City of Wahpeton Minutes

May 21st 2007
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 22nd day of May 2007, beginning at 5:00 p.m.
The following members were present: Mayor Sturdevant; Council members Beyer, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, Otterson, Schmidt, Tollefson and Bohn. 
The following members were absent: 
Officers present: City Coordinator Kessel, Attorney Lies, Public Works Director Nelson, Assessor Broadland, Economic Development Director Priebe, Police Chief Thorsteinson, Librarian MacIver and Finance Director Huwe.  
Others present: City Coordinator Assistant Burchill and Finance Assistant Appell. 
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order at 5:02pm. 

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve the minutes from the May 7th, 2007 council meeting.  Motion carried 8-0. 

Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Bohn to approve the minutes from the May 15th, 2007 special council/park meeting.  Motion carried 8-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS/ALDERPERSON ISSUES 

Tracey Anderson was listed under public hearings but Kessel stated that she could not make it this afternoon so he will present on her behalf this evening.  The resolution is related to the Community Development Block Grant - Removal of Architectural Barriers grant that was applied for and received in order to complete repairs to the south side armory building.  The grant guidelines require the entity receiving it pass a resolution of sponsorship, which commits the Mayor to make application for the funding.  The public hearing regarding this item will be held on June 4th, 2007.    
Councilmember Mitskog offered the following Resolution and moved for adoption:

RESOLUTION 3315
RESOLUTION OF SPONSORSHIP
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Beyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Wateland, Otterson, Mitskog, Schmidt, Tollefson and Bohn; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Alderman Wateland requested that the Finance and Personnel Committee review the policy and procedures regarding communication between the City Staff and Council members.  The Governor recently held a press conference addressing the Imation Corporation closing and Wateland stated that he did not feel they were informed of the meeting.  He believes that it is very important for all council members to be informed of happenings within the city.  
Mayor Sturdevant wanted to apologize for the lack of communication. When the trip to Minneapolis with the Governor arose he stated that Coordinator Kessel asked him about contacting the council members and Mayor said he had already spoken to everyone.  Kessel was asking about contacting the council members regarding the press conference that was set up by the Governors office and Mayor Sturdevant was referencing his contact with each council member regarding their questions and concerns before leaving for the Imation Corporation meeting in Minneapolis.  There was a miscommunication between Coordinator Kessel and Mayor Sturdevant.  The press conference was not set by the City of Wahpeton and was instead run by the Governor and his staff.  There were announcements in the Fargo Forum, Daily News and on the local radio station as well as being mentioned on the Fargo news channels.  Mayor Sturdevant stated that he would refer this item to the Finance and Public Works Committees for further review.  
Hansey would also like for those committees to review the process of notifying council members of new hires for the City of Wahpeton.  

Mayor Sturdevant agreed and referred that item as well to both committees. 
OFFICER REPORTS

City Coordinator Kessel – The Governors press conference will be rebroadcast immediately following the council meeting this evening and directly following the 1pm rebroadcast tomorrow.  

Coordinator Kessel announced that there are games of chance, site authorization and special event liquor licenses to approve this evening. 

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following and moved its adoption:

Special Event Liquor License 

 - John Randal Field
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bohn, Motion Passed 8-0.  

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following and moved its adoption:

Site Authorization 

Eagles Club    
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Mitskog, Motion Passed 8-0.  

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:

Games of Chance  

Circle of Nations
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, Motion Passed 8-0.  

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:

Games of Chance 

NDASCOE 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, Motion Passed 8-0.  

Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

Games of Chance 

Meritcare – Relay for Life    
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Otterson, Motion Passed 8-0.  

Wal-Mart Superstore has turned in their application to obtain a local tobacco license. Kessel stated that the council is tasked with approving the application.  
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt to approve the tobacco license application by the Wal-Mart Corporation.  Motion carried 8-0.

Incident command training will be held on Thursday, May 24th from 10am to 3pm at the Law Enforcement Center and all council members are encouraged to attend. 
The League of Cities annual conference is scheduled for September 13-15th in Bismarck.  The City of Wahpeton has a block of rooms reserved for the event and we must submit names to keep the rooms or they will be turned over to those who need them.  Please contact Tracy Burchill to reserve your space.  
The City of Wahpeton and Leach Library will be closed on Monday, May 28th in honor of the Memorial Day Holiday. 
The Finance meeting has been rescheduled for Wednesday, May 30th due to the Memorial Day Holiday.  

We have received an increase notice for our medical insurance premium from North Dakota Public Retirement System and Kessel is requesting that the Finance Committee review this item.  Mayor Sturdevant agreed and referred that item. 
The bench trial for the City of Wahpeton vs. Opera House Limited Partnership (Jerry Meide) is scheduled for August 13th, 2007 at 10am.  

Mitzi Moe has submitted her resignation from the Library Board and Kessel stated that we will need to replace her.  A motion to accept her resignation is required. 
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Wateland to accept the resignation by Mitzi Moe for the Library Board.  Motion carried 8-0.

Connie Jensen is resigning from her position as the CERT Coordinator.  We will be advertising in the near future for her replacement. 
Members of the Three Rivers Gymnastics Organization have been growing their hair to participate in “Locks for Love” which creates wigs for young people who have lost their hair due to various illnesses.  They have been selected by the Today Show to have their hair cut as part of the show.  The show will air on May 24th, 2007 and the segment featuring Three Rivers should air between 8-9am CST.  People are encouraged to attend and show their support. 

Kessel asked that the Finance and Public Works Committee’s to review website updates for the council members.  There are a few members who are interested in having their personal contact information published on the City website and others who have expressed their opposition.  Mayor Sturdevant agreed and referred that item to both committees for review. 
Sturdevant reminded the council that equalization will be held immediately after this evening’s council meeting.  
Economic Development Director Priebe – Priebe stated that the Economic Development Commission (EDC) met on May 16th and discussed the reallocation of Dakota Avenue Beautification Grants as well as the approval of a new grant program.  The EDC heard a report on the creation of Central Business District grants which would essentially utilize the combined resources of Mini-Match grants and Dakota Avenue Beautification (DAB) grants for a total of $7,000 in matching funds per project.  The newest grant program was approved at the Finance & Economic Development Committee level, however, the funding source needed to be considered by the EDC.  Program criteria allow the fixing of roofs or improvements to plumbing, electrical and HVAC systems were added as an eligible activity for structures within the central business district of Dakota Avenue specifically from 3rd Street to 8th Street North.  Mini-Match is specifically geared toward new signage, rent subsidy and demolition or clean up.  DAB grants are utilized for beautifying the exterior of buildings from the river to McDonalds that front Dakota Avenue and demolition or clean up.  This newest program can include actual infrastructure that is necessary to maintain and extend the life of a building, but not necessarily a visual improvement.  Another contingency for Central Business District grants is that substantial investment is made beyond the $7,000 match.  That determination will be made on a case by case basis.  In order to achieve funding program activity, the Dakota Avenue Beautification grant program needs another $25,000 in funds from the sales tax fund for economic development.  We do not anticipate a lot of applicants for this newest program.  We view this as another tool to incent building owners to invest in their property in anticipation of the Dakota Avenue reconstruction project.  Quite often, owners opt to work on exterior amenities last, stating that a good roof and plumbing upgrades are far more important than a new awning.  The EDC is recommending that the City Council approve the Central Business District grant program as described and re-allocate $25,000 into the Dakota Avenue Beautification line item. 
Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Bohn to approve the reallocation of $25,000 into the Dakota Avenue Beautification line item for the Central Business District Grant program as described by Priebe today.  

Mitskog asked Priebe if $25,000 will be enough funds and how often it is expected to be replenished.  

Priebe believes it will be an annual replenishment.  This program allows past grant applicants to come back for additional funding but as she stated earlier they must make substantial improvements to their businesses.  
Motion carried 8-0.

Priebe distributed the contact information for the people serving on the Governors Task Force.  There have been around twelve inquiries on the Imation buildings.  She is in the process of streamlining the inquiry process and will keep the council informed of any new information. 
Public Works Director Nelson – Nelson is requesting that the Public Works/Public Safety Committee consider granting permission to advertise for new single axle plow equipment.  Mayor Sturdevant agreed and referred that item. 

The public hearing to discuss Dakota Avenue Reconstruction will be held on May 23rd, 2007 from 5-7pm at Wahpeton City Hall.
Nelson would like for the Public Works Committee to consider the request to advertise for a motor grader.  Mayor Sturdevant agreed and referred that item. 

This Thursday, May 24th beginning at 6:30pm a meeting will be held to discuss the levy at the airport property.  Everyone is encouraged to attend.  
We have been larvasiding the City and with the recent rain will be adultasiding in the near future.  Nelson is getting prepared for ground spraying and we have a contract in place for aerial spraying.  

Otterson asked if the Public Works Committee could review vector control procedures for the upcoming year.  Nelson agreed. 

Sturdevant explained that there was a special council meeting held on May 15th to discuss the joint powers agreement for the proposed Wahpeton Community Center (south side armory building).  The addition of a Wahpeton Community Center Board was added and the powers of the board were discussed.  The representatives from the Wahpeton City Council on the board are Mitskog and Hansey.  The next step is to contact Foss Architects.  The project must then be bid and the council will have final review and approval of the project.  
The Circle of Nations is holding a groundbreaking ceremony Thursday, May 24th at 10am to celebrate their new buildings.  The public is welcome to attend.  

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES
Finance Committee – Tollefson reported that the Finance Committee reviewed the proposal from CGI Communication to place live videos on the City’s website.  
Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Mitskog to approve entering into a two year contract with CGI Communications contingent upon the use of local advertisers and no advertisements from bars or direct alcohol/tobacco advertisers.  Motion carried 8-0.
The Finance Committee also reviewed the 4H building lease and the request to purchase the land that the building sits on and the City owns.  

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Bohn to sell the land that the 4H building sits on for no less than assessed value and following current ordinances including a bid process. 

Beyer asked if the individual purchasing the land must honor the lease agreement with the 4H Organization.  

It will be up to the new owner of the land to determine the use of the building on the property grounds. 

Motion carried 8-0.

Public Works Committee – Committee Vice Chair Hansey stated that the Public Works Committee reviewed the amendment to the agreement for engineering services for traffic signal improvements at 16th Avenue and Hwy 210 and unanimously recommend approval of the agreement. 

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve the supplemental agreement #2 addressing engineering services for traffic signal improvements at 16th Avenue and Hwy 210 with compensation not to exceed $16,443.00.  Motion carried 8-0.

Discussion was held on the creation of a special assessment district related to Dakota Avenue.  

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

a. ND Housing Finance Agency “Thresholds” newsletter. 
b. ND Dept. of Health letter related to “tree burning site”.

c. Wahpeton/Breckenridge Area Chamber of Commerce Newsletter. 

d. Airport Authority minutes May 9th Meeting. 
e. Lake Agassiz Water Authority March/April newsletter & April 10th meeting minutes. 

f. Southeastern ND Community Action Agency 2006 Annual Report. 

Motion by Otterson, seconded by Schmidt to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 8-0.  

BILLS

General Fund 308,827, Water Operating Fund 288,531.08, Sanitary Sewer 44811.63, Waste Removal Operating 17315.39, Vector Control Fund 667.89, Street Lighting 8402.34, Armory Operating 2255.44, Library Levy 31813.90, Advertising Levy 1826.10, Airport 4 mill levy fund 468.88, Plann Commission Levy 2427.14, Social Security Levy 92, Capital Improve Fund 95000, FD Bldg and Equip Levy 7820.41, Real Estate Levy 380.34, Levee Maintenance 3659.26, Ambulance Levy 2083.33, Meter Deposits 87.25, Unemployment Comp Reserve 142.50, Economic Dev Dept 12083.71, Professional Develop Plan 53.92, Vector Control Dist Levy 153.80, Lodging Tax Fund 2915.22, Sales Tax Operating 20091.66, Sales Tax Reserve 250,000, Sales Tax Mini Match Rsrv 825, Sales Tax Help 30, Revolving Loan 291.01, Gasoline 10,266.26, City Hall Loan Payment 120,000, R/I #9395 8,000, R/I #9495 1,300, R/I #9596 $125,000, R/I #9698 214,051.25, R/I 9800 $77437.50, R/I #9902 $172,779.50, R/I #10003 $1,000, R/I series 2003D 211,571, R/I 10405 $199,273, R/I #10506 63,576.12, ½ sales tax fund 367,512.50, 5/2/97 $234, 1-1-06 PH I Interceptor Sewer 249.20, 1-1-06 Ph III 17th Ave Comm St 623.00.  Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Bohn to approve the bills in the amount of $2,675,929.53.  Motion carried 8-0.
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL

May 30th, 2007 Noon 

* PUBLIC WORKS 

         

May 25th, 2007 Noon






May 29th, 2007 Noon

* FLOOD 




TBD




Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn.  5:40pm
_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant
_____________________________________________

Tracy Burchill, City Coordinators Assistant  - Minutes respectfully submitted by tpb. 
