City Council Meeting
June 1, 2009
5:00pm
Council Members Present:  Bertsch, Bohn, Bajumpaa, Schmidt, DeVries, Wateland, Mitskog (see arrival time)
Council Members Absent: Hansey
Staff Present:  Huwe, Lies, Priebe, Nelson, MacIver, Thorsteinson
Others Present: Erickson
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order. 5:06 Pm
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the May 18, 2009 Council Minutes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
PUBLIC HEARING
Public Hearing on Resolution of Necessity for Street Improvement District 09-01-04 Urban Roads Mtc. 2009 per NDCC 40-22-17 –
Lies read over the resolution pertaining to the Street Improvement District 09-01-04. Lies asked if there were any written or verbal protests and Huwe said there were no written protests received.  

Councilmember Mitskog offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3382

RESOLUTION DETERMINING INSUFFICIENCY OF PROTEST

AGAINST STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 09-01-04
(Urban Roads Maintenance 2009)

(Project A- 7th Street North from 8th Avenue to 16th Avenue)

(Project B – 4th Street North from 2nd Avenue to ND 210)

(Project C – 11th Street North from 16th Avenue to ND 210)

(Project D – 7th Street North from 2nd Avenue to 8th Avenue)

(Project E – 11th Street North from Dakota Avenue to Avenue B)

(Project F – 6th Street South from Dakota Avenue to 11th Avenue)

(Project G – 4th Avenue South from 6th Street to 11th Street)

(Project H – 2nd Avenue North from 2nd Street to 11th Street)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bertsch, Motion Passed 6-0.
REPORTS
CITY AUDITOR/FINANCE DIRECTOR HUWE – Huwe asked for approval for any site authorizations or games of chance permits presented.
Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

Wahpeton Hockey Association at Firehouse Pub-Site Authorization 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bajumpaa, Motion Passed 6-0.
Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

Wahpeton Hockey Association at Seven Iron-Site Authorization
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, Motion Passed 6-0.
Councilmember Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption:

Wahpeton Hockey Association at Sportman’s Lounge-Site Authorization
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries, Motion Passed 7-0.
Councilmember Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:

St. John’s School-Site Authorization
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bohn, Motion Passed 6-0.
Councilmember DeVries offered the following and moved its adoption:

Wahpeton Veteran’s Inc.-Site Authorization
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Mitskog, Motion Passed   6-0.
Mayoral Appointments- Huwe said Mayoral Appointments will be made at the June 15th Council meeting and become effective July 1st.  Currently there are openings for the Economic Development Commission, Airport Authority, Library Board, Planning Commission, Special Assessment Commission, Vector Control Board and Golf Board.

FEMA Flood Prevention Workshop- Huwe said there is a FEMA Flood Prevention Workshop scheduled for next Monday June 8th at 5:00 at the Wahpeton Community Center.  Diane Earl a Flood Mitigation Specialist with FEMA will present a workshop “What Can I do Different?”.  The workshop will allow individuals to identify their home on the flood map, receive information about protecting their homes and personal property from flood damage, learn about funding assistance, speak to local officials and ask questions to obtain resource information.  Residents are encouraged to call City Hall with questions.

Liquor License Compliance Checks- Huwe said Liquor License Compliance checks were conducted on May 8th; underage testers entered 8 liquor license establishments, 3 were found out of compliance and pled guilty at the administrative hearing.  All 3 license holders were proactive about server training and working with the Police Dept. to deter underage drinking.

State Tax Department Sales Tax Collection Contract- Huwe said this contract is scheduled for renewal with the State Tax Dept.  The term follows the biennium; the fee is $656.25 per month or $7,875 per year.  This is a decrease from the current rate of $705.83 per month or $8,469.96 per year.

Motion by Bohn, seconded by DeVries to approve the State Tax Department Sales Tax Collection Contract. Motion carried 6-0.
2010 Census Partnership Agreement-Huwe said that our area’s census data will be collected by mail.  Huwe said in the past when the census was conducted there was over a 72% response rate, which is very strong for a mail based census.  There is a census participation agreement form which states that the elected officials and community will do whatever they can to make the census the best it can be.  Sturdevant asked why we won’t be having door to door census collection.  He said that these numbers are what determine the Federal funds the city will receive, and if only 72% respond we could lose out on potential dollars.  Huwe said that there are no metropolitan areas in the state being conducted door to door, and the only areas being conducted door to door are tribal lands and very rural areas.  Sturdevant asked that this issue be referred to the Finance committee for further review. 
Wateland arrived at 5:17pm. 
Request meeting of the Capital Improvements Committee- Huwe requested that a Capital Improvements Committee meeting be scheduled.  Sturdevant said that since Hansey is gone we would need to check with him before scheduling the meeting. 
ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   No Formal Report
ATTORNEY LIES - 
Sales Tax Special Election- Lies said that we will need to delay the sales tax special election because we haven’t gotten clearance from.  He requested a motion to postpone the special election scheduled for June 23rd and set a date at the June 15th Council meeting.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Mitskog to postpone the Sales Tax special election scheduled for June 23rd and to set a date at the June 15th Council meeting. Motion carried 7-0.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  
Economic Development Report-
Steve Iverson’s TIF Abatement Application -Priebe went over the meeting held with Steve Iverson regarding his request for Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Abatements.  She said the Finance Committee recommended that the TIF Abatement be approved for $50,000 or 50% of the verified costs, whichever is less.  She said the estimated cost for the project is $100,000. She said the Finance Committee would like to set a public hearing for July 6th for this issue.
Walk About Wahpeton- Priebe said the first Walk About will happen this Thursday June 4th from 9am-10:30am.  Businesses along Dakota Ave from the bridge to 3rd Street will be met with first.  She said the main topic will be how businesses will be affected by the upcoming Dakota Ave Reconstruction project.
Priebe said she was contacted by Dr. Bill from Mayville requesting her office’s assistance to set up a meeting with Eastern North Dakota Area Health Education Center Board.  The meeting was set for June 16th from 8:30am-9:30am.  The meeting will be used to discuss an area health education center program in North Dakota.
Neighborhood Stabilization Grant Award Letter- Priebe said she received the financial award letter for NSP projects located at 523 7th St N and 403 6th St N.  Priebe said that the NSP award money would be rescinded based on a technicality. She said the city needed clearance from the State Historical Preservation office before moving forward with the demolition of the properties, which they did not receive.  Without the NSP funds we will not be able to move forward with building new properties at these locations.  She said that these areas have still been improved by removing the dilapidated properties, and these properties will probably be bid out for sale. She said they are still moving forward with the other NSP project at 211 5th Ave N. 
Mitskog asked if there is any potential for protesting the disapproval of the NSP funds.  Priebe said that the City isn’t out any money because of excess money budgeted for each property’s demolition, and said she doesn’t believe that there is any recourse for not receiving this grant money.  
Sturdevant asked if the business owners that will be visited during the Walk About Wahpeton have been notified.  She said that they have been notified of the visits and this is a time for any questions that the business owners may have. 
LIBRARIAN MACIVER – No Formal Report
POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON – No Formal Report
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON – 

PW Report 

Engineering Services for Urban Roads Maintenance, Project No. ST09-145 Request Referral to PW/PS Committee. Mayor Sturdevant referred this issue to PW/PS.

NDSCS Storm Sewer Connection Request Request Referral to PW/PS Committee. Mayor Sturdevant referred this issue to PW/PS.
Citizen Concern Related to a Proposed Sidewalk on 14th Ave N Request Referral to PW/PS Committee.  Mayor Sturdevant referred this issue to PW/PS.

Professional Services Agreement with Interstate Engineering, Inc for Construction Engineering Services for Urban Roads Maintenance, Project No. ST09-145 Request Referral to PW/PS Committee. Mayor Sturdevant referred this issue to PW/PS.

Improvement District 08-01-06 Central Business District – Phase 4 Downtown Alleys

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO.
3383

RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF ENGINEER'S REPORT(S)

FOR IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 08-01-06

(CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT)

(SECTION 4 - ALLEYS)

(BLOCKS 6, 16, 17, 35 AND 37 OF THE ORIGINAL TOWNSITE

AND BLOCK H OF FARGO ADDITION 

ALL OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by 
Councilmember Bohn, Motion Passed 7-0.
Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO.
3384

RESOLUTION RECEIVING AND APPROVING ENGINEER’S REPORT

IN IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 08-01-06

(CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT)

(SECTION 4 - ALLEYS)

(BLOCKS 6, 16, 17, 35 AND 37 OF THE ORIGINAL TOWNSITE

AND BLOCK H OF FARGO ADDITION 

ALL OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by 
Councilmember DeVries, Motion Passed 7-0.
Councilmember Bertsch offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO.     3385
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF PLANS

AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR THE

IMPROVEMENT IN IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 08-01-06

(CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT)

(SECTION 4 - ALLEYS)

(BLOCKS 6, 16, 17, 35 AND 37 OF THE ORIGINAL TOWNSITE

AND BLOCK H OF FARGO ADDITION

ALL OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Wateland, Motion Passed 7-0.
Councilmember Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO.
3386

RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR THE IMPROVEMENT

IN IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 08-01-06

(CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT)

(SECTION 4 - ALLEYS)

(BLOCKS 6, 16, 17, 35 AND 37 OF THE ORIGINAL TOWNSITE

AND BLOCK H OF FARGO ADDITION 

ALL OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by 
Councilmember Schmidt, Motion Passed 7-0.
Councilmember DeVries offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO.
3387

RESOLUTION DECLARING WORK NECESSARY FOR AN IMPROVEMENT

IN IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 08-01-06

(CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT)

(SECTION 4 - ALLEYS)

(BLOCKS 6, 16, 17, 35 AND 37 OF THE ORIGINAL TOWNSITE

AND BLOCK H OF FARGO ADDITION 

ALL OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by 
Councilmember Schmidt, Motion Passed 7-0.
Councilmember Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO.      3388
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PUBLICATION OF ADVERTISEMENT

FOR BIDS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF AN IMPROVEMENT IN

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 08-01-06

(CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT)

(SECTION 4 - ALLEYS)

(BLOCKS 6, 16, 17, 35 AND 37 OF THE ORIGINAL TOWNSITE

AND BLOCK H OF FARGO ADDITION

ALL OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by 
Councilmember Bohn, Motion Passed 7-0.
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee –  
Hanging Flower Baskets- Bohn said that the Chamber Ambassadors have someone who waters and takes care of the plants hanging on Dakota Ave.  The Ambassadors have requested that the Finance committee meet with them again in January 2010 to discuss an action plan for taking care of the Hanging Baskets in 2011.
Westgate Commons TIF Proposal- Bohn said Steve Iverson’s company would like to do some construction on Lot 2 of the Westgate Commons.  She said the committee has recommended approval of the abatement on either $50,000 or 50% of verified costs whichever is less.  
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bertsch to approve the abatement on either $50,000 or 50% of verified costs whichever is less for Steve Iverson’s (Pace’s Lodging) project on Lot 2 in Westgate Commons.  Motion carried 7-0.

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Mitskog to set a public hearing for Steve Iverson’s (Pace’s Lodging) TIF Abatement on July 6th. Motion carried 7-0. 

Public Works Committee – 
Schmidt said that Todd Johnson reported on the dilapidated properties throughout the City.

Middle School Drainage Improvements Cost Participation Request – Motion to recommend to the City Council that they deny the request to participate with financing the middle school drainage improvement as requested. 
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by DeVries to deny the request to participate with financing the middle school drainage improvement as requested. Motion carried 7-0.
Cost Participation & Maintenance Agreements with ND DOT for Urban Roads Maintenance – Motion to recommend to the City Council that they authorize signatures for Project No. STM-SU-8-991(022)019, & STM-SU-8-991(023)020 & STM-SU-8-991(024)021, STM-SU-8-991(025)022, STM-SU-8-991(026)023, & STM-SU-8-991(027)024, STM-SU-8-991(028)025, & STM-SU-8-991(021)-018
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by DeVries to approve the authorization of signature for Project Numbers: STM-SU-8-991(022)019, & STM-SU-8-991(023)020 & STM-SU-8-991(024)021, STM-SU-8-991(025)022, STM-SU-8-991(026)023, & STM-SU-8-991(027)024, STM-SU-8-991(028)025, & STM-SU-8-991(021)-018.
Bohn asked if these projects are ones that were slated and will be funded through federal dollars in the future.  Nelson said these projects were recognized through the economic stimulus dollars and each one has to have its own agreement.
Roll call vote: voting aye-Schmidt, DeVries, Mitskog, Wateland, Bertsch, Bohn, Bajumpaa. Voting nay-none.  Motion carried 7-0.
Wind Turbine Ordinance Proposal – Schmidt said they didn’t have enough information to make a motion on Wind Turbine Ordinance.  There will be ongoing discussion at the next Public Works meeting.  
One Way Street Designations – Discussion was had on pros and cons of one way street designations.  Thorsteinson wanted more time to discuss this issue. 
Curbside Pick Up on One Way Streets- Schmidt said that this issue will have to wait until a decision is made on the one way street designations.
Drainage Issue on 11th St- Schmidt said they viewed a slideshow taken after the rain on May 26th.  There was no standing water but there was ponding water at the Ottertail Power substation and at the Hockey Arena.  Further discussion will be had at the upcoming Public Works meeting.
New Business- Lies said that he spoke with the real estate person with Army Corp of Engineers and they may be awarding the contract for levee project Stage 3A tomorrow.  
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

Motion by Bertsch seconded by Mitskog to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 7-0.  
a.
2010 Census What Elected Officials Need to Know

b.
Dept. of Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Info 

c.
ND Housing Finance Agency Thresholds Newsletter 

d.
ND Chamber of Commerce Business Update Workshop 

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

a. Mayor’s Ad Hoc Cmt. on EDC/CDC in ED (T.B.D.) 

b. Finance Cmt. June 8th, 12:00 p.m.

c. PW/PS Cmt. June 9th,   5:00 p.m.

d. Visitors Cmt. June 9th, 2:30 p.m.
e. Flood Cmt  June 4th, 12:00 p.m. 

Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn.      
_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Erickson City Coordinators Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by sme. 

