City Council Meeting

February 2, 2009

5:00 pm

Council Members Present: Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Sturdevant, Mitskog
Council Members Absent: 

Staff Present:  Broadland, MacIver, Huwe, Nelson, Priebe
Staff Absent: Thorsteinson, Lies
Others Present: Appell, Erickson
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order. 5:02 Pm

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Bertsch to approve the January 20, 2009 Council Minutes.  Motion carried 8-0.
Public Hearings
Hearing of Final Plat of Comstock Addition-

Mayor Sturdevant asked if there were any written protests received and Huwe said that no written protests were received. 

Councilmember Hansey offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION: 3367 

APPROVING THE PLAT OF COMSTOCK ADDITION AND REQUESTING THAT IT BE RECORDED WITHOUT COORDINATOR’S CERTIFICATE
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bertsch, Motion Passed 8-0.
REPORTS
Interim City Coordinator/Finance Director Huwe– Huwe stated that there are a few games of chance permits to approve this evening.  

Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:
Raffle –Craig Manske Benefit
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries, Motion Passed 8 -0.

Councilmember Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption:
Raffle – Zonta Club
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bohn, Motion Passed 8-0.
Councilmember Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:
Raffle – Head of the Red Gun and Archery Club
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bajumpaa, Motion Passed 8-0.
Councilmember Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:
Raffle - Wahpeton Fire Department
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries, Motion Passed 8-0.
Huwe noted that City Hall will be closed February 16th in observance of President’s Day and the next City Council meeting will be Tuesday February 17th at 5pm.
Huwe requested a meeting of the Capital Improvements Committee for Tuesday, February 10th at 12:00pm.  Mayor Sturdevant then called a Capital Improvements Committee meeting for Tuesday February 10th at 12:30pm.  Committee members include Bohn, Hansey, Sturdevant, Huwe, and Nelson.
Huwe noted that a City Council Retreat is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, March 18th at 12:00 pm at the Hughes Shelter.  She also asked that if any council members have a conflict with this time to please let her know.  

Legislative Updates-
Huwe gave the following legislative updates:
House bill 1366 was presented and proposed to increase state aid distribution by an increase of the formula from 4/10 of a percent to 5/10 of a percent and this received a do not pass recommendation from the Finance and Taxation Committee.
House bill 1268 was also discussed which is the proposed legislation to exempt clothing from sales tax.  Huwe said we will be watching this very closely and she said we are hoping there are alternatives to this plan.  One of the alternatives would be sales tax holidays, which wouldn’t be ideal for retailers but would be less detrimental to sales tax revenue.
Senate bill 2316 – proposing the State Water Commission contribute 65% of local costs for flood control projects throughout the state.  Huwe said this bill has a very large fiscal note attached to it which may impact on whether it’s passed or not.
Legislative Crossover is on February 20th so she said we will keep watching the legislative disscusions and will keep on having the legislative phone conferences on Friday’s.

Huwe reminded everyone that Celebrate Cities day at the Legislature is Friday, February 27th in Bismarck.
ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   

No formal report

ATTORNEY LIES – 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  

Priebe noted that the Activity report was communicated via email and asked for any questions.  
Priebe handed out a magazine called Global Corporate Expansion that had an ad about Wahpeton regarding the manufacturing businesses.

Priebe noted that at the Planning Commission meeting they moved to set up a joint public hearing at the March 2nd Council meeting regarding zero setbacks.

Priebe said that at the Planning Commission discussed the NSP Grant application, she will be hearing later in the week if we will be invited for full application.
Priebe said that at the Planning Commission meeting the Housing Entry Level Program (HELP) program was discussed and could be used in conjunction with the NSP Grant.

Resource Room- 
Priebe stated the technology updates have been made to the former Parks & Recreation Office space and a draft Lease Agreement with MEP and the Small Business Development Center is in the works.  
FINANCE DIRECTOR HUWE – See Interim City Coordinator
LIBRARIAN – 

No formal report

POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON –  

No formal report

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON – 

Nelson asked the council to take action on declaring a snow emergency.  Nelson said the Governor has declared snow emergencies in some counties and Richland County is one of those.  Wahpeton is eligible to receive some funding from the state if the City Council were to make an emergency declaration for snow removal.  
Councilmember Hansey offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION: 3366 

EMERGENCY DECLARATION FOR SNOW REMOVAL
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Mitskog, Motion Passed 8-0.
Bertsch asked what the financial amount would be from the state. Nelson responded that we would have to incur costs in excess of 200% of our 5 year average, and for anything beyond that 200% we would receive 25% of costs incurred.  For a city our size we would qualify for the 25% match.
Motion carried 8-0.

Nelson requested referral of the Preliminary Engineer’s Report for Improvement District 08-01-06 (Central Business District).  Mayor referred this to PW/PS.
Referral of Engineer’s Report for Improvement District 08-01-06 (Side Streets Adjacent to Dakota Avenue). Mayor referred this to PW/PS.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM MAYOR –

Mayor Sturdevant received a letter from St. John’s School requesting that the haul routes be revisited for the dike project.  He said that this issue will be discussed at the next Flood Committee meeting.
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee –  

Bohn said the Finance Committee met on January 28th at 12:00pm.  Bohn said the first item they took action on was the Arts Council Request for Gallery on Dakota Avenue.  She said there was a unanimous recommendation to refer project application to the EDC for possible funding with sales tax dollars.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to refer project application for the Arts Council to the EDC for possible funding with sales tax dollars. MC 8-0.
2008 Fiscal Year End Transfers 

Bohn presented a unanimous recommendation to approve the year end transfers as presented. 

Huwe was asked to elaborate on some of the amendments that were made to the budget.  Huwe stated the General Fund Departments expense budgets were under budget cumulatively $36,772.79.  The General Fund Revenue budget exceeded projection by $79,917.24 creating an $116,690.04 fund surplus.  Huwe noted that our budget is set by ordinance so in order to be compliant with ordinance we would need to acknowledge what really happened.  Huwe recommended the following FYE transfers:
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BEG. BALANCE 1/1/08

$327,513.70

REVENUE YTD 12/31/08

$2,646,818.47

EXPENSE YTD 12/31/08

-$2,530,128.43

END BALANCE 12/31/08

$444,203.74

GAIN IN FUND BALANCE

$116,690.04

TRSFR FROM FUND 423

$169.00

TOTAL SURPLUS

$116,859.04

TRANSFERS OUT

LIBRARY LEVY SHORTAGE

$7,500.00

RETIREMENT LEVY SHORTAGE

$14,200.00

GENERAL FUND RESERVE

$43,100.00

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

$52,059.04

TOTAL

$116,859.04


Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bertsch to approve the transfers as presented. 

Role call vote: voting aye- Bohn, Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa.
2008 Budget Amendments

Bohn said there was a unanimous recommendation to approve the budget amendments as presented and now we will be publishing this information for public review.
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MAJOR FUNDS 

BAL. 1/1/08

REVENUE

TRANSFERS IN

TRANSFERS OUT

EXPENSE

BAL. 12/31/08

101

General Fund

$277,913.70

$2,281,467.31

$285,433.91

$181,348.87

$2,385,552.35

$277,913.70

229

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS TOTAL

$769,996.06

$30,000.00

$111,316.01

$149,400.00

$761,912.07

320

SALES TAX FUND

$1,292,361.58

$551,893.00

$170,000.00

$409,393.00

$1,264,861.58

321

SALES TAX RESERVE FOR REC

$1,192,259.55

$270,946.50

$40,000.00

$1,253,220.82

$169,985.23

326

REVOLVING LOAN FUND

$1,371,302.57

$30,000.00

$0.00

$1,401,302.57

ALL

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

$1,630,178.21

$719,369.65

$586,908.80

1441614.56

$1,494,842.10

ALL

CAPITAL PROJECTS

-$1,173,158.05

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

-$1,173,158.05

TOTAL BUDGETED

$5,360,853.62

$3,883,676.46

$983,658.72

$391,348.87

$5,639,180.73

$4,197,659.20

BUDGETED ENTERPRISE MAJOR FUND

201

WATER

$713,812.33

$1,097,134.00

$112,000.00

$985,134.00

$713,812.33

2008 ACTUALS FYE 12/31/08 INCLUDING FYE TRANSFERS GOVERNMENT FUNDS

MAJOR FUNDS 

BAL. 1/1/08

REVENUE

TRANSFERS IN

TRANSFERS OUT

EXPENSE

BAL. 12/31/08

101

General Fund

$327,513.70

$2,358,850.67

$288,136.80

$164,709.60

$2,439,177.87

$370,613.70

229

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS TOTAL

$769,996.06

$30,960.13

$163,375.04

$240,534.66

$723,796.57

320

SALES TAX FUND

$1,292,361.58

$549,609.96

$160,016.13

$443,155.55

$1,238,799.86

321

SALES TAX RESERVE FOR REC

$1,192,259.55

$311,825.59

$1,327,860.95

$176,224.19

326

REVOLVING LOAN FUND

$1,371,302.57

$40,377.95

$210,502.63

$1,201,177.89

ALL

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

$1,803,428.67

$853,036.27

$649,206.17

5000

$1,495,222.90

$1,805,448.21

ALL

CAPITAL PROJECTS

-$1,173,158.05

$146,922.89

$1,828,680.83

$7,182.08

$1,250,232.22

-$454,968.63

TOTAL BUDGETED

$5,583,704.08

$4,291,583.46

$2,929,398.84

$336,907.81

$7,406,686.78

$5,061,091.79

BUDGETED ENTERPRISE MAJOR FUND

201

WATER

$713,812.33

$960,184.71

$112,000.00

$894,012.30

$667,984.74

REQUESTED BUDGET AMENDMENTS

ADJUST BUDGET TO ACTUALS

MAJOR FUNDS 

BAL. 1/1/08

REVENUE

TRANSFERS IN

TRANSFERS OUT

EXPENSE

BAL. 12/31/08

101

General Fund

$327,513.70

$77,383.36

$2,702.89

-$16,639.27

$53,625.52

$370,613.70

229

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS TOTAL

$769,996.06

$960.13

$52,059.03

$0.00

$91,134.66

$731,880.56

320

SALES TAX FUND

$1,292,361.58

-$2,283.04

$0.00

-$9,983.87

$33,762.55

$1,266,299.86

321

SALES TAX RESERVE FOR REC

$1,192,259.55

$40,879.09

$0.00

-$40,000.00

$74,640.13

$1,198,498.51

326

REVOLVING LOAN FUND

$1,371,302.57

$10,377.95

$0.00

$0.00

$210,502.63

$1,171,177.89

ALL

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS

$1,803,428.67

$133,666.62

$62,297.37

$5,000.00

$53,608.34

$1,940,784.32

ALL

CAPITAL PROJECTS

-$1,173,158.05

$146,922.89

$1,828,680.83

$7,182.08

$1,250,232.22

-$454,968.63

TOTAL BUDGETED

$5,583,704.08

$407,907.00

$1,945,740.12

-$54,441.06

$1,767,506.05

$6,224,286.21

BUDGETED ENTERPRISE MAJOR FUND

201

WATER

$713,812.33

-$136,949.29

$112,000.00

-$91,121.70

$555,984.74


Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to accept the budget amendments as stated and to publish the year end statements.  MC 8-0.
Neighborhood Stabilization Grant Program

Bohn said there was a unanimous recommendation to waive the RLF guidelines for new construction pertaining to the grant proposal.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Mitskog to waive the RLF guidelines for funding on new construction pertaining to the grant proposal.
Roll Call vote: voting aye: Bohn, Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa.
Use of Time Clocks for City Staff

Bohn said that there is new software needed in order to implement time clocks.  She said we would like Huwe to evaluate new software that would need to be implemented.  She said there was a unanimous recommendation to revisit topic in the 2010 budget process
Public Works Committee –  

Hansey noted that they covered three items at the meeting on January 27th which are as follows:
Hansey said the committee covered dilapidated properties which are a normal item on the agenda of the first meeting of the month.
Hansey said they discussed the costs and benefits associated with the Southside Drainage Basin Plan.
Request from Jim Link for Reimbursement for Sewer Service Repair-
Hansey said they discussed the request for reimbursement for sewer service repair and for the claim placed to the NDIRF.  Hansey said he spoke with Jerry Lien, but the incident happened eight years ago and he wasn’t very familiar with the equipment that was used.  Hansey said it was a recommendation of the committee to do as they usually do, which is to not go against the NDIRF, which meant not accepting the claim 
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt to deny request for reimbursement to Mr. Link.
Bohn asked what the total claim was, and Hansey stated that is was over $10,000 and Jim was asking for about a 50% reimbursement.
MC 8-0.

Hansey noted that he has a little issue with the way the NDIRF handled the claim.  He said that Jim Link was never notified at any time and the claim was dragged out for months and months.  Hansey said he would get in contact with the local representative to see what could’ve been done better.
Sturdevant elaborated on his feelings regarding the NDIRF.

Mitskog asked if we could send a letter on behalf of the council of the feelings of the. Sturdevant said that we will let Hansey talk to our local representative before sending a letter.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS
Motion by Mitskog seconded by Bertsch to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 8-0.  
Sturdevant noted that the Mayor’s Ad Hoc committee is waiting for a formal request from the CDC in regards to hiring a consultant.

Public Hearing Zero Set Backs
Priebe gave an overview of the discussion had at the Planning Commission meeting regarding amending the zoning ordinance for Zero Set Backs in order to inform the council of what will happen at the Public Hearing on March 2nd, 2009.
Mayor Sturdevant scheduled the joint Public Hearing with the Planning Commission for March 2nd 2009.
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL Feb 9 12pm

  
* PUBLIC WORKS 
Feb 10, 5pm         

 
* FLOOD   




  


* VECTOR CONTROL

* CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS CMT Feb 10, 12:30pm






Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn. 5:35 pm
_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Erickson City Coordinators Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by sme. 

