City of Wahpeton Minutes

JUNE 19, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 19th day of June, 2000, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Charles B. Christensen, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Tim Schmidt, James P. Sturdevant.

The following members were absent: Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Hauck, Dr. Delay Mathiason. 

Officers present:  City Administrator, Public Works Director, Police Chief, Loan Administrator, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Meyer, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held June 5, 2000. Motion carried.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Christensen, for the City Council to convene as the City Canvassing Board.  Motion carried, all voting aye.  The Auditor presented the Official Abstract of Votes as certified by the Richland County Canvassing Board.  The results of the June 13, 2000 Election were shown as:
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Motion by Loberg, seconded by Sturdevant, to declare the canvassed election results official.  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Christensen, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Loberg, to adjourn the Canvassing Board.  Motion carried, all voting aye.

City Administrator Shawn Kessel reported there will be some changes in assigning duties for payroll and benefits plus there are several areas of the Employee Policy Manual which need amendment due to the creation of his position.  Both will require motions by the City Council, he said, and he understands the City’s rules require presentation at a Council meeting prior to review and recommendation by Committee.  Mayor Schmitz then directed that the two matters be entered upon the agenda of the next meeting of the Personnel and Public Safety Committee.

Administrator Kessel noted that Councilmember Mathiason is currently the City’s representative on the S.E.M.C.A. Board.  With the Council’s approval, Mr. Kessel said,  he would be willing to serve in Mr. Mathiason’s stead.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Meyer, to appoint Shawn Kessel as the City of Wahpeton’s representative on the S.E.M.C.A. Board of Directors. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The City Administrator reported there is a pressing need to replace the out-of-date computer equipment in his office.  Mr. Kessel noted there are sufficient funds budgeted for his department and he will obtain the new equipment through verbal and written quotes as required by Ordinance.  He added a multi-media projector will also be purchased through the approved budget at a cost of around $3,000.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the 7/01/2000-6/30/2001 Games of Chance Site Authorizations for Head of the Red Youth Activities Association at three locations:  1) Bois de Sioux Grill Room at 1305 RJ Hughes Drive; 2) Teddy’s at 318 Dakota Avenue; 3) Giuliana’s at 995 21st Avenue North.  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Auditor Anderson presented a renewal Promissory Note, dated June 1, 2000, in the amount of $247,500 with Norwest Bank.  He said the Note represents the balance of the $350,000 sales tax fund expenditure earlier approved (in 1998) by the City Council as a share of constructing the replacement golf clubhouse facility; the original having been removed because of levee construction.  The Auditor reported Norwest Bank and Community First Bank agreed to share in the loan with Norwest holding the note.  He said the original loan document has expired and the banks wish for a recorded Council motion agreeing to the renewal which will effect retirement of the balance by November 30, 2002.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Schmidt, to authorize the Mayor and City Auditor to execute the golf clubhouse $247,500 Promissory Note with Norwest Bank North Dakota. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The City Auditor reported the North Dakota State Fire & Tornado Fund has submitted documentation asking for City Council review of replacement cost valuations of several insured buildings & their contents.  Without objection, he said, the City Administrator, Public Works Director, and City Auditor will take care of request.

Auditor Anderson reported a letter and proposed Court Services Contract has been received from the Southeast Judicial District office.  He said the proposal addresses—among other things—several cost items and award percentages when municipal court defendants request and are granted a trial at District Court.  The City Attorney said he hadn’t reviewed the proposal at length but understands that all North Dakota Cities are being required to enter into agreement with District Courts when defendants submit a written appeal to move their trial out of Municipal Court.  Attorney Lies said there are two sections in the agreement but Wahpeton will eliminate the first section because that section only deals with Cities without a Municipal Court system.  He said the second section of the proposed agreement deals with procedural items and appears identical to the process currently agreed to between the City and District Court.   Councilmember Meyer asked the City Attorney if—after his review—he would be comfortable with a motion to approve.  Attorney Lies said there’s no rush but he would be willing to follow whatever Council direction is provided.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Schmidt, to authorize the City Attorney to review for approval, Section 2 of the proposed Court Services Contract with the Southeast Judicial District; to authorize the Mayor and City Auditor to execute the Contract upon recommendation of the City Attorney. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Public Works Director noted he had patiently waited for his turn as provided on the agenda.  He presented a map and discussed the plans for a recommended Storm Sewer in Schuett Addition described as Project No. 1-1-00.   Director Lein said the area is experiencing development and it is time to provide for contrived disposal of surface water.  The Director said the project will first serve the easterly portion and more areas will be served as they develop.  He said streets with curb and gutter will eventually replace existing rural road sections.  Director Lein said his estimated cost of the project is $100,280.  Attorney Lies then presented the Resolutions required to begin the project’s sequence.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3052

RESOLUTION CREATING

STORM SEWER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-00

(SCHUETT ADDITION)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Christensen, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Loberg offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3053

RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF

ENGINEER’S REPORT FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN

STORM SEWER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-00

(SCHUETT ADDITION)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Meyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Christensen, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Loberg offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3054

RESOLUTION RECEIVING AND APPROVING

ENGINEER’S REPORT FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN

STORM SEWER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-00

(SCHUETT ADDITION)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Meyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Christensen, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Meyer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3055

RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF PLANS 

AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR THE 

IMPROVEMENT IN STORM SEWER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-00

(SCHUETT ADDITION)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Christensen, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The Public Works Director reported there had been a meeting earlier in the day regarding assessment options for the downtown area Parking Lot Project 5-1-00.  He said there are ongoing discussions regarding proposals.

Director Lein observed that the continuing wet weather is causing a two-week to four-week delay in the 4th Street North resurfacing project.

The Police Chief reported he has received a letter from North Dakota State School of Science outlining the 2000 Homecoming Parade route.  He said the letter also requests approval for a parade permit and he would recommend approval.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Schmidt, to approve a permit for the NDSCS Homecoming Parade on October 7, 2000. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Mayor Schmitz reported on two letters in the correspondence file.  He said the first concerns the project in West Briarwood Addition and the other is an invitation from the Mayor of Selkirk, Manitoba to be that City’s guest when the canoe paddlers reach their destination.  The Mayor had no comment on the former and said his son’s wedding conflicts with the latter.

Councilmember Meyer reported for the Personnel & Public Safety Committee.  He said the Committee has agreed that the City Administrator has the authority to secure the personnel necessary to perform the duties of City Assessor.

Mr. Meyer also reported for the Finance & Economic Development Committee.  He stated the Committee met earlier in the day and voted unanimously to recommend the Lampy Ready Mix/MJM Lease be cancelled by mutual consent. Mr. Meyer said the Committee briefly reviewed the offer received for use of the old City Hall building and agreed that a meeting will be arranged with the proposing party in order to discuss the matter further.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Sturdevant,  to approve the request from Lampy Ready Mix/MJM Leasing for mutual consent to terminate the lease for the west half of Lot 2, Block 1, Schuett Addition. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Meyer reported the Finance & Economic Development Committee had invited two officials of Fastenal Company to meet and discuss the company’s offer to purchase the 1.39 acre-Lot 2, Block 2 in Schuett Addition for $7,500.  He said the company plans to expand, add at least five more employees, and the Committee voted 3-0 to recommend the sale be approved.  However, Mr. Meyer noted, City Ordinance requires support by three-fourths (or 6) votes of the entire City Council to sell land and there are not enough Councilmembers present for action on such a motion.  Therefore, he said, the matter will be taken up when the new Council organizes (immediately following this meeting) and newly-elected Councilmember Wayne Beyer is seated.

Councilmember Christensen  reported the Public Works Committee had not met.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Schmidt, to acknowledge receipt of the new Police Patrol Vehicle and authorize payment to Loberg Ford of the bid price of $19,658. Motion carried 4-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None; abstaining:  Loberg.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following reports:  MAY Wahpeton Water Works; MAY Municipal Judge. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Committee meeting dates were not scheduled.

Mayor Schmitz stated Councilmember Richard Hauck’s 12 years of service ends as of this meeting and, unfortunately, conflicts would not allow him to be present this evening.  In order for the City Council to adequately show its appreciation of his efforts, the Mayor said, Mr. Hauck will be invited to attend a future Council meeting and allow his fellow Councilmembers to express their gratitude.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Loberg, to adjourn sine die.  Motion carried.









      _____________________________________________

ATTEST:








    Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

__________________________________________


Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor  







