City of Wahpeton Minutes

February 20th, 2007
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 20th day of February 2007, beginning at 5:00 p.m.
The following members were present: Mayor Sturdevant; Council members Beyer, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, Tollefson, Otterson, Schmidt and Bohn.   
The following members were absent: 
Officers present: City Coordinator Kessel, Attorney Lies, Public Works Director Nelson, Assessor Broadland, Police Chief Thorsteinson, Economic Development Director Priebe and Finance Director Huwe.  Others present: City Coordinator Assistant Burchill and Finance Assistant Appell. 

Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order at 5:05pm. 

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Otterson to approve the minutes from the February 5th, 2007 council meeting.  Motion carried 8-0. 

CITIZEN REQUESTS/ALDERPERSON ISSUES

Councilmember Beyer stated that the 2006 Wahpeton Visitors Committee Annual Report was passed out to all council members.  This report includes the financial report and summary for the 2006 year.  

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey to approve the Visitors Committee Annual Report as presented today.  Motion carried 8-0.
OFFICER REPORTS

City Coordinator Kessel – Coordinator Kessel announced that there are a few games of chance permit applications this evening. 
Councilmember Tollefson offered the following and moved its adoption:

Games of Chance 
Ducks Unlimited   
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bohn, Motion Passed 8-0.  
Councilmember Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:

Games of Chance 

Prometheus Club    
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Otterson, Motion Passed 8-0.  

Coffee with the Legislators will be held February 24th in the Red River Valley room of the NDSCS Student Center from 10-11:30am. 

Legislative Crossover has occurred and “Celebrate Cities Day” will take place in Bismarck on March 1st, 2007 with a supper attended by local Legislators happening February 28th at 5pm.  

March Madness, an educational event for local elected and appointed officials, will occur March 20th to the 23rd in Bismarck.  If council members are interested in attending either of these events please contact City Coordinator Assistant Burchill.  

Business After Hours is scheduled for March 23rd and the Home and Garden Show will follow on March 24th.  If council members are interested in a ticket to that event please contact Assistant Burchill. 

The City of Wahpeton contracts with Red River Human Services/New Horizons program for various mail processing projects such as the citizen survey and quarterly newsletter.  That contract is up for renewal and Kessel would like the council to consider approving it this evening.  A copy of that contract was included in the council packets and the renewal rate is $0.07 per piece.  
Motion by Mitskog, second by Wateland to approve the contract with Red River Human Services for mail processing services.  Motion carried 8-0.

Kessel would like the Finance Committee to review the Census Bureau Local Update of Census Addresses Program (LUCA).  
Mayor Sturdevant agreed and referred that item. 

Kessel is pleased to announce that he was just notified that we received a $15,000 grant to remove asbestos from the old armory building.  
Lastly, congratulations to the Wahpeton Huskies for their first place finish in the state wrestling tournament.  

Attorney Lies –  Attorney Lies would like the council to pass two resolutions this evening approving the City of Wahpeton to issue bonds which will allow us to reimburse ourselves for flood mitigation work.  The City of Wahpeton advances money for the flood work and the bonds replenish our accounts.  These resolutions will not commit us to expend the funds, but it will allow us to issue the bonds up to 3 ½ million dollars if needed.  
Councilmember Beyer offered the following Resolution and moved for adoption:

RESOLUTION NO 3307 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS AND THE REIMBURSEMENT OF CERTAIN EXPENDITURES.
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolutions was duly seconded by Councilmember Wateland, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Wateland, Otterson, Mitskog, Schmidt, Tollefson and Bohn; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Economic Development Director Priebe – Director Priebe announced that the Renaissance Zone Authority is scheduled to meet this Thursday to begin the procedure to bring three lots that are currently outside of the Renaissance Zone into the approved area.  She is hoping that this item will be resolved within a few weeks and will present it to the council at that time.  

Public Works Director Nelson – Director Nelson would like for the Public Works Committee to review the following:

Bid award for ¾ ton truck with 8’ box, 

Developers Agreement with Richland County Soil Conservation District. 

Mayor Sturdevant agreed and referred those items to the Public Works Committee. 

Nelson wanted to announce that there is a joint flood meeting with the City of Breckenridge and Corp of Engineers at 1:30pm Wednesday February 21st, 2007 at Breckenridge City Hall. 

Nelson would appreciate the council entertaining a motion to suspend the rules so that he may request approval of two resolutions. 

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Otterson to suspend the rules.  Motion carried 8-0.

Attorney Lies explained that these resolutions approve the plans and specifications and directs publication of advertisement for bids for improvement district 1-1-06.  

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved for adoption:
RESOLUTION NO 3308

RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-06

(West Side Development Phase III –

17th Avenue North and Commerce Street)

RESOLUTION NO 3309
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PUBLICATION OF ADVERTISEMENT

FOR BIDS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF AN IMPROVEMENT IN

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-06

(West Side Development Phase III –

17th Avenue North and Commerce Street)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolutions was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Wateland, Otterson, Mitskog, Schmidt, Tollefson and Bohn; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The bid opening will take place at noon on March 19th, 2007 at Wahpeton City Hall.  
PUBLIC HEARINGS
Mayor Sturdevant announced that we now have a quorum for the Planning Commission and can begin their public hearing.  
Members Present: Damon DeVillers, Allen Larson, Roger Jensen, Lisa Otterson and Wayne Beyer.  
Damon DeVillers reconvened the Planning Commission meeting and called it to order.  He stated the reason that they are here today is to hold a hearing for the rezoning of lots 1, 2, 3 & 4 of Block 5 Valley First Addition abutting 3M Drive. 
Kessel stated that this would change the current zoning from R4 which is a high density residential zone to RB4 which allows certain professional office buildings.  
Sturdevant asked if the road was going to be changed. 

Kessel explained that there is right of way now and discussion had taken place to relocate a portion to the north and turn the existing into a bike path.  This discussion has not been concluded and the owners are fully aware that this may be a possibility in the future.  
Sturdevant asked if there was anyone in the audience who objected to this request. 

There was no response.  

Kessel stated that there were no written protests received.  

Motion by Jensen, seconded by Larson to recommend approving the rezoning of lots 1, 2, 3 & 4 of Block 5 Valley First Addition abutting 3M Drive.  Motion carried 5-0.
Motion by Jensen, second by Larson to adjourn the Planning Commission hearing.  Motion carried 5-0.

Lies stated that the council must hold first reading of Ordinance 889 to complete the rezoning.  
Motion by Otterson to hold first reading of Ordinance 889 rezoning lots 1, 2, 3 & 4 of Block 5 Valley First Addition abutting 3M Drive. 

ORDINANCE 889

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1AN ORDINANCE REZONING FROM R-3 (RESIDENTIAL MULTI-FAMILY)

 to RB-4 (BUSINESS-NEIGHBORHOOD)

Mayor Sturdevant wanted to congratulate Dr. John Richman on his appointment to President of North Dakota State College of Science. 
The joint meeting with the Park Board and City Council has been cancelled for this evening and will be held after the City Council retreat.  

Mayor Sturdevant referred a letter from a resident to the Public Works Committee to discuss the sewer back-up that they experienced in their home. 

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES
Finance Committee – Tollefson reported that the revolving loan fund (RLF) bylaws were reviewed and there was a unanimous recommendation to approve the RLF guidelines as proposed setting the interest rate at 3% under New York Prime as of December 31st of each year and pending recommendations from the development team. 

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Mitskog to approve the RLF guidelines as proposed setting an interest rate at 3% under New York Prime as of December 31st of each year and pending recommendations from the development team.  Motion carried 8-0.

Public Works Committee – Committee Chair Otterson reported that the Public Works/Safety Committee reviewed the bids received to purchase a squad car.  After hearing from Police Chief Thorsteinson and another officer regarding their preference for a make and model of squad car the Public Works Committee unanimously recommended approval of the purchase of a 2007 Ford Crown Victoria for $23,131.00 with the trade-in of a 2004 Impala at a $1,161.00 value. 
Motion by Otterson, seconded by Schmidt to approve the purchase of a 2007 Ford Crown Victoria for $23,131.00 with the trade-in of a 2004 Impala at a $1,161.00 value.  
The sex offender notification process was reviewed by Chief Thorsteinson.  There are currently eight registered in Wahpeton and they are either level one or two offenders.  When a registered offender moves to the area notification goes to the surrounding daycares, churches, newspaper, etc.  
The Public Works Committee reviewed the Dakota Avenue Reconstruction Concepts and compared the pros and cons of making Dakota Avenue into a three lane or five lane road.  

After reviewing the current policy regarding water/sewer line maintenance/ownership, Otterson stated that the Public Works Committee agreed to continue following the current policies.  
Kessel stated that the Downtown Revitalization Committee met this morning and discussed the Dakota Avenue Reconstruction Concepts including whether to endorse a three or five lane road for Dakota Avenue.  The North Dakota Department of Transportation is recommending a five lane road and after a great amount of discussion and research the DRC made a recommendation to endorse supporting a five lane road on Dakota Avenue.  Kessel asked the council if they felt comfortable with making a motion to support either a five or three lane road at this evenings meeting or this item could be referred to one or both committees for review.  
Sturdevant referred this item to the Public Works Committee for further review and if the council has questions they can speak to Public Works Director Nelson. 
Mitskog asked if this item could be place on the City Council retreat agenda for further review. 

Sturdevant granted that request and placed the item on the retreat agenda. 

Nelson stated that the ND DOT will have their management review of this item on March 16th.  
ORDINANCES/RESOLUTIONS

Lies began creating the final draft of Ordinance 887 which governs All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) use within the city limits but after working on this document has come to the conclusion that he would like for this item to go back to the Public Works Committee for further review.  This ordinance was to be modeled after the snowmobile ordinance and there are too many differences.  Lies believes that this ordinance will be in the same article as the snowmobile ordinance but a separate chapter.  
Sturdevant agreed and referred that item to the Public Works Committee for review.

Councilmember Otterson offered the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:
ORDINANCE 888

AN ORDIANCE AMENDING SECTION 16-300.1 ACCESSORY BUILDING – RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

The Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Wateland, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Wateland, Otterson, Mitskog, Schmidt, Tollefson and Bohn; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Sturdevant, and attested to by the City Auditor.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

a. Leach Public Library Board January 23rd, 2007 Minutes.
b. Lake Agassiz Water Authority January 9th, 2007 Minutes. 

c. Airport Authority February 13th, 2007 Agenda. 

d. ND Office of State Tax Commissioner” State and Local Taxes: An overview and comparative guide”.

e. Facts related to the current snowmobile ordinance.

f. US Army Corps of Engineers Request for Funds.

g. US Dept. of Interior Bureau of Reclamation SDEIS for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. 

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Bohn to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 8-0.  

BILLS

General Fund $230,294.93,Water Operating 43967.49, Sanitary Sewer 28,393.83, Waste Removal Operating 17,277.28,  Waste Reduction 5625.00, Vector Control 532.80, Street Lighting $6819.00, Armory Operating $3318.92, Library Levy 17863.83, Advertising Levy 5046.62, Airport 4-Mill Levy 458.12, Plann Commission Levy 2857.56, Social Security Levy 102.00, Employee Safety Committee 90, Capital Improvements 592.50, FD Bldg and Equip Levy 83.00, Levee Maintenance $3090.08, Ambulance Levy 2083.33, Economic Devel Dept 13144.40, Lodging Tax Fund 4578.69, Sales Tax Operating 45091.66, Sales Tax Reserve 5000, Sales Tax Mini Match RSRV 1267.18, Revolving Loan Fund 2012.63, Gasoline, Oil Etc 14011.20, Community Policing 33.51, Sidewalk Maint 2991.30, R/I #8590 Bond Pmnt 25700, R/I #9395 $84532.50, R/I #9495 $57702.50, R/I #10003 $56417.50, 5-2-97 (Flood Phase II) 50,000.00, 1-1-06 PH I Interceptor Sewer $639.39.  Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Bohn to approve the bills in the amount of $731,618.75.  Motion carried 8-0.
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL

February 26th, 2007 Noon 
* PUBLIC WORKS 

         

February 27th, 2007 Noon
* COUNCIL RETREAT


March 14th, 2007 10am –Hughes 

Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn.  

_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant
_____________________________________________

Tracy Burchill, City Coordinators Assistant  - Minutes respectfully submitted by tpb. 






