City of Wahpeton Minutes
JULY 15, 2002
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 15TH day of July, 2002, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, David P. Badgley.

The following member was absent: Councilmember Glen H. Tollefson.
Officers present:  City Administrator Kessel, Public Works Director Lein, Police Chief Lotzer, Assessor Broadland, Attorney Lies, Auditor Anderson.   
Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((( (((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Mayor Schmitz, the Councilmembers, Officers, and members in the audience all observed a minutes of silent prayer in memory of Council President Warren Meyer who had passed away suddenly on July 11th.

Councilmember Beyer read a tribute to Mr. Meyer entitled, “Take Time to Have Some Desert.”

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held July 1, 2002.  Motion carried.
Dusty Mauch, Manager of the Mug Shots Liquor License, attended and reported on changes agreed to in order to obtain a special off-premises liquor license during the Crazy Dakota Days street dance on July 16th.  He said the fenced-in liquor sales area has been reduced in size and drinks will not be allowed out of the area.  Police Chief Lotzer confirmed the agreements and said he recommends the license be granted.  He added that the proper proof of insurance has been supplied and special policing will be provided.  Chief Lotzer further recommended that the time for serving alcoholic beverages be from 5:00 p.m. to midnight rather than 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m. as requested on the application.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Hansey, to issue a special off-premises liquor license to Mug Shots, Inc., for the Crazy Dakota Days street dance under the terms proposed by the Police Chief.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Badgley; voting nay:  None.

The City Administrator reported the Building Official Service Contract’s terms have been agreed to by Wayne Steiner who will begin his duties immediately upon approval by the City Council.  Mr. Steiner was in attendance and was introduced to the City Council.

Answering questions from the Council, Administrator Kessel said there are a few changes from the last contract—among which are:  The contract is non-transferable, it runs through June 30, 2003, notice to terminate must be in writing, a 2-hour response time is required, some hourly-basis wages have been removed and the percentage of fees paid to the contractor has been increased to 85% (from 80%), and plumbing inspections will be by the State with its own direct billing.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Beyer, to approve the Building Official Service Contract with Wayne Steiner.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Badgley; voting nay:  None.

Administrator Kessel reported a “Grow With Wahpeton” committee is being formed to address population matters.  He suggested the Finance & Personnel Committee may want to discuss some of the proposals.  Mayor Schmitz agreed and assigned the matter as recommended.
Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 661
WAHPETON SENIOR CITIZENS HARMONY CLUB
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Badgley, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor submitted a report of all in-City financial institutions and assets pledged by each depository as protection of the City’s deposit balance as of June 30, 2002.  The Auditor said the pledges are a requirement of State Law and must  be approved Council motion.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve the following pledges of depositories as of June 30, 2001:

Designated Depository

Funds on Deposit
FDIC/NCUA

Additional

Total Pledged
Community First Bank

 $3,751,374.95  

 $100,000.00
           $5,668,466.97
             $5,768,466.97


US Bank


        60,000.00

   100,000.00

  133,743.34

    233,743.34

Wells Fargo Bank

      115,000.00
 
   100,000.00
                699,038.02

    799,038.02
American Federal Bank

      690,000.00
 
   100,000.00
             1,104,905.72

 1,204,905.72
Bremer Bank


      485,000.00

   100,000.00

  536,338.97

    636,338.97

First Community Credit Union
      100,000.00
  
   100,000.00
                198,000.00

    298,000.00
Gate City Federal Savings Bank
            none

         n/a

          
         n/a

                         n/a

Peoples State Bank

            none

         n/a

   
         n/a

                         n/a

Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Badgley; voting nay:  None.

The Public Works Director reported advertisement for bids were published for demolition and removal of 4 flood protection buildings.  He said the only submitted bid was from Comstock Construction in the amount of $32, 010.00.  Director Lein said the bid is in line with previous demolition amounts and recommended the bid be accepted.  Answering a question from Mr. Hansey, Director Lein identified the location of each of the properties.
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to award the contract to Comstock Construction for demolition and removal of flood project buildings for the bid amount of $32,010.00.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Badgley; voting nay:  None.

Director Lein reminded the Council that there will be a public informational meeting at City Hall on Thursday between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. to discuss the 16th Avenue North Reconstruction Project.

The Public Works Director reported the proposed, revised Municipal Service Agreement with Otter Tail Power Company is completed and ready for approval.  Mr. Lein said the contract deals with pumping and civil defense sirens.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Badgley, to approve the revised Municipal Service Agreement with Otter Tail Power Company.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Badgley; voting nay:  None.

Mayor Schmitz noted a letter has been received from the Adjutant General on the anticipated relocation of the National Guard Unit to the Armed Forces Reserve Center in December.

The Auditor reported on items under consideration by the Finance & Personnel Committee.  He said he has received notice that the $8,000.00 check from Jerry Meide for payment of delinquent Tax Increment Financing District taxes was returned to the Richland County Treasurer marked “NSF.”  The Auditor said the Treasurer has presented the check again but he doesn’t know if it has cleared.

Auditor Anderson said preliminary budget forms have been distributed to department heads and they are to be returned in two weeks.  He said once the total requests are known the Finance Committee and City Council will get heavily involved in the process to finalize the 2003 budget.

Councilmember Christensen reported the Public Works & Public Safety Committee had not met on the assigned items.

The Public Works Director said second reading of Ordinance No. 837 will be delayed as there are still some loose ends to tie up for language regarding City-wide Street Restrictions & Enforcement.

Councilmember Loberg offered second reading of the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 838

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 8-405

LOUD, DISTURBING AND UNNECESSARY NOISES PROHIBITED

 The Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Hansey, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

There were no bills or reports presented.
Councilmember Badgley reported the Richland County Zoning Board will be meeting at Paula’s in Mooreton on July 23rd at 7:00 p.m.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

Noon, July 17, 2002



 * PUBLIC WORKS & PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Not scheduled

* FLOOD MITIGATION COMMITTEE


Noon, July 18, 2002
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Loberg, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________
                       Duane M. Schmitz, Mayer
ATTEST:
______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






