City of Wahpeton Minutes

February 20, 2001

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 20th day of February, 2001, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson.

The following member was absent:  James P. Sturdevant.

Officers present:  City Administrator, Economic Development Coordinator, Police Chief, Attorney, Auditor’s Assistant.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Loberg, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held February 5, 2001. With the consent of the maker and the seconder of the motion, it was agreed to attach the verbatim statement of Ms. Weiblen as prepared by City Hall Staff from the video tape of the February 5th City of Wahpeton Council Meeting.  Janet Weiblen agreed to the proposed attachment.  Motion carried.

Janet Weiblen attended and stated that perhaps she was unclear or misunderstood when she directed her questions and concerns to the Council as to why the City has done nothing since the settlement of the lawsuit involving Jewel Jones-Van Tassel to help remedy the problems that resulted in the lawsuit.  Ms. Weiblen further stated that other Richland County communities have spoken out, but, the City of Wahpeton has been absent, remaining silent, and she believed that the City should do something proactive instead of reactive to help prevent these situations in the future.

Councilmember Meyer addressed Ms. Weiblen and stated that the City of Wahpeton was named as a defendant in the Van-Tassel lawsuit, whereas the public officials from the other communities were not.   Councilmember Meyer said that the lawsuit was a discrimination lawsuit and, from what he has read in the news media, the current objections involve some of the activities that were alleged by certain elected officials that related to sexual harassment.  Councilmember Meyer stated that those individuals were county employees and that is a county issue.  

The Mayor offered the following statement:  

“The City of Wahpeton is currently involved in litigation related to the information you desire. On the advice of legal counsel, we cannot answer your questions and risk jeopardizing the defense to the lawsuit.


The City of Wahpeton continues to strongly deny any wrongdoing by any of its elected or appointed officials in any of the lawsuits filed.

Your interest and concern is appreciated and we would like to direct any future correspondence or agenda items related to the matters you bring before us today to the appropriate committee.  The Personnel and Public Safety Committee deals with issues related to City staff members and with matters where the Public Safety of Wahpeton residents are concerned.  The Finance committee deals with all financial matters related to the City.”

Vicki Dawson, ND Workers Compensation Loss Prevention Specialist presented a certificate to the City of Wahpeton for successfully completing the Bureau’s Risk Management Program for the year 2000. Ms. Dawson informed the Council that as a participant of the Risk Management Program the City of Wahpeton has received discounts over the past few years totally more than $6,000.00.  Ms. Dawson further stated that for the premium year 2000 the City of Wahpeton received a 10% discount, which is the maximum discount available totaling $2,848.60.  In addition the ND Workers Compensation Bureau sent out dividend checks as a safety initiative based on a companies past experience with safety, their experience rating, and claims management.  The City of Wahpeton received a dividend check in the amount $4,603.32, for a total savings of $7,451.92 for the premium year 2000. Mayor Schmitz acknowledged Carla Broadland’s work on the Risk Management Program and thanked her for accomplishing the savings to the City.

Councilmember Loberg offered second reading of the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 828

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 5-1703 AND 5-1717

OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON

(Snowmobiles)

The Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Meyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-579

ROUGHRIDER MOTORCYCLE CLUB 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-594

WAHPETON FIRE DEPARTMENT

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-595

AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Hansey offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-596

NORTH DAKOTA STATE COLLEGE OF SCIENCE – STUDENT SENATE

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Meyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Beyer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-597

PROMETHEUS MC

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Hansey, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The Auditor’s Assistant requested, and Mayor Schmitz directed, that the Improvement District 1-4-98 (West Briarwood) reassessment matter be turned over to the Finance and Economic Development Committee for review and recommendation.

Economic Development Coordinator Priebe reported the Economic Development Commission met on February 12, 2001 and had several recommendations for consideration by the City Council. EDC recommended approval of a $20,000 allocation ($2,000/month for 10 months) as a Mini-Match Program reserve for qualified projects in 2001.  Ms. Priebe stated that the program was designed to assist businesses in making visual improvements.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Beyer, to approve the recommendation as presented. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Ms Priebe stated the EDC also reviewed its policy & procedures statement and updates were presented at the meeting. The overall purpose of the policy remains the same but simply streamlines the application procedure.  EDC recommended approval of the EDC Policies and Procedures Statement with amendments.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Beyer, to approve the recommendation as presented. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Economic Development Coordinator Priebe reported that the Visitors Committee met on February 13, 2001.  She stated the Committee recommends the appointment of Matthew Hallaway, Comfort Inn Manager, to the Visitors Committee. Mayor Schmitz made the appointment for the term ending June 30, 2005.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Beyer, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Matthew Hallaway to the Visitors Committee. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Attorney Lies reported no contact has been received from the landowner and there was nothing to report on the Lagoon Gate Agreement at this time.

The City Administrator noted that the City would be hosting a supper with the 25th District Legislators in Bismarck on February 28th and the NDLC “Celebrate Cities Day” at the Capitol on March 1st.  He passed around a signup sheet and asked Council members to consider representing the City of Wahpeton.

Police Chief Delano Lotzer presented a letter of resignation from Officer Scott Kent effective March 5, 2001.  Chief Lotzer reported that Officer Kent took a position with the Alexandria Police Department.

Police Chief Lotzer presented a letter of resignation from Danette Hauser, ¾ time Police Secretary, effective March 1, 2001.  Chief stated that Ms. Hauser accepted a position with Richland County Communications Center.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to accept the resignations as presented. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Police Chief Lotzer reported that the Police Department had received a request for a Project Graduation donation.  He stated that the program has benefited the City over the past years and would recommend the City provide an Officer to work Project Graduation at no charge.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Loberg, to provide Project Graduation police protection services as requested. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Mayor Schmitz reported that he has been accepted to participate in the National Guard’s “Project Boss Liftoff”.  He said he will be leaving March 20th for three days.

Councilmember Loberg reported for the Personnel & Public Safety Committee.  He said that from time to time employees attend classes which benefits the position they hold. He stated the Committee recommended that the City Administrator, on a case-by-case basis, handle education assistance/tuition reimbursement costs up to $500.00 with any requests above that amount requiring Council approval.  

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to approve an amendment to the Employee Manual providing for Education Assistance/Tuition Reimbursement as presented. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Loberg reported the committee had approved the purchase of a seven passenger, City Hall-based mini-van for employee in-City business and travel purposes.  He reported the committee approved the purchase of a 2000 Windstar Van from Vision Ford for the amount of $16,300.00.

Councilmember Hansey said because the difference is only a few hundred dollars, he felt the second low bid should have been accepted based upon the fact that the City has never purchased a vehicle from Krause Motors.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to approve the purchase of a 2000 Windstar from Vision Ford as recommended. Motion carried 5-1 with one abstention.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  Hansey; abstaining:  Loberg.

Councilmember Loberg reported that the Personnel and Public Safety Committee recommended the approval of the Disaster Response Plan with a few minor changes in reference to spelling errors and cell phone numbers.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to approve the recommended Disaster Response Plan. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Loberg reported that the Committee approved the job description of Sr. Engineer/Technician at the January 23, 2001 committee meeting.  Mr. Loberg informed the Council that there was no salary change. He said amended duties are listed to enable that individual to test for a Level Four Certification through the State of North Dakota for use at the Water Plant.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to approve the revised job description of Sr. Engineer/Technician as presented. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Loberg reported that the Committee recommended terminating the current Law Enforcement Center agreement.  He further stated that the Committee would continue to negotiate with the County for the Communications Center cost sharing.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to terminate the current Law Enforcement Center Agreement as presented. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Meyer reported that the Finance & Economic Development Committee met on February 12, 2001, to continue short term/long term fiscal planning.  He stated the Committee would continue to work with Fire Chief Aldrich and Chief of Police Lotzer for Fire and Police planning. He said the Committee eventually will  have a proposal to be brought forth for the overall fiscal planning of the City.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following reports:  EDC Quarterly Report October 1, 2000 through December 31, 2000 and Wahpeton Economic Development Sales Tax Fund 2000 Annual Report. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
Noon

02/23/2001 



            





* FINANCE & ECON DEV       
Noon

02/22/2001

* PUBLIC WORKS 

Noon

02/27/2001

* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 
Not scheduled 

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Meyer, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________








Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

               Carla J. Broadland, Auditor’s Assistant






