Wahpeton City Council
February 1, 2010

Present:  Mayor Sturdevant, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, and Mitskog.
Absent:  Bohn
Also Present:  Huwe, Lies, Nelson, Thorsteinson, Broadland, Priebe, MacIver, and Appell.  Girl Scout Troop #507.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Bertsch to approve the January 19, 2010 City Council Minutes.  Motion carried.

Mayor Sturdevant introduced Brandon Summer, a new reporter for the Daily News.
Girl Scout Cadets – Mayor Sturdevant stated the girls are present at the meeting as they are working on their City/Community Badge and Ellen Horn and Kari Unruh are their Troop Leaders.  Mayor asked each of the girls to introduce themselves:    Taylor Birnbaum, Chelsey Filbert, Faith Horn, Elaine Keehn, Mykyla Unruh, and Elise Pietron.
Ruby’s Pantry- Council member Bajumpaa presented information on Ruby’s Pantry, a food share program, to be held at Inspiration Lutheran Church in Breckenridge.  Bajumpaa explained that Ruby’s Pantry will distribute corporate surplus food the fourth Monday each month.  There will be enough food to distribute to 350 families and they will be able to help over 1,000 people.  Food will be provided without question and income is not verified, but they are asking for a donation of $15 per family to cover costs and ask that people bring their own containers to put the food in to take home.  Left over food will be given to the Richland/Wilkin Food Pantry in Wahpeton.  Bajumpaa stated any money remaining after paying expenses will be given to local charities.  If anyone has questions they can call Inspiration Lutheran Church at 218-643-8610 or Don Bajumpaa at 701-899-3834 or visit the website at www.inspirationchurch.org and click on the Ruby’s Pantry link.

REPORTS

FINANCE DIRECTOR/AUDITOR HUWE – Huwe asked for approval for any site authorizations or games of chance permits presented.
Council member Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption:

Wahpeton Wrestling Club
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by DeVries.

Council member Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption:

Machinist Club-NDSCS

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by DeVries.

Council member Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:

Wahpeton Rotary Club

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Bajumpaa.
Council member Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:

Home Builders-NDSCS
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by DeVries.

Mutual of America Plan Agreement
Huwe asked for approval of the Mutual of America 457 Retirement Plan Agreement, the plan has been in place for several years but the agreement was never approved by Council.  Motion by Hansey, seconded by Mitskog to approve the Mutual of America Plan Agreement.  Motion Carried.

ND Association of Rural Electric Cooperatives- is hosting a Rural Developer’s Round Table talk on February 9th at Cass County Rural Electric in Fargo, ND from 1:30pm to 4:30pm.  Two topics to be discussed:  what communities are doing to spur housing developments in rural areas and a recap of the Spirit Wood Biomass Project.
City Council Retreat – is scheduled for Wednesday, February 24th at the Wahpeton Community Center from noon to 5pm.  Huwe asked the Council for agenda items so she can get the agenda out by the end of the week.
Public Informational Meeting Regarding Flood Forecasting – Huwe reported that the meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 1st at 7pm at the Wahpeton Community Center.  Richland County Department of Emergency Services, the Army Corps of Engineers, and the National Weather Service will be participating in the meeting.  

ASSESSOR BROADLAND

Broadland reviewed the Homestead Tax Credit that is filed with the City Assessor each year and reviewed the criteria to qualify.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE
Priebe asked for suspension of the rules to hold a joint public hearing with the Planning Commission on Monday, March1st at 5pm for zoning to allow schools in business zoning districts.  Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Hansey to suspend the rules to allow the item.  Motion carried.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Bertsch to hold the joint public hearing with the Planning Commission on March 1st.  Motion carried.

Absolute Marketing – Priebe, Huwe and DeVries met with Brian Meckler of Absolute Marketing to brainstorm development of Brand Awareness with an underlying message of “move to Wahpeton”.  

Community Market Meeting - Priebe reported that there was a Community marketing meeting on January 28th to inform human resource managers in both cities of all the benefits of living in Wahpeton/Breckenridge.    

CDC Goals & Objectives- Priebe reported CDC goals and objectives for 2010 were shared at a recent CDC Board Meeting.    

Spec House- Priebe stated that a meeting with the realtors has not occurred to decide which lots will be advertised through what agency.  The City has accepted an offer on the remaining spec home in NorthPark and will present for final approval once a closing date is established.    

NSP Project- Priebe stated that rehabilitation efforts continue at 211 5th Avenue North.  Priebe is looking at holding homebuyer education courses in March.  

USDA Meeting- Priebe and Huwe met with individuals from the USDA office in Valley City to discuss funding resources to develop housing for older persons.  
The Housing Study RFP – Priebe reported the RFP was sent to six analysts in the region on January 22nd.  The proposals are due back to the City by March 1st at noon.  Priebe explained as part of the process, a Mayor’s ad hoc committee for the housing study needs to be formally established.  Priebe stated that Bev Wilson would represent Breckenridge on the Committee and herself and Huwe will be on the Committee.  Mayor reported that he will bring Committee member names to the next City Council meeting.  

Commerce RFP – Priebe stated that in January two RFP’s were sent out and both received responses from the Economic Development Office. 

Planning/RZA – Priebe stated the Renaissance Zone Authority met today and discussed moving a ½ block in the district to another area within the boundary that has potential to see some RZ activity this year.
Opportunity North Dakota – Free Small Business Workshop – Priebe reported that this program will be presented in Wahpeton on February 25th from 7-9 pm in the City Hall Community Room.  

NDSC$ Dreams Auction- Priebe stated that the event is scheduled for April 9th at the Blikre Activities Center and tickets cost $45 per person.  

LIBRARIAN MACIVER
MacIver explained the new programs at the Library.  There is a reading program for adults to keep track of what you have read for the month of February and turn in a log at the end of month for a drawing for prizes.  The Library is having Wii sessions for children and adults there are three levels:  K-5th grade, teenagers and one for family.  The Library had added children’s and teen programs and the first one is called “Baby Tots” story time for grade zero to age 2 and their parents and it will begin on Tuesday, February 2nd.   The teens are having a program that they call DIY (Do It Yourself) which is a monthly craft series and they are asked to pre-register to attend.  On February 11th the Library is hosting a Percy Jackson Party as the movie Percy Jackson & the Olympians:  The Lightening Thief is opening at the movie theatre on Friday, February 12th.  The Library has received four desktop computers and two laptop computers through a grant from the Gates Foundation.   
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON
Nelson requested approval of the following resolutions pertaining to Improvement District 10-10-14, North Central Area Streets Rehabilitation, Project No. ST10-160.
Councilmember Hansey offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO.        3417 

RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS


AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 10-01-14

(North Central Area Streets Rehabilitation, Project No. ST10-160)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Mitskog, Motion Passed 7-0.
Councilmember Wateland offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO.   3418

RESOLUTION DIRECTING PUBLICATION OF ADVERTISEMENT


FOR BIDS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF AN IMPROVEMENT IN


IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 10-01-14

(North Central Area Streets Rehabilitation, Project No. ST10-160)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bertsch, Motion Passed 7-0.
Lake Agassiz Water Authority 2010 dues – Nelson requested referral to the Public Works Public Safety Committee.  Mayor will refer this item to the PWPS Committee.
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee-no formal report.

Public Works/Public Safety Committee

Hansey stated the dilapidated property report was reviewed. 

Parking lot request for the Chamber of Commerce was discussed.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve cost participation for Drain Number 1 up to $3,000.  Motion carried 7-0.  

Flood works access by off road motor vehicles is ongoing discussion.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNIATION/REPORTS

                 a.
Dilapidated Properties Report


b.
Bois de Sioux Public Golf Course 2009 & 2010 Preliminary Budgets


c.
Fargo Forum Article RE:  Snow Gates


d.
Wahpeton Community Center Q4 Report


e.
Forestry Committee Meeting Minutes from Jan. 21, 2010


f.
Growing Child Care in ND


g.
Community Connect Forum

Motion by Bertsch, seconded by Mitskog to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried.

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled:
a. Finance Cmt.  Feb. 8th, 12:00 p.m.

b. PW/PS Cmt Feb. 8th*, 5:00 p.m *date changed due to conflict
Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn at 5:45pm.

_______________________________________
Mayor Sturdevant

_______________________________________

Angie Appell, Finance Assistant
