City Council Meeting
August 3, 2009
5:00 pm
Council Members Present: Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Sturdevant, Schmidt, Bohn, DeVries, Bajumpaa 
Council Members Absent: Mitskog
Staff Present: Huwe, Lies, Nelson, Priebe, Broadland, MacIver, Thorsteinson 

Others Present: Appell, Erickson, Lambrecht
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order. 5:03 Pm
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the July 20, 2009 Council Minutes.  Motion carried. 
PUBLIC HEARING
Fire Department Grant Update: Lambrecht said that they received a 50/50 matching grant for bunker gear from the North Dakota Forest Service in the amount of $19500.  He said they also received a grant from MidContinent in the amount of $1000 and will be presented with the check in the next 10 days.  He said they also have two other grant requests in for the amounts of $1000 and $3000.  Lambrecht said that they had to resubmit the grant for the south side Fire Station because of some building materials not being covered. They now have to come up with $10,000 out of their operating budget to pay Heitkamp Construction.  He said he is looking for approval of an addendum to the grant in the amount of $10,008.  

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt to approve the addendum to the South Side Fire Station grant in the amount of $10,008.  Roll call vote: voting aye: Hansey, Wateland, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Bertsch. Voting nay: none.
Golf Course and FEMA: Lambrecht stated that under FEMA rules the non-profit golf board would not be able to recover funds through FEMA for damage done to the golf course.  He discussed information about the Jack Williams baseball stadium, also a non-profit organization, and what they are doing in order to get funding through FEMA from flood damage.  Sturdevant said it would be wise to have this information brought to the golf board so everyone is informed of FEMA coverage.
REPORTS
FINANCE DIRECTOR/AUDITOR HUWE – Huwe asked for approval for any site authorizations or games of chance permits presented.
Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

Chahinkapa Zoo Association - Raffle 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bajumpaa, Motion Passed 7-0.
Councilmember Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption:

3 Rivers Archery Club - Raffle 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries, Motion Passed 7-0.

Request for 1 Year Extension on Developers Agreement at One24: Huwe said this is the Old City Hall building at 2nd Ave and 4th St.  Huwe said she and Priebe met with several members from One24 and they have great prospects and ideas for the future.  She said they met specifically with Justin Moline who is coordinating efforts for One24.  She said he submitted a formal letter requesting the 1 year extension up to the first day of September 2010.  She said Moline feels they could be done within 90 days if all of their fund raising goes as planned.
Motion by Bajumpaa, seconded by Bohn to approve the 1 Year Extension on Developers Agreement at One24.
Wateland said that he has several questions on the One24 regarding the garage being wide open with debris being visible.  Huwe said that we could have a stipulation put into the agreement that Todd Johnson review the property and sites things that need to be remedied.  
Lies advised to put a review period of 6 months instead of one year and review the agreement at that time.

Kramer, a One24 representative, said that during the bad economic times they are trying to raise funds through other avenues and hope to put some of the money raised towards the details of the building.  
Motion by Bajumpaa, seconded by Bohn to amend the previous motion and approve a 6 month Extension on Developers Agreement at One24 instead of a 1 Year Extension. Motion carried 7-0.

Huwe said she will get a letter out to One24 tomorrow informing them of the 6 month extension.
Hazard Mitigation Grant Update: Huwe said that the City has been invited to respond to a notice of intent from the ND Department of Emergency Services.  Huwe said she submitted seven projects for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program and the due date for submittal is November 13, 2009.
Sustainable Energy Innovations Summit:  Huwe said Dorgan is hosting a Sustainable Energy Innovation Action Summit in Fargo on Wednesday August 12, 2009 at 12:00pm.  Huwe said she is planning on attending the summit and that if any council members would like to attend this meeting to let her know.
Golf Course – MN side FEMA update: Previously covered by Brett Lambrecht.
Budget Process Calendar – request Committee of the Whole:  Huwe said that today was the first day of individual departmental budget reviews.  A Committee of the Whole meeting was scheduled for Friday August 14th at 12:00pm.   
ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   

State Equalization August 11th in Bismarck:  Broadland wanted to inform all that the State Equalization Board will meet on August 11th at the State Capitol in Bismarck.  She said there was no one in attendance at either the local or county equalization meetings.  She also said that the commercial ratio was at 96% and residential ratio was at 99%.  
ATTORNEY LIES – No Formal Report
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  
Priebe said the fifth Walk About Wahpeton will be held on August 6th at 9:00am.  Priebe said one of the most commonly asked questions on the walk abouts is how much the Downtown Renovation will cost the store owners.  She said that the best guess she has given store owners is $26.50 per front foot of annual assessment. She said there are a lot of factors that could affect these rates, but this is the best guess right now.
She said the one Neighborhood Stabilization project has received flood plain clearance and Section 106 clearance, which means the undertaking will not affect any historic properties.  The project is twofold and consists of the demolition of 211 5th Ave N and then we will prepare the property to relocate the house at 96 5th Ave S on that property.  To qualify and receive the NSP Grant funds we will have to fill out a site specific checklist and send that into the Department of Commerce, who will in turn determine what category this particular project falls in and if there is a full environmental assessment needed.  
LIBRARIAN MACIVER – No Formal Report
POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON – No Formal Report
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON – 

Request to Grant Temporary Construction Easement at 86 Dakota Ave to NDDOT for Dakota Ave Reconstruction: Nelson said this is a temporary easement of a 10 ft strip along the frontage of the property at 86 Dakota Ave.  
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by DeVries to approve a Temporary Construction Easement at 86 Dakota Ave to NDDOT for Dakota Ave Reconstruction.  Motion carried 7-0.
Flood Insurance Rate Map effective date Dec. 19, 2009 – Floodplain Management:

Nelson said our Flood Insurance Rate Map has not changed within our corporate limits.  However, there has been additional mapping prepared primarily to the south in the breakout area.  There were no comments received during the appeals time, and the Flood Insurance Rate map will become effective for us on December 18, 2009.  Nelson said within that time we need to formally adopted the map and make any modifications that are needed.
Nelson said there are going to be some public service announcements regarding some upcoming street repairs.  He said there are eight different locations that will be affected during the Urban Roads Renewal Project.

He said that the levee area on the south side is nearing completion, and the trail on top of the levee has been paved.  Nelson asked the public to refrain using the trail until the work is complete.
Nelson also stated that downtown alley reconstruction is starting this week.  
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee – Bohn said the Finance committee met on July 27th at noon.
Library Job Descriptions – Motion to approve job descriptions as updated. Bohn said that the Library board has reviewed and updated some of the job descriptions for Library. She said the recommendation from Finance would be to approve the Library job descriptions as presented which would create the following job descriptions: a Head Librarian, Children’s Librarian, and Librarian Assistant.  She said the motion was just for the job description and not for the pay grade.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the Library job descriptions as presented which would create the following job descriptions: Head Librarian, Children’s Librarian, and Librarian Assistant. Motion carried 7-0.
Appraisal/PW Technician Job Description - Motion to approve job description as presented.  Bohn said this job would assist with the Assessor’s department and also some tasks in the Public Works department that is currently being filled by a seasonal employee.  Bohn said that the pay for this description will be held off until after the budget preparation. 
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bertsch to approve the job description for Appraisal/PW Technician as presented. 
Lies said that even though the job description is approved, it doesn’t mean you would have to fill that position.  
Motion Carried 7-0.

Special Election August 18, 2009 Update  Bohn said there had been a “Vote Yes” committee formed by Glen Tollefson and are looking at putting together a presentation for various civilian service groups in order to get the information out to the public.    
Public Works Committee –  Hansey said the Public Works Committee met on Thursday July 30th at noon.
Richland County Emergency Operations Plan – Motion to approve Resolution of Adoption by City  
Councilmember Hansey offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3394

RESOLUTION ADOPTING LOCAL

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Wateland, Motion Passed 7-0.
Appraisal/PW Technician Job Description – ongoing discussion
Dilapidated Properties – update from building and codes official Todd Johnson

Wahpeton City Drain No. 1 – ongoing discussion
Otter Tail Power Franchise Agreement – ongoing discussion 
Water Bill Dispute - ongoing discussion
Safe Routes to School – 14th Ave. N. Sidewalk – ongoing discussion
Wind Turbine Ordinance – ongoing discussion

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

a. ISO Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule questionnaire

b. Dilapidated Property UpdateReport 

c. Otter Tail Power Company correspondence 

d. Army Corps of Engineers Recovery Assistance 

e. USDA Resource Website www.usda.gov/recovery/map/

f. Twin Town Ambassadors Thank You for contribution to hanging flower baskets 

Motion by Wateland seconded by Hansey to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 7-0.  

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

a. Mayor’s Ad Hoc Cmt. on EDC/CDC in ED (T.B.D.) 

b. Finance Cmt. August 10th, 12:00 p.m.

c. PW/PS Cmt. August 13th, 5:00 p.m.

d. Committee of the Whole August 14th 12:00 p.m. 

Motion by Wateland, seconded by Bertsch to adjourn.  5:46 pm
_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Erickson City Coordinators Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by sme. 

