City of Wahpeton Minutes

October 2, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 2nd day of October, 2000, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen.

The following member were absent: Councilmembers Tim Schmidt, James P. Sturdevant.  Vacancy:  At-Large Councilmember. 

Officers present:  City Administrator, Public Works Director, Police Chief, Community Development Coordinator, Contracted Assessor, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Beyer, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held September 18, 2000. Motion carried.

As provided by Council motion on October 2nd, a public hearing was held concerning the grant for the proposed rail spur north of the City.  On behalf of Lake Agassiz Regional Council, Community Development Coordinator Priebe reviewed the HUD Grant funding proposal which will be administered by LARC.  No one attended in opposition and no written comments had been received.  Mayor Schmitz asked that the Council’s minutes note there were no protests.

A public hearing was then held regarding the requested Abatement of Taxes request for the year 1999 submitted by the Estate Representative of the Eleanor Houle Estate.  No one attended in opposition and no written comments had been received. 

The Auditor reported on the history of the request.  He said it had been denied by the City Council on August 21st  and forwarded to Richland County.  (August 21, 2000 minutes read:  “The City Administrator then reported on the Abatement of Taxes request for the year 1999 submitted by the Personal Representative of the Eleanor Houle Estate; the property described as North ½ of Lot 5, and all of Lot 6, Block 12, R.S. Tyler’s Addition.  He said the City’s contracted Assessor, Mitch Marcuson, has reviewed the application and recommends denial.  Mr. Kessel presented a letter from Mr. Marcuson in which the Assessor states the abatement should be denied in accordance with NDCC 57-02.11.  The letter noted the valuation was established on February 1, 1999, and, as the building  has been removed, there is no method for review.  Motion by Meyer, seconded by Loberg, to forward the Eleanor Houle Estate Abatement of Taxes request for the year 1999 to the Richland County Commission with the Council’s recommendation that the request be denied.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt; voting nay:  None.”)  Auditor Anderson noted that the Richland County Director of Tax Equalization had informed the City that the City had erred in the process of the earlier denial because the NDCC requires direct notification of a hearing to the estate representative.  Therefore, the City Council had scheduled tonight’s meeting and a notice had been supplied to estate representative Kathy Langenwalter.  

The City’s contracted Assessor, Mitch Marcusson, was in attendance.  Upon a request from the Council, he confirmed his earlier recommendation for denial.  Mr. Marcusson further stated the procedures for requesting abatements has been modified and applicants will now fill out an informal review sheet first.  He said an Abatement Application will only be used if there is a dispute after completion of the informal review.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Loberg, to accept the City Assessor’s recommendation and forward the Eleanor Houle Estate Abatement of Taxes request for the year 1999 to the Richland County Commission with the Council’s recommendation that the request be denied.  Motion carried 5-0.  

The City Administrator reported on the decision to resurrect the South Side Fire Hall as the 1st Ward Poll for the November 7th General Election.  He said it had been earlier thought that Americans with Disabilities Act requirements were in effect now and the Fire Hall didn’t meet them.  Since then, Mr. Kessel said, he has discovered that isn’t the case presently and, to eliminate problems, the poll will remain at its present location.  He said the new census data will be received in early 2001 and Ward boundaries may be redrawn.  Mr. Kessel said a decision on relocation of the Polling location will be delayed until that time.

Administrator Kessel reported Jerry Meide is interested in submitting a proposal for purchase and remodeling of the old City Hall building…but needs a 90-day extension of the proposal date in order to complete a formal plan.  The Finance Committee agreed to meet and consider the request for an extension.

Mr. Kessel noted that the Mayor’s Community Center Task Force has held its initial meeting and is scheduled to meet again tomorrow.  He wondered how often the City Council will want status reports.  Councilmember Meyer said it is his opinion that it is not necessary to receive a report until the group is ready with recommendations.  Mayor Schmitz agreed.  He said individual Councilmembers are welcome to visit with the City Administrator for updates.

The City Administrator noted that copies of 2001 City Budget materials had been distributed.  He said all is in balance following entry of approved Grades and Steps for the new year amounting to about a $6,000 reduction from the earlier projection.  He said there were a couple of other small changes…including restoration of the additional $5,000 requested for the fire calls line item.  Mr. Kessel said there will be no increase of mills levied by the City.  He noted the Finance Committee will report further later in the meeting.

Councilmember Christensen, offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-577

NORTH DAKOTA WOMEN OF TODAY

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Beyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor reported the County Treasurer received payment from Jerrry Meide for 1995’s delinquent property taxes on the lots discussed during the Council’s meeting on September 18.  Therefore, Mr. Anderson said, the properties will not be part of November’s County Tax Sale.

Auditor Anderson reported Jerry Meide has paid September’s $6,000 monthly pledge for reduction of delinquent taxes in Tax Increment Financing Districts.  The Auditor reported the new delinquent amount is now approximately $66,000.00

The Public Works Director reported Walter Potocki of 102 3rd Avenue South has agreed to the City’s offer to purchase his property for flood levy purposes.  Director Lein said the price, $91,100.00, was arrived at through the pre-flood appraised value and the closing should be completed within the next few days.  He asked for City Council approval of the Purchase Agreement.  Answering questions from the Council, the Public Works Director reported the south side levee requires the purchase of one more lot and the transaction should be completed in the near future.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to approve execution of the Purchase Agreement with Walter Potocki and Hattie Potocki for Lots 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22, Block 5, Original Townsite; price $91,100.00.  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen; voting nay:  None.

The Police Chief reported there are 6 applicants for the 4th Sergeant position from within the Police Department.  He said interviews with the six will be completed this week.

The City Attorney reported there has been a question asked as to City Ordinances regarding political candidate signs on boulevards.  Mr. Lies said he has visited with the Police Chief and learned that the smaller signs have historically been allowed. He asked about the City Council’s wishes regarding continuance of the policy. Councilmember Beyer wondered if larger signs could constitute a traffic safety issue.  The Police Chief replied that the Police Department continually monitors the placement and size of signs.  He said signs considered to affect intersection sight lines are removed or relocated.  Mayor Schmitz said it appears the matter has been addressed properly and recommended the Police Chief continue to use his discretion.  Members of the City Council agreed.

Councilmember Loberg reported for the Personnel & Public Safety Committee.  Following the resignation of the Economic Development Director, he said, Jane Priebe was assigned additional duties and was paid “out of grade.”  He said the City Administrator has now determined which of the economic development duties he will absorb and which will be permanently assigned to Ms. Priebe.  Mr. Loberg said the Committee has approved a new job description entitled “Economic Development Coordinator” at Pay Grade G, recommends the description be adopted, and that Jane Priebe be appointed to the position.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to approve the Economic Development Coordinator job description at Pay Grade G; to appoint Jane Priebe to the position beginning at Step 5 effective October 1, 2000 (pay period ending October 15th).  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen; voting nay:  None.

Committee Chairman Loberg then reported that the City Attorney had supplied the Council with a draft copy of the proposed amendment to the Employee Manual regarding full payment of unused sick leave under certain conditions of on-job injury and death.  He said the Committee had earlier recommended the amendment be approved.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to approve the Employee Manual amendment entitled, “ON-JOB INJURY RESULTING IN DEATH – PAYMENT OF UNUSED AND ACCRUED SICK LEAVE.”  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Meyer reported for the Finance & Economic Development Committee.  He noted that the 2001 City Budget is complete, in balance, and the Committee recommends approval.  Mr. Meyer said a large part of the income concerns collection of franchise fees, and, as the Committee feels user fees are kinder than raising funds through property taxes, it is recommended the franchise fees be continued.  He reported the Council had received a copy of the proposed Resolution annually adjusting liquor and cabaret fees by pay plan-granted cost of living percentage.  Mr. Meyer noted this year’s C.O.L. adjustment was approved at 2%. Chairman Meyer stated the Committee is also recommending approval of the 2001 Capital Improvements Budget.

Councilmember Meyer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3063

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 3006, EXTENDING

ACTIVIATION OF OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY FRANCHISE FEE

PURSUANT TO ORDINANCE NO. 604 (SECTION 4)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Meyer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3064

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 3007, EXTENDING

ACTIVIATION OF GREAT PLAINS NATURAL GAS CO. FRANCHISE FEE

PURSUANT TO ORDINANCE NO. 771

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Meyer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3065

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING 2001

LIQUOR AND CABARET LICENSE FEES

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor

Councilmember Meyer offered second reading of the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 819

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND

ESTABLISHING NON-CRIMINAL FEES

The Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Beyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Meyer offered second reading of the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 820

AN ORDINANCE MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE CITY OF

WAHPETON, NORTH DAKOTA FOR THE YEAR 2001

The Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Beyer, to approve the 2001 Capital Improvements Budget totaling $195,957.00.  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen; voting nay:  None.

Finance Committee Chair Meyer then discussed HUD’s “Dollar Homes” Program.  He said the Committee met with Economic Development Coordinator Priebe and discussed the program at length.  He said the Committee now recommends the City join the program whereby repossessed homes—after remaining unsold after 6 months—may be purchased by the City for $1, be rehabilitated utilizing Revolving Loan Funds, and then be sold at cost to low and moderate income purchasers.  Mr. Meyer said the recommendation contains provisions:  1) The City will have the option of purchase or non-purchase; 2) Rehabilitation costs cannot exceed $40,000; 3) An Inspection Team will be required consisting of a Councilmember, Certified Plumber, a General Contractor, and the City’s Codes Administrator; 4) the Inspection Team’s report must be submitted to the Public Works Committee…which, because of possible time restraints, will be empowered to make the final decision on purchase and rehab.  Chairman Meyer said Councilmember Schmidt has agreed to serve as the Inspection Team’s Councilmember/Plumber and will be authorized to arrange for the services of the general contractor. 

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to adopt the HUD “Dollar Homes” Program under the provisions recommended by the Finance & Economic Development Committee.  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen:  Voting nay:  None.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Loberg, to approve payment of bills presented in the amount of $422,066.93 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds.  Motion carried 5-0. Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen; voting nay: None.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Loberg, to approve the following report: SEP Police Department.  Motion carried 5-0. Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen,  Sturdevant; voting nay: None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:






* FLOOD MITIGATION
  
Noon

10/04/2000


* FINANCE & ECON DEV
Noon

10/09/2000

* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
Not scheduled





* PUBLIC WORKS
       
Not scheduled


Motion by Meyer, seconded by Beyer, to adjourn.  Motion carried.
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                                   Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor 

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

               Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor







