes
AUGUST 5, 2002
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 5TH day of August, 2002, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, David P. Badgley.

The following members were absent: None.  

Vacancy:  At-large Councilmember.
Officers present:  City Administrator Kessel, Public Works Director Lein, Police Chief Lotzer, Economic Development Coordinator Priebe, Assessor Broadland, Attorney Lies, Auditor Anderson.   
Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((( (((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held July 15, 2002.  Motion carried.
Councilmember Beyer reported the Parks & Recreation Department is getting quite a few requests for armory rental by “for-profit” businesses which may be in competition with local businesses.  He said he felt it’s time for the Council to review the armory rental policy.  Mayor Schmitz instructed the Finance Committee to review the rental policy including the fee schedule.

The City Administrator reported owner Gabe Hermes has elected to sell the old railroad right-of-way along 11th Street to North Dakota State College of Science except for the northern 200 feet which will be used for a future fire station.  Mr. Kessel said there will be an agreement prior to the sale for the college to grant easements and allow for future sidewalk construction.
Administrator Kessel then introduced Arnout Bouwers, journalist of the deVolkskrant newspaper in Amsterdam, Netherlands.  Mr. Kessel said he met Mr. Bouwers while in Europe during the German Marshall Fellowship trip.  The City Administrator said Mr. Bouwers is now on a fellowship of his own and will be meeting with officials in the City Hall community room at 9:00 a.m. tomorrow with all Councilmembers invited to attend.  Mayor Schmitz welcomed Mr. Bouwers to Wahpeton.
Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 662
WAHPETON VETERANS SPECIAL EVENT (VFW)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor reported almost all preliminary requests for the 2003 City Budget have been received and documented.  He said the Finance Committee will be given a report when it next meets.

The Public Works Director reported Water Well #2 was demolished when a motorist intentionally smashed her vehicle into it.  He said the driver’s insurance company refuses to honor a claim for damages and the matter should be reviewed by the Finance Committee and City Attorney.  Mayor Schmitz instructed the review be completed.

Public Works Director Lein presented documentation for the Lagoon Aeration Improvement Project No. 1-1-02 to install new equipment in the primary cell at the lagoon system at an estimated cost of $449,000.00.  Answering a question from the Mayor, Director Lein said most of the construction should be completed this year. The City Attorney said 1-1-02 will be a City-wide district (although payments for the construction costs are planned through the Sewer Fund).  Attorney Lies presented the usual series of required Resolutions.  He said bids for the project will be opened August 29, 2002 at 1:00 p.m.

Councilmember Beyer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3144
RESOLUTION CREATING SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-02

(LAGOON AERATION)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Hansey, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Hansey offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3145
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF ENGINEER’S REPORT

FOR SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-02

(LAGOON AERATION)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Loberg offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3146
RESOLUTION RECEIVING AND APPROVING ENGINEER’S REPORT

FOR SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-02

(LAGOON AERATION)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3147
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN
SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-02

(LAGOON AERATION)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3148
RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN

SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-02

(LAGOON AERATION)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3149
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PUBLICATION OF ADVERTISEMENT

FOR BIDS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF AN IMPROVEMENT

IN SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-02

(LAGOON AERATION)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Badgley, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Economic Development Coordinator Priebe distributed the 2nd quarter report of the Economic Development Department including year-to-date financial reports of the Sales Tax Funds, Jobs Development Authority, Mini-Match Program, Bond Payments, and Reserve Funds.  She said the information will also be reviewed by the Economic Development Commission at its meeting tomorrow. 
Coordinator Priebe reported she had attended an Economic Development seminar in Michigan where the City’s “10-Year Review Report” received a superior recognition award.  
The City Attorney reported he and the Public Works Director have put together information for 2nd reading of City-wide Street Weight Restrictions and Enforcement Ordinance No. 837.  He said the information will be mailed to the Public Works and Public Safety Committee for consideration at its next meeting.

Mayor Schmitz said a letter from the Attorney General was received regarding a Substance Abuse Public Forum in Fargo and asked the City Administrator and Police Chief to attend.
The Mayor reported five applications have been received for consideration of appointment to the vacant At-large Councilmember position.  He said the applicants are:  James Aldrich, Mike Diekman, Steve Helgeson, Lori Conway, and Alissa Mitskog.  Mayor Schmitz and the City Attorney reported on the methods to fill the position:  Council appoints today, interviews the applicants and appoints later, or calls for a special election.

One of the applicants, Lori Conway, was in attendance, addressed the City Council as to her desire to fill the vacancy and gave reasons why she felt qualified.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Loberg, to appoint Alissa Mitskog to fill the At-Large Councilmember position.

Councilmembers Badgley and Hansey said they felt the applicants should be interviewed before an appointment is confirmed.

Upon vote on the motion to appoint an At-Large Councilmember, the following voted in favor:  Christensen, Loberg; and the following voted against the motion:  Beyer, Hansey, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley.  Whereupon Mayor Schmitz declared the motion lost on a vote of 2 in favor and 5 opposed.
Motion by Loberg, seconded by Hansey, for the City Administrator to contact applicants for At-large Councilmember vacancy and schedule interviews with the Finance and Personnel Committee.  Motion carried 6-1.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; voting nay:  Christensen.

Councilmember Christensen nominated Tim Schmidt as Council President.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Loberg.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Loberg, to close nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for Tim Schmidt as Council President.  Motion carried, all voting aye.

Mayor Schmidt appointed the following:  Councilmember Schmidt as Vice Chairman of the Public Works and Public Safety Committee; Councilmember Tollefson as Chairman of the Finance and Personnel Committee; Councilmember Beyer as Vice Chairman of the Finance and Personnel Committee.  The Mayor noted the Committees may be restructured once the At-Large Councilmember vacancy is filled.
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Schmidt, to appoint Councilmembers Loberg (2005) and Tollefson (2003) as the City Council’s representatives on the Economic Development Commission.  Motion carried, all voting aye. 

Councilmember Beyer reported for the Finance and Personnel Committee.  He said the Committee met with Jerry Meide and his attorney.  He said promises were made by Mr. Meide to deliver payments to City Hall by certain dates.  Mr. Beyer noted the minutes of the meeting were in front of each member and the Committee is going to review if promises have been kept or not.  Another item, Mr. Beyer reported, deals with the proposed “Grow with Wahpeton” campaign to encourage employees to live in the City.  He said funding is proposed through the Sales Tax Fund and the proposal will be discussed by the Economic Development Commission at its meeting tomorrow.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Christensen, to approve payment of bills presented in the amount of $406, 440.15 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds.  Motion carried. 7-0. Voting aye::  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; voting nay:  None.
Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following reports:  MAY Wahpeton Water Works; 2nd QTR Economic Development Department; JUL Municipal Court; JUL Police Department;  Motion carried, all voting aye:  

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

Noon, August 7, 2002



 * PUBLIC WORKS & PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Noon, August 15, 2002

* FLOOD MITIGATION COMMITTEE


Immediately following adjournment
Motion by Loberg, seconded by Christensen, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________
                       Duane M. Schmitz, Mayer
ATTEST:
______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor







