City Council Meeting

January 5, 2009
5:00 pm
Council Members Present:  Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Sturdevant, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Mitskog
Council Members Absent: 

Staff Present:  Huwe, Lies, Thorsteinson, MacIver, Nelson, Priebe, Broadland
Others Present: Erickson, Appell
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order.  5:02 Pm

Motion by Wateland, seconded by Hansey to approve the December 15, 2008 Council Minutes.  Motion carried 8-0.
Motion by Bajumpaa, seconded by Schmidt to approve the December 29, 2008 Council Minutes.  Motion carried 8-0.
PUBLIC HEARING
Sign Code Hearing – 

Councilmember Hansey offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION 3364
RESOLUTION ADOPTING

CITY OF WAHPETON SIGN CODE

(1-05-2009)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Mitskog. Motion Passed 8-0.
Request by David Badgley for Revisions to the Sump Pump Ordinance Relating to Inspections – Nelson stated that Badgley did not plan on coming to the meeting, but would like this issue referred to PW/PS.  Mayor referred this issue to public works. 
BreatheND Request City support of coalition efforts to support a state wide initiative to educate people about the dangers of second hand tobacco smoke (Alderman Mitskog) – Mayor deferred this issue to the next Council meeting. 
REPORTS

Interim City Coordinator Huwe – Huwe stated that there is one Gaming Permit to approve this evening.  

Councilmember Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption:

Raffle-Wahpeton Wrestling Club
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bohn, Motion Passed 8-0.
ND Housing Finance Agency Neighborhood Stabilization Program - $6.6 million available to cities such as Wahpeton in a grant fund.  The deadline for the pre-application is due January 15th.  Huwe said that if any council members have input on this program to contact one of the Development Team Members.  She noted this issue is not ready for committee referral.  
2009 Property Tax Allocation – Huwe had three handouts illustrating the Tax allocations for 2009 and also had the 2007 and 2008 Property Tax Levy distributions.
Legislative Contacts & Calendar – Huwe updated Council about the meeting held with the local legislators, and noted that we will be holding conference calls every Friday to get updates on different legislative issues. Huwe provide a handout of State and National Legislative Contacts and also provided The Effective Hometown Advocate which included the NDLC Legislative Calendar.
ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   No formal report
ATTORNEY LIES -   No formal report
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  
-Activity Report – Priebe had no oral report for the meeting, but sent out the activity report via email.  
FINANCE DIRECTOR HUWE– See Interim Coordinator
LIBRARIAN MACIVER – No formal report
POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON – Thorsteinson requested referral to PW/PS Committee purchase of 2009 squad car.  Mayor referred this issue.  Thorsteinson noted that he will present bids for the car to the committee. 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON – 

-Nelson requested referral to PW/PS Committee a request from Jim Link, 1304 4th St N for Reimbursement for Sewer Service Repairs.  Mayor referred this issue to PW/PS.
-Nelson requested referral to PW/PS Committee a review of roads receiving winter maintenance.  Mayor referred this issue to PW/PS Committee.

-Nelson requested referral to PW/PS Committee a Professional Service Agreement with Interstate Engineering Inc for the Urban Roads Maintenance Projects 2009.  Mayor referred this issue to PW/PS.
Flood Mitigation:

Sturdevant asked Nelson to explain the items under the Flood Mitigation section
-Nelson stated one item the Flood Committee took action on was a recommendation to approve change order #2 for Flood Protection Improvements, Harry Stern Airport Construction Contract decreasing the prior adjusted contract price ($10,165) from $568,620 to $558,455.  The decrease is attributed to re-alignment of the storm sewer pipeline due to right of way issues.
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by DeVries to approve change order #2 for Flood Protection Improvements, Harry Stern Airport Construction Contract.  Motion carried 8-0.
-Nelson said the second item the committee took action on was to recommend approval of the proposed haul routes for the Stage 3A levee construction project.  Nelson presented an overhead projection of the levee construction project of the proposed haul routes that will be utilized by the trucks during construction.  May 15 – Nov 1 is the proposed time frame that the trucks will be running.  This issue was posed about the number of children that will be present on the proposed routes and the danger that could present.  Further discussion was had on the number of children being present on the haul route and the different options that could be sought out. 
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Mitskog to approve the proposed haul routes for the Stage 3A levee construction project.
Thorsteinson gave a few different suggestions to change the haul routes and suggested putting more emphasis on education of citizens on the haul routes and to heavily enforce the crosswalk violations around the haul route.  Further discussion was had on different routes that could be taken through town and the effects on the cost of the project these routes would have.  
Bohn asked what the difference in width between 4th St and 2nd St.  Nelson said that 2nd St probably has a little more pavement width.  
Bertsch asked if this issue could be turned back to committee for further discussion.  Schmidt commented that there was extensive discussion at the Flood Mitigation meeting and there are not many other feasible routes to be sought out.  

Extensive discussion was had on cost effects of different routes, the safety of children with the proposed haul route and the thoughts of the Flood Mitigation Committee on the proposed haul route

Nelson said that the plan needs to be submitted by this Friday, but the haul route could be modified after that date. 

Role call vote: voting aye-Schmidt, Hansey, DeVries, Bajumpaa and Bohn. Voting nay-Bertsch, Wateland, and Mitskog
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee –  
Bohn stated that one item discussed was the Server Replacement/Off Site Data storage for City Hall
-There was a unanimous recommendation to pursue a contract up to $20,000 for City Hall server replacement and off-site data storage
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to pursue a contract up to $20,000 for City Hall server replacement and off-site data storage.
Roll call vote: voting aye: Bohn, Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn.
Public Works Committee –  

Hansey had no formal report
Resolutions –

Councilmember Hansey offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION 3365

RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF ENGINEER’S REPORT(S)

FOR IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 08-01-06

(CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT)

(PHASE II – SIDE STREETS)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bertsch, Motion Passed 8-0.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

Motion by DeVries seconded by Schmidt to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 8-0.  

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:
* EDC-CDC in ED AD HOC    January 8, 2009 @ 12:00pm
* FINANCE & PERSONNEL   January 12, 2009 @ 12:00pm  
* PUBLIC WORKS 

   January 13, 2009 @ 5:00pm         

 
Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn.      
_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Erickson City Coordinators Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by sme. 

