City of Wahpeton Minutes

April 3th, 2006

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 3rd day of April 2006, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Schmitz; Council members Beyer, Hansey, Otterson, Schmidt, Badgley.   

The following members were absent: Mitskog, Tollefson and Loberg

Officers present: City Coordinator Kessel, Attorney Lies, Police Chief Thorsteinson, Assessor Broadland, Librarian MacIver and Finance Director Huwe.  Others present: City Coordinator Assistant Burchill and Finance Assistant Appell. 

Mayor and Council member for a day essay winners: Mayor Kaity Kuhfal, Jordan Steffens, Darcy Jilek, Kaitlyn Zacher, Sami Helland, Mackenzie Yaggie, Kristina Heley, Nick Holkup and Jackson Huwe. 

Motion by Otterson, seconded by Schmidt to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held March 20th, 2006. Motion carried 5-0.  

OFFICER REPORTS

City Administrator Kessel - Administrator Kessel wanted to publicly thank all of the volunteers who helped this past weekend filling sandbags, monitoring the water levels, patrolling the dikes and utilizing their time and talents to protect the City of Wahpeton.  They utilized the sand bags on the golf course.  

Kessel announced that March 3rd – 7th is City Government Week.  We begin City Government week by holding the Mayor for a day essay contest and the individuals sitting with the council members today are the winners of that contest.  The Council also passes a declaration recognizing Municipal Government Week and Coordinator Kessel read that aloud for the audience.  

Motion by Otterson, seconded by Schmidt to pass the declaration recognizing Municipal Government Week.  Motion carried 5-0.

Kessel handed out a map of the polling locations for each ward for the June election.  

1st Ward – Senior Center, 2nd Ward – Law Enforcement Center, 3rd Ward – City Hall, 4th Ward – Jr. High. 

The council must approve the polling locations in the form of a motion.  

Motion by Otterson, seconded by Badgley to approve the polling locations as presented.  Motion carried 5-0. 

The Planning Commission has requested the appointment of Allen Larson to the Center Township Zoning Board and the council must approve that appointment if they so choose. 

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Badgley to confirm the requested appointment of Allen Larson to the Center Township Zoning Board.  Motion carried 5-0.

Coordinator Kessel & Mayor Schmitz have received a summons notifying the City of a lawsuit initiated by Doug and Kathy Hudson.  He will keep the council updated on this item once he knows more.  

A preliminary petition has been received regarding the recreation center being located at the Blikre Activities Center.  The petition asks the council to not build the center on the grounds of the NDSCS campus.  After review by Attorney Lies, he has deemed that language is missing and therefore the petition is not valid.  We are expecting another petition with the correct language in the near future and Kessel will present any further correspondence once received. 

Seven fireworks license applications have been received and require approval this evening.  We have added one additional license due to the recently annexed land. 

The applicants are Terry Sturdevant, Jeff Christopherson, Larry Thiele, Mike Erlandson, Jerry Prante, Ted Pietron and Cory Unruh. 

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Beyer to approve the fireworks applications as presented.  Motion carried 5-0.

A request has been received to change the Assistant Librarian’s position from a full time salaried position to a permanent part time salaried position.  The hours would be reduced from 40 hours per week to 32, and the benefit package would be reduced according to the hours.  Librarian MacIver is here this evening to answer questions if there are any.  

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey to approve changing the status of the Children’s Library Assistant from full time to permanent part time (32 hours per week).  Motion carried 5-0.

Building Codes Official Johnson – Johnson wanted to remind the council of the hearing this evening directly following the council meeting.  

Assessor Broadland -  Assessor Broadland reminded the council of the equalization meeting set for April 11th at 5:00pm in the council chambers.  Notices were mailed on Friday, March 31st and residents are asked to call Broadland if they have questions or concerns.  

Public Works Director Nelson – Neslon reported that the flooding is under control for now.  The interior flood protection and dike system proved there worth this weekend.  Slowly the river is going down and the current short-term forecast looks good.  

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee – Committee member Beyer announced that the committee reviewed the Children’s Librarian Assistant position and that item has already been addressed.  The rest of the meeting was spent discussing the Essential Function Bond Housing program.  That item and numerous others still remain on the agenda.  The next meeting is Monday, April 10th at Noon.  

Public Works/Safety Committee – Committee Chair Schmidt reported that the committee reviewed the revised policy addressing the operation and location of curb stops and unanimously recommend its approval. 

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Otterson to approve the revised policy addressing curb stop locates and operation by City of Wahpeton employees.  Motion carried 5-0. 

The committee also reviewed and unanimously recommends a proposed inspection/re-inspection fee schedule for after hour inspections by the City of Wahpeton Building Official.  

Attorney Lies stated that all policies that set fee’s are to be done by ordinance.  

Schmidt offered the first reading of Ordinance 879 setting the fees for after hour inspection/re-inspections.

PRESENTATION AND APPROVAL OF BILLS AND REPORTS

BILLS –  

General Fund 46237.94, Water Operating 19091.26, Sanitary Sewer 5881.20, Waste Removal 16403.42, Street Lighting 8473.66, Armory Operating 1978.72, Library Levy 4387, 48, Advertising levy 383.95, Planning Commission Levy 309.63, Capital Improvements Fund 995.76, Capital Improvements 995.76, FD Bldg/Equip Fund 650.00, Real Estate Levy 73.78, Levee Maint 730.89, Meter Deposits Trust 111.17, Economic Devel Dept 632.70, Professional Development 40.47, Misc Fund 258.56, Sales Tax Reserve 243, 5-2-97 Flood Phase II 90.00, 2/2/02 16th Ave N 9.00, Westside Street 1748.00, General Fund 17701.13, Water Operating 88.13, Sanitary Sewer Operating 88.13, Ambulance Levy 2040.50, General 6383.32, Water Operating 178,547.45, Sanitary Sewer Operating 75194.46, Waste Removal 194.46, Armory Operating 185, Library Levy 247.84, Capital Improvements Fund 150.70, Special Street Main 1373.75, Snow/Flood Emerg Levy 683.10, Economic Devel Dept 33.01, Sales Tax H.E.L.P Housing 30.33, Clubhouse Maint 1000.00, New City Hall Loan Payment 120,000, RI #8590 575.00, RI #9495 $3,000.00, RI 9596 $126,000.00, RI 9698 $32,0000.00, RI #9800 $82,000.00, RI #9902 $176,000.00, RI#10003 $1500.00, RI #10303 $220,000.00, RI #10405 $182,000.00, ½ Sales Tax Fund $195,000.00. Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey to approve the bills totaling $1,540,246.57.  Motion carried 5-0. 

  PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

A. Bois de Sioux Board of Directors mtg minutes 03/28/06

B. Lake Agassiz Water Authority mtg minutes 3/14/06

C. State Board of Higher Education “Update” newsletter. 

D. Leach Public Library minutes 2/21/06.

E. Lewis & Clark Bicentennial “News” newsletter. 

F. Wahpeton/Breckenridge Area Chamber of Commerce Newsletter. 

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Otterson to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 5-0.  

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL

April 10th, Noon

* PUBLIC WORKS 

         

April 11th, Noon

* VECTOR CONTROL
 

None Scheduled

* FLOOD




None Scheduled

* REC CENTER



TBD

* REC CENTER BLDG COMMITTEE
TBD

Motion to adjourn.  

_____________________________________

Mayor Schmitz 

_____________________________________________

Tracy Burchill, City Coordinators Assistant  - Minutes respectfully submitted by tpb. 







