City of Wahpeton Minutes

JANUARY 7, 2002
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 7TH day of January, 2002, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following members were absent: Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey.

Officers present: Public Works Director Lein, Police Chief Lotzer, Community Development Coordinator Priebe, Assessor Broadland, Attorney Lies, Auditor Anderson.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held December 17, 2001.  Motion carried.

The Public Works Director introduced Jerilyn Gutzmer who has recently been appointed to the position of Utilities Administrator.

Mayor Schmitz noted that the City Administrator is not attendance but has submitted the following memo to each member of the City Council:  “1)  The Richland County Commissioners have invited the Wahpeton City Council to attend a 6:00 pm supper on January 14, 2002 at Prante’s restaurant.  The meeting is to discuss ongoing issues that affect both entities jointly. 

 2)  The City of Wahpeton’s Website will be changing in the near future.  A resident survey was used to make changes to the website with intentions of making it more user friendly, engaging, and to reflect all the City’s various departments and functions.  The intentions are to go “live” with the new site on March 1, 2002. 

 3)  The City Library officially became a City Department as of January 1, 2002.  All of their employees have the same rights, privileges and expectations of any other City employee.  Librarian MacIver will attend Council meetings on an “as needed” basis.

 4)  The Twin Towns Disaster Planning Committee is bringing nationally known speaker Capt. Al Haynes to Wahpeton January 24, 2002.  He will be providing two talks on Disaster Preparedness at the Stern Cultural Center (10 am and 7 pm).  Capt. Haynes was the pilot of the United jet that crashed in Sioux City, Iowa in 1989.  He has been seen on several national programs.  If you are interested in attending this event, please contact me for free tickets.  The talks are open to the public and free of charge.”   
Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-632
WAHPETON PARK BOARD

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Sturdevant, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-633

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-634
ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL CLOSE-UP

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor distributed—and briefly described—reports regarding recommended changes of the General Fund’s 2001 Budget for income and expense.  He explained that the State Examiners recommend the retroactive amendments so that estimated and actual figures are more in line at the end of the year.  This year, Auditor Anderson said, General Fund income is about $125,000 over projections and there was about $49,000 underspent on the expense side. The Auditor noted the explanations on the reports show a lot of the extra income concerns one-time-unexpected income through the State of North Dakota, extra building permit fees due to the Armed Forces Center project, extra franchise fee collections, and receipt of addition delinquent taxes & penalties.  He said expenditures always fluctuate because of weather conditions and other uncontrollable circumstances.  Plus, the Auditor said, the employees continue to be good managers of amounts allowed in departmental budgets.  Because of the volume of the information, Mayor Schmitz asked the Finance Committee to review the documentation and return with a recommendation. 
Auditor Anderson then presented a pie-chart report showing the distribution in 2002 to each taxing district of each $100 of property taxes collected in the City of Wahpeton.  
The Auditor’s reports included distribution reports for the years 2000 and 2001.  He observed that the amounts have changed minimally over the 3 years.  Auditor Anderson also presented a pie chart of property tax distribution which had been prepared by City Auditor H.T. Hintgen in 1954.  Mr. Anderson said Mr. Hintgen’s report of percentage distribution compares favorably with current numbers.
The City Auditor reported on the default of promised payment in full of Jerry Meide’s delinquent property taxes in Tax Increment Financing Districts.  He said a reminder—that Mr. Meide had promised to pay up the entire balance of $84,000 by December 31, 2001—had been forwarded to Mr. Meide on December 27th.  However, upon checking with the County Treasurer on the morning of December 31st, the Auditor said, he learned nothing had been paid so he went to Mr. Meide’s office.  Mr. Anderson reported he found the building’s door locked and a taped- up note stating that the business was closed all day. The Auditor said he understands the City Attorney has additional information.
The City Attorney reported he had been contacted by Jerry Meide and his banker after the first of the year with a proposal for an agreement by Mr. Meide—in concert with Community First Bank—to ensure payment of TIF delinquent taxes.  Attorney Lies said he will have additional information at the next Council meeting.

The Public Works Director reported the Ordinance requiring removal of sidewalk snow had been repealed in 1980.  But, he said, somehow the requirement was accidentally inserted back when Ordinances were all revised in 1986.  Mr. Lein asked—and Mayor Schmitz agreed—that the Public Works Committee should review the matter, decide upon appropriate action, and make recommendation to the City Council.

Director Lein presented an Application for Waste Collection Hauling and/or Disposal License submitted by Fraedrich Transport Inc. of Fargo, North Dakota.  He said all information and insurance documentation is attached…except for a letter allowing dumping at the Fargo Landfill.  Mr. Lein said the application is ready for review by Committee and the City Attorney.  Mayor Schmitz instructed Councilmember Christensen to add the item to the Public Works Committee agenda.

The Economic Development Coordinator reported the annual meeting of the Community Development Corporation will be held at Noon on Monday January 28, 2002 at Prante’s Restaurant.  A sign-up sheet was passed around the Council table.
Mayor Schmitz reported he has been informed January 28th also kicks off “Catholic Schools Week” and members of the City Council are invited to come to St. John’s School for coffee and cookies between 9 am and 4 pm.

Two letters were received from Midcontinent Communications.  The first announced the addition of the PAX TV channel.  The second was a copy of a letter being mailed to subscribers regarding monthly fee increases beginning in February.

Councilmember Loberg reported for the Personnel & Public Safety Committee.  He reported the Committee has completed its investigation of Police Patrol Vehicles and recommends award to Vision Ford for its bid of $18,352.00 with trade.  Mr. Loberg asked that he be allowed to abstain from voting because of a possible conflict of interest.  Mayor Schmitz granted Mr. Loberg’s request.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Tollefson, to approve the recommendation of the Personnel & Public Safety Committee for award of the Patrol Vehicle purchase contract as follows:

Name & Address of Bidder                       Vehicle
               ​​​​              Base Bid               Trade-in                     Net     .         
Vision Ford, Wahpeton

2002 Ford Crown Victoria V-8
$25,720.00
$ 7,368.00
 $18,352.00
Motion carried 5-0-1.  Voting aye: Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant;  voting nay: None;  abstaining:  Loberg.
Councilmember Meyer offered second reading of the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:
ORDINANCE NO. 833

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SUBSECTION 5-602 (1) b

{School Zone Speed Limits)

The Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and, upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Schmidt, Christensen; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.
Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to approve payment of bills presented in the amount of $315,939.11 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following report:  DEC Police Department.  Motion carried 6-0.
The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:
* PUBLIC WORKS 

         
Noon

01/11/02




* FINANCE & ECON DEV

Noon

01/15/02
* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 

Noon 

01/14/02





* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 

To be determined by Chairman
Motion by Meyer,  seconded by Schmidt, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________






                
Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






