City Council Meeting
July 6, 2009
5:00pm
Council Members Present:  Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Sturdevant, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Mitskog
Council Members Absent: 
Staff Present: MacIver, Broadland, Priebe, Lies, Huwe, Nelson 

Others Present: Appell, Erickson 
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order. 5:03 Pm
Motion by Bertsch, seconded by Hansey to approve the June 15, 2009 Council Minutes.  Motion carried 8-0. 
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Bohn to approve the June 23, 2009 Special Council Minutes.  Motion carried 8-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING
Public Hearing on Resolution of Necessity for Street Improvement District 08-01-06 Central Business District - Phase 4 Downtown Alleys: Sturdevant asked if there were any written comments, and Huwe said there were no written protests received.
Councilmember Mitskog offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3390

RESOLUTION DETERMINING INSUFFICIENCY OF PROTEST

AGAINST IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 08-01-06

(CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT)

(SECTION 4 – ALLEYS)

(BLOCKS 6, 16, 17, 35, AND 37 OF THE ORIGINAL TOWNSITE 

AND BLOCK H OF FARGO ADDITION 

ALL OF THE CITY OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bertsch, Motion Passed 8-0.
Forestry Committee - Recommendation to adopt ordinance amending SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 §15-201(3) (Control and prevention of the Spread of Diseases and Provisions for the Protection of Trees, Shrubs and Foliage Within the City of Wahpeton: Lies said this is to update our City tree ordinance to add Green Ash Borer along the same lines as Dutch Elm.  He said it would address trees being removed and prohibit wood being brought in from areas affected by the Green Ash Borer.
Councilmember Bajumpaa offered first reading of the following Ordinance: 
 ORDINANCE NO. 920
ORDINANCE AMENDING SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 §15-201(3) (CONTROL AND 
PREVENTION OF THE SPREAD OF DISEASES AND 
PROVISIONS FOR THE PROTECTION OF TREES, SHRUBS 
AND FOLIAGE WITHIN THE CITY OF WAHPETON, NORTH DAKOTA
REPORTS
FINANCE DIRECTOR/AUDITOR HUWE – Huwe asked for approval for any site authorizations or games of chance permits presented.
Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved for its adoption:

Red River Human Services-Game Site Authorization 
The motion for the adoption was duly seconded by Councilmember Bajumpaa, Motion Passed  8-0.
Resolution of Adoption - Local Emergency Operations Plan: Huwe said this is at the request from the Richland County Emergency Manager Brett Lambrecht.  She said there is a specific section in the County’s Emergency Operations Plan that pertains to the City of Wahpeton.  She said the resolution would be to adopt the Emergency Operations plan, but requested that this issue be referred to PW/PS for an opportunity to review the plan. Sturdevant referred this issue to the PW/PS Committee for review. 
MidContinent Communications Public Access Update:  Huwe said she has been talking with Clay Stevens from Midcontinent on how to improve our access to the public access channel on cable television.  She said that there is new technology that we could use now that we have not had access to before.  She said that Clay is getting a price list together for this new option.  She said any cost of updating the system would be a cost to the City.  Huwe requested that this issue be referred to the PW/PS Committee.  Sturdevant referred this issue to PW/PS Committee. 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Notice of Intent to Apply: Huwe said that the ND Department of Emergency Services sent out a notice of intent.  She did submit a notice of interest for Hazard Mitigation grant dollars.  Huwe said there are seven projects she submitted for grants which consist of: Flood Control for Briarwood, five lift station and sewer improvements, and the last is for a pilot plan relating to rain gardens.  Huwe said rain gardens are an innovative way to handle storm water, and Bajumpaa provided an informational hand out on rain gardens. Bajumpaa went over Rain Gardens and what the purpose of a Rain Garden is.  He said that there is a misnomer about rain gardens and that is that they are a breeding ground for mosquitoes, but he said these gardens are designed to hold water for only 24 hours.  Huwe asked to refer this issue to PW/PS for further discussion.  Sturdevant referred this issue to PW/PS.
Budget Process Calendar: Huwe said it’s that time of year to start the budget and provided all with a tentative calendar for the budget process.  
Huwe introduced Liz Mumm, the newest planning commissioner to the City Council.
ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   No formal report
ATTORNEY LIES – No formal report 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  
Renaissance Zone Authority Update:

Priebe said that the Planning Commission/RZA Board approved an RZA Lease for Dave and Marcy Jawaski of Auto Creations and Signs.  She said this is to fill the remaining state income tax benefit left by Luann Zaun.  The State Income tax exemption stays with the building and does not move along with the business.   The RZA recommends that City Council move this project through to the state to DCS for further processing.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Mitskog to recommend approval of the State Income Tax exemption for Dave and Marcy Jawaski of Auto Creation and Signs to the State of North Dakota.  Motion carried 8-0.
Economic Development Report:

Priebe said the third Walk About Wahpeton will be held this Thursday July 9, 2009 and will start at 9:00 am.  She said the next Walk About will be held on July 23rd.  Priebe went through the questions received by the businesses visited so far on the Walk About’s.

She said Milt Yergens has been working on the global overlay of the Downtown renovation project.  This document will set construction standards and help business owners make decisions regarding their building updates.  
Request for Additional Funding of Dakota Ave. Appearance Grant Program (request referral to Economic Development Commission):

Priebe said that the Mayor had received a request to move another $75,000 to the Dakota Avenue Appearance Grant.  She requested referral of this additional funding to the Economic Development Commission.  Sturdevant said the Council could approve the transfer contingent on the funds being available through the EDC.  

Motion by DeVries, seconded by Bajumpaa to transfer the funds for the Dakota Avenue Appearance Grant program contingent on the funds being available through the EDC. Roll Call Vote: voting aye: DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog. Voting nay: none.
Priebe said the Governor’s Task Force meeting is scheduled for July 22nd at the Wahpeton Community Center.
Giant Snacks has moved their operations out of the Imation building 20 and into their new building.  She said building 20 has been cleaned and said she is waiting for a walk through with Braun Intertech, which is the company hired to do building inspections.
City Lot Sales: Priebe went over the proposed Stimulus Sale of the lots in Elm Court which would consist of selling the lots for $5000 each, requiring $500 down and construct within 18 months.  She said this summer stimulus sale will last for 90 days from July 22nd through October 22nd.  Priebe went over the lots currently for sale in Northpark.  The proposed stimulus sale for the Northpark lots would consist of selling the lots for $3000 each, requiring $300 down and construct within 18 months, and the City will pay off the specials. Discussion was had on putting twin homes on the lots in Northpark.
Schmidt asked if the lots are not selling because the lots are too narrow.  Priebe said she doesn’t believe this is the case, as a lot of families want smaller homes and lawns which would leave more time for their family.  Bohn went over the idea that this area is for more affordable housing which would suit a smaller home.  
Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Bertsch to approve the Summer Stimulus Sales on the City lots in Northpark and Elm Court.  Motion carried 8-0.
LIBRARIAN MACIVER – No formal report
POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON – No formal report
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON – 

PW Report: 
Bid Award for Urban Roads Maintenance, Project No. ST09-145, (Job #23, Concrete Streets): Nelson went over the four bid amounts for this project which are: 
Forby Contracting at $179,270.28, Opp Construction at $238,206.40, Winding Road Construction, Inc at $244,910.30, and Strata Corporation at $288,106.38.  Nelson requested that the Council award the bid to the low bidder of Forby Contracting in the amount of $179,270.28 contingent on the DOT concurring that the low bidder has met the disadvantage business enterprise program requirements on the project.
Councilmember Hansey offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 3391

[image: image1.emf]The motion for the adoption of was duly seconded by Councilmember Bohn, Motion Passed  8-0.
Bohn asked if Forby Contracting has done any other work in the City.  Nelson said he doesn’t know of any other work done in the City, but said they are a responsible bidder.  Wateland asked about the large difference between the low and high bidder, and asked if this approval is contingent on approval from the DOT.  Nelson said that after bid opening the bidders have to prove to the DOT that they have been compliant with the disadvantage business enterprise program requirements.
Roll call vote: Hansey, Bertsch, Bohn, Bajumpaa, Schmidt, DeVries, Mitskog, Wateland.
Bid Award for Downtown Alleys Reconstruction, Project No. ST09-149 Nelson said this project is part of the downtown improvement district. Nelson recommended that the Council award total bid in the amount of $211,000 to the only bidder of Comstock Construction.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 3392

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION

OF AN IMPROVEMENT IN

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 08-01-06

(CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT)
The motion for the adoption of was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries, Roll call vote: voting aye: Schmidt, DeVries, Mitskog, Wateland, Hansey, Bertsch, Bohn, Bajumpaa, voting nay:none.

Wahpeton City Drain No. 1: Nelson requested Referral to PW/PS Committee of Wahpeton City Drain No. 1 regarding maintenance and repairs. Sturdevant referred this issue to PW/PS.
Water Bill Dispute: Request Referral to PW/PS Committee a water bill dispute. Sturdevant referred this issue to the PW/PS Committee
Nelson requested to suspend the rules to take action on two contracts.  One contract is with the ND Department of Health for lab services, and the other is with Interstate Engineering for design service on miscellaneous street repairs.

Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Bertsch to suspend the rules. Motion Carried 8-0.

ND Department of Health – Laboratory Services Contract: Nelson said this is an annual contract which usually costs $1500.00 per year from July 1-June 30 every year.
Motion by Mitskog, seconded by DeVries to approve the Laboratory Services Contract with ND Department of Health in the amount of $1500. Roll call vote: voting aye: Mitskog, Wateland, Hansey, Bertsch, Bohn, Bajumpaa, Schmidt, DeVries. Voting nay: none.
Miscellaneous Street Repairs Project ST09-156: Nelson asked the council to take action on an agreement with Interstate Engineering to prepare the bid documents for this project in the amount of not to exceed $11,699.00.
Motion by Hansey, seconded Bohn to enter into a contract with Interstate Engineering to prepare bid documents for Miscellaneous Street Repairs Project ST09-156 in the amount not to exceed $11,699.00.  Roll call vote: voting aye: Mitskog, Wateland, Hansey, Bertsch, Bohn, Bajumpaa, Schmidt, DeVries. Voting nay: none.
Hansey asked about the status on the Street Superintendent position.  Nelson said that the interviews have been conducted and reference checks are being completed
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee – Bohn said the Finance Committee met on June 22nd at 12:00pm.
Review of Developers Agreement with Westgate Commons- Bohn said the issue discussed was the access to the lot, and this issue was taken care of at the June 23rd Special Council Meeting.
Proposed Org Chart for the City of Wahpeton: Bohn said it was motioned at the meeting to accept the org chart as presented.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to accept the organizational chart for the City of Wahpeton as presented.  Motion carried. 
Review and update of the Job Descriptions- Bohn said there were updates to the Finance Director/Auditor’s position, Auditor’s Assistant position, Police Chief position, and Economic Development Director position.  Bohn said she will hold off on the motion regarding the job descriptions until everyone on the council has had time to review the updates.  
Bohn said the pay grade for the Finance Director/Auditor was adjusted, and the City Coordinator position was removed from the pay grade scale.  The Finance Director will now be a pay grade 4 position.
Sales Tax Vote – Bohn said the special sales tax election will be held on August 18th 2009.  Lies said that first notice has already been published in the paper, and the whole notice with the ordinance will be published 10 to 15 days prior to the vote.
Public Works Committee – Hansey said the Public Works committee met on Tuesday June 23rd at 12:30pm. 
Hansey said that there were several business owners present at the meeting from Town Center Square with concerns about the condition of the building.  He said it was recommended by the PW/PS committee that the tenants apply their rent to an escrow account instead of paying it to the building owner in order to apply pressure for some needed repairs.  
Motion by Hansey, seconded by DeVries to establish a zero tolerance policy with Mr. Meide.
Bohn asked how many existing work orders are open at this time.  Lies said that there are two right now that he knows of which are for the 2nd Avenue properties and the Bookhaven building roof repairs.  He said there were orders sent out last week for the 400 block properties as well.
Hansey said that Meide asked for a two week extension on two properties at 715 2nd Ave N and the Bookhaven.  Hansey went through the list of dilapidated properties and updated the Council on the progress made on those properties.
Motion carried 8-0.
Cross Walk Safety – Hansey said there was a motion made to recommend that a pylon be erected by the High School, and also a No Passing sign be put in place.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve a Pylon and a No Passing sign be erected by the Wahpeton High School.
Mistkog said she understands that there will be a grant awarded for this project.  Hansey said the grant will be looked into, but is not sure if there will be money available.  Mitskog said she would like consideration for a couple other crosswalks to be marked with pylons.  She said these areas are at 2nd St and 2nd Ave, and 4th St and 2nd Ave. Sturdevant said he would turn Mitskog’s request to the PW/PS Committee. 
Motion carried 8-0.

One Way Streets - Hansey said that it is his feeling that the One Way Street considerations be removed from the PW/PS agenda.  He also said that the School district should be more aware that there is a problem around Zimmerman, and this should be addressed.
Garbage Pickup in the Streets - Hansey said he has had a number of contacts from concerned citizens regarding the garbage pick up in the alleys.  He said it is his feeling that the council make a decision to return to the way the garbage was picked up before which was in the alley’s and switch to the street side during the spring time.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Mitskog to go back to the garbage being picked up in the alley’s, with the exception of the Spring time when the garbage will be picked up on the streets do to road restrictions.  
DeVries added that he had several phone calls as well regarding this issue and agrees with this situation.  Mitskog said that if there are issues such as this in the future that affects the citizens we should hold an open forum.
Bertsch asked Huwe how Waste Management will look at this issue.  Sturdevant said that this was not Waste Management requesting this, but it was a request from the Public Works Director.  Nelson said that Waste Management will pick up the garbage wherever we direct them to, but they did agree with the recommendation of street side pickup.

Roll call vote: voting aye: Mitskog, Wateland, Hansey, Bertsch, Bohn, Bajumpaa, Schmidt, DeVries. Voting nay: none.

Southside Drainage Project – Hansey said the committee received and update from Nelson.
Proposed Sidewalk on 14th Ave N– Hansey said this issue is being directed to the Sidewalk Ad-hoc Committee.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS
Motion by    Bohn      seconded by     DeVries         to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried  8-0.  
a.
State Board of Higher Education Update 

b.
Visions from the Heartland 

c.
Lake Agassiz Water Authority Bulletin 

d.
NDSCS Homecoming Parade Request  

e.
Letter of Appreciation for Flood Fighting Efforts from Congressional Delegation 

f.
One Way Street Evaluation – letter from Superintendent of Schools

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

a. Mayor’s Ad Hoc Cmt. on EDC/CDC in ED (T.B.D.) 

b. Finance Cmt. July 13th, 12:00 p.m.

c. PW/PS Cmt. July 14th,   12:00 p.m.

d. Visitors Cmt. July 14th,  2:30 p.m. 

Mitskog asked if dilapidated properties will be discussed at the next Public Works meeting. Hansey said the dilapidated properties are discussed at the first meeting of every month.




Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn.     
_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Erickson Auditor’s Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by sme. 

