City of Wahpeton Minutes
MAY 20, 2002
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 20TH  day of May, 2002, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Glen H. Tollefson.

The following members were absent:  Councilmembers Richard A. Loberg, James P. Sturdevant.  (4th Ward Councilmember position is vacant)
Officers present:  City Administrator Kessel, Public Works Director Lein, Police Chief Lotzer, Economic Development Coordinator Priebe, Attorney Lies, Auditor Anderson.   
Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((( (((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held May 6, 2002.  Motion carried.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Tollefson, to open 2002 Sidewalk Construction and Maintenance bids.  Motion carried 5-0.  The following bids were received:
                                                    NAME & ADDRESS OF BIDDER


     AMOUNT OF BID
Tangen Construction
Wahpeton, N Dakota
     
     $45,492.00
Paras Contracting, Inc
Fargo, N Dakota

      
       48,215.00

Twin City Builders, Inc
Wahpeton, N Dakota
     
       48,601.00

F & S Concrete

Brandon, Minnesota
       
       49,882.10

Krause Brothers Const.
Wahpeton, N Dakota
       
       50,975.90

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Christensen, to turn the bids over to the Public Works Committee for tabulation and recommendation.  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.
The City Administrator distributed poppies supplied by the American Legion Auxiliary.  He quoted from a letter which noted the poppies are in memoriam of the veterans of the armed services.

Administrator Kessel reported service clubs will again maintain flowers in Dakota Avenue Medians.  He said it is planned that the plantings be in by Memorial Day this year.
The Administrator said the policy for reviewing bills will be amended.  He said all vouchers will be ready for review at 4:00 p.m. prior to the first meeting of each month.  Councilmember Hansey said his statements of last meeting were not to infer that bills aren’t being submitted properly.  He said there have only been two instances when listings were not available and he knows there were extenuating circumstances each time.

Mr. Kessel said there are two items which need to be discussed by the Flood Committee:  1) Breckenridge has requested a meeting to discuss common issues, and, 2) The maintenance of the levee at Briarwood Court needs to be reviewed.  Mayor Schmitz directed the items be assigned as requested.

The City Administrator reported a letter had been received regarding the availability of grants to obtain Automatic External Defibrillators.  He said joint letters of request have been submitted by the Fire Department, Sheriff’s Office, and NDSCS.  Mr. Kessel said the Police Department has been awarded a grant to purchase 2 of the defibrillators which will be carried in patrol cars.  He said the officers will be receiving about 4 hours of training in usage of the equipment.
Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 655
STRIDE FOR LIFE
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor presented information from the annual meeting of the North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund held in Bismarck last week.  He said the program has been very successful and has saved the Citizens of Wahpeton hundreds of thousands of dollars since its inception in 1986.  The Auditor said additional information will be printed in the City’s June newsletter.

Economic Development Coordinator Priebe distributed the “Wahpeton Visitors Committee First Quarter Report” which documented income and expense of the 2% Lodging Tax.  Highlighting some of the contents, she reported collections are up 1.1% from the first quarter of 2001 and a total of $311,971.50 has been received since the voted-in program began in 1989.  Ms. Priebe said two of the three billboards will be discontinued…the exception being the one on I-94 south of Fergus Falls co-sponsored by Dakota Magic Casino.

The City Attorney reported there was a violation during the latest tobacco sales check.  He noted that on January 22, 2002, the City Council had directed first and second violation matters be handled by the Attorney and City Auditor.  Mr. Lies said a hearing will be scheduled.
Attorney Lies asked that an item be added to the agenda.  He said Riley Bros. Construction has now provided the proper contractor’s bond for the 6-1-02 Project and it should be approved to expedite procedures for receiving federal and state funds. 
Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to suspend the rules and allow action on a Resolution approving Riley Bros. Construction’s contractor’s bond, a matter which does not appear on the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3140
RESOLUTION APPROVING CONTRACTOR’S BOND IN REGARD

TO AN IMPROVEMENT IN SANITARY SEWER,

STORM SEWER, WATER AND STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 6-1-02

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The Police Chief reported the department will be receiving a computer through the “Locator” program.  He said the computer is free and will be on-line nationally with information regarding runaways and missing persons.  Chief Lotzer said the computer may also be used for other police purposes.

A note and letter in the correspondence file complemented Police Officer April Jose for conducting Drug Free Schools meetings.
Mayor Schmitz reported he has talked with some of the Councilmembers regarding a 2-Committee system.  He directed that the Personnel Committee place the matter on its next agenda.

Councilmember Meyer noted Personnel & Public Safety Committee Chairman Loberg is absent.  He said the Committee has instructed the City Administrator to write up a draft of the Committee’s alterations of the Employee Manual.  Mr. Meyer said the review of the Fire Department’s “Rural Aid Policy” remains under discussion.  The final item decided by Committee, Mr. Meyer reported, was to continue contracting for Codes Administration services (Robert Brungardt will be retiring June 30th).  

Councilmember Meyer then reported for the Finance & Economic Development Committee.  He said the Committee recommends the City attempt to purchase the old Railroad right-of-way along 11th Avenue North for $18,000.00.  Mr. Meyer said the Committee had also met with Tracey Anderson of Lake Agassiz Regional Council and reviewed LARC’s request for the City to continue loan sponsorship of SpaceAge Synthetics’ CDBG Loan (SpaceAge has consolidated its operations in Fargo).  He said there are 4 more years remaining on the loan, there will be no liability to the City, and, since one of the principals continues to operate a business in Wahpeton and has made a considerable investment in the community, the Committee recommends continuation of the loan sponsorship be approved.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to attempt to purchase of the old railroad right-of-way along 11th Street North at a cost of $18,000.00.  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Hansey, to continue sponsorship of the SpaceAge Synthetics CDBG Loan.    Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Christensen reported the Public Works Committee is continuing to meet on its assigned items.
Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to approve payment of bills presented in the amount of $117,538.49 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds.  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Meyer, to approve the following reports: 1ST QTR Visitors Committee; 2001 Building Permits. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson; voting nay:  none.

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:
* PUBLIC WORKS 

         
Noon
05/23/02


* FINANCE & ECON DEV

Noon
05/29/02






* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 

To be determined by Chairman




* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 

Noon 
05/31/02
Motion by Meyer,  seconded by Tollefson, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________
                       Duane M. Schmitz, Mayer
ATTEST:
______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






