City Council Minutes
December 15, 2008

Present:  Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, Sturdevant, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn.
Planning Commission Present:  Galde, DeVillers, Keogh, and Larson. 

Staff Present:  Kessel, Lies, Nelson, Thorsteinson, Huwe, Priebe, and Broadland.
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by DeVries to approve the December 1, 2008 City Council minutes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Bertsch to approve the December 4, 2008 City Council minutes.  Motion carried.

Planning Commission Joint Hearing with Council

Planning Commission Chairman DeVillers called the Planning Commission meeting to order.

Right of Way Vacation along 2nd Ave North.  Kessel stated that the original request was from St John’s Catholic Church.  Kessel presented a map of the area and stated that all adjacent land owners have agreed to the street vacation.  Mayor asked for written or oral protests hearing none. Motion by Larson, seconded by Galde to recommend approval to the City Council the right of way vacation along 2nd Street North.  

Councilmember Hansey offered the following Resolution and moved for adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 3361
RESOLUTION ON PARTIAL STREET VACATION
(Part of 2nd Avenue North – 2nd Street to 4th Street)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bertsch, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, and Bohn; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.
Preliminary and Final Replat of Northside Industrial Park Addition
Nelson presented the plat of the Imation site which is divided into three lots and replat will create a fourth lot.  There are no public infrastructure improvements required and all parcels have streets abutting the property.  Nelson reported that the Planning Commission has reviewed the preliminary and final plat.  Mayor asked for written or oral protests; hearing none. Motion by Larson, seconded by Keogh to recommend approval to the City Council the preliminary and final replat of Northside Industrial Park.  Motion carried.

Councilmember Mitskog offered the following Resolution and moved for adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 3362
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REPLAT OF 
NORTHSIDE INDUSTRIAL PARK ADDITION

AND REQUESTING THAT IT BE RECORDED WITHOUT AUDITOR’S 

CERTIFICATE
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bajumpaa, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, and Bohn; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.
Marlin Galde addressed the Council to announce his resignation effective today from the Planning Commission.  

Motion by Larson, seconded by Galde to adjourn the Planning Commission meeting.  Motion carried.
Reports from Officers and Staff

City Coordinator
Midcontinent Communications will no longer have a customer service representative in Wahpeton and customers have been notified by mail.    

Agreement of Intent Red River Valley Water Supply Project
Kessel stated there was a meeting with the SE Water Users; Richland County Jobs Development Authority; and Richland County.  At the meeting Richland County stated that they would be the sponsoring entity and this would allow for a coalition of entities rather than one single entity.  It was then determined that the fee would be split four ways with each entity paying $1250.  Kessel stated that the payment of the fee does not commit the City of Wahpeton to any contracts and the City would continue to be involved in the process of bringing water to the area.      Motion by Schmidt, seconded by DeVries to approve the $1250 for the City’s share of the agreement of intent for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project.  Motion carried 8-0.  
Mayor will refer a letter from the Golf Board regarding the C-7 Liquor License to the Finance Committee.

Jacobson Transport/4-H Building
Kessel stated that Jacobson Transport previously held a lease with the City for the 4-H building and have asked to renew the lease.  Jacobson Transport is asking for a three month lease and after the three month period it would be from month to month with a cost of $250 per month.  Attorney Lies also stated that there is a church that would like to sub-lease a portion of the building from Jacobson Transport for storage of a bus.  Motion by Bohn, seconded by Mitskog to ratify the lease with Jacobson Transport for a month to month lease for $337.53 per month and allowing Jacobson Transport to enter into a sublease for storage of a church bus in the same location.  Motion carried 8-0.  
Mitskog asked when lease term is up if this item could be placed on the Finance Committee agenda.  
Kessel reported that he and Mayor recently attended the North Dakota League of Cities Legislative workshop held in Bismarck.  Kessel also suggested that the Council meet with the local legislators before the legislative session begins in January.  

Council member Bohn offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

Raffle-Wahpeton Buffalo club

The motion for adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Mitskog.  Motion carried 8-0.

Council member Bajumpaa offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

Raffle-NDSCS Alumni Foundation

The motion for adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries.  Motion carried 6-0.

Attorney Lies
Lies corporate entity is selling a lot and the attorney presented a quiet title action of a replat from sixty years ago to affirm that the replat is where it is stated that it is.  Motion by Hansey, seconded by Bertsch, to allow the City to sign off on a consent judgment to affirm the replat on 4th Street South.  Motion carried 8-0.  

ED Director Priebe
Priebe reported that the CDC Executive Committee met and Harris Bailey appointed himself, Red Guerts, and Brad Pauley to serve on the Mayor’s Ad-Hoc Committee with regard to the reorganizing/restructuring of CDC and EDC.
Tuesday, December 16th a Governor’s Task Force Committee Meeting is being at the Wahpeton Community Center.
Priebe discussed the Mid-American Economic Development Conference that she recently attended in Chicago, IL.
Finance Director Huwe
Huwe stated that a report is provided to the Council on Grants and donations in December of each year.  $396,099 more than twenty agencies funding the PD, FD and the library shared use path.  

Huwe stated that the State Auditor’s office is looking for a Letter of engagement from the City of Wahpeton for 2009-2011.  Motion by Wateland, seconded by Mitskog to approve the letter of engagement with the State Auditor’s Office.  Motion carried 8-0.
Public Works Director Nelson
Nelson is requesting for authorization of final disbursement for 16th Ave & 19th Ave street improvements special assessment district 1-1-06 Westside Development Phase I in the amount of $527,135.35 payable to Wal-Mart Stores Inc.  The terms for this payment were laid out in the Developer’s Agreement in July of 2006.  Nelson reported that there are three major elements:  the first is the reconstruction of 16th Avenue of which the City agreed to pay 18.1% which is $101,471 the second is the reimbursement for the sanitary sewer in the amount of $42,862 and the third is the construction of 19th Street and regional detention pond totaling $384,801 for a combined total of $527,135.35.  Motion by DeVries, seconded by Hansey to pay $527,135.35 to Wal-Mart per the Developer’s Agreement.  Motion carried 8-0.  
Nelson requested referral of change order number 2 for flood protection improvements at the Harry Stern Airport, Mayor referred to Flood Committee.

Nelson requested an easement for David & Mary Dickey to repair a broken water line.   

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Mitskog to approve the water service easement for Lot 7, Block 5 Original Townsite.  Motion carried.
Snow Emergency was declared to prohibit parking on City streets this past weekend; emergency routes were maintained and all streets have been cleared today.  Nelson stated when a “no travel” advisory is issued in the City it is beneficial if citizens obey the rules.  Nelson also mentioned residents pushing snow into the streets and should store the snow on their own property.  Nelson also reminded citizens that side walks are to be cleared within 48 hours of snowfall.  Mitskog commended the staff and street department for their work this weekend.
Mayor Sturdevant appointment Don Bajumpaa to serve on the Flood Mitigation Committee.

Mayor Sturdevant appointed Tiana Bohn to serve on the Economic Development Commission.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS
Council member Bohn Finance Committee Report

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Mitskog to approve the write-off for Sales Tax and Revolving Loan Fund in the amount of $103, 549.80.  Motion carried 8-0.
Councilmember Bohn offered first reading of the following Ordinance and moved for adoption: 
 ORDINANCE 916
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING §22-205
CURRENT LICENSE CLASSIFICATIONS

Councilmember Bohn offered first reading of the following Ordinance and moved for adoption: 
 ORDINANCE 917
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 5 OF CHAPTER 22
PAWNBROKERS, SECOND-HAND DEALERS AND JUNK DEALERS

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Mitskog to approve the transfer of ECI to One Twenty-Four.  Motion carried 8-0.

Councilmember Wateland Public Works/Public Safety Committee
Motion by Hansey, seconded to allow Ottertail Power to hang banners on street poles in front of their building the summer of 2009.  Motion carried 8-0.  
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve the Public Works Director to request a professional services contract with Interstate Engineering for the urban roads grant.  
Motion carried 8-0.

REPORTS and CORRESPONDENCE
a. Wahpeton Airport Authority Minutes, December 10, 2008. 

b. Letter from Bois De Sioux Public Golf Course.
c. Wahpeton Community Center Board, December 5, 2008.

d. Library Board Minutes, November 18, 2008. 

e. Bremer Newsletter. 

Motion by Bajumpaa, seconded by Bohn to approve the reports as presented.  Motion carried 8-0.
BILLS

General Fund 183242.82,Water Operating Fund 63918.56, Sanitary Sewer Operating Fund 38931.54, Waste Removal Operating Fund 18453.98, Vector Control Fund 599.18, Street Lighting 14545.01, Armory Operating Fund 86.80, Library Levy Fund 13,999.51, Advertising Levy Fund 713.23, Airport 4-Mill Levy Fund 449.96, Planning Commission Levy Fund 2983.66, Employee Safety Committee 297.00, Annual Reserve Withholding Fund 32373.77, Capital Improvements Fund 2728.09, FD Bldg & Equip Levy Fund 8835.00, Asstce of Firefighters Grant -8835.00, Special Street Maint Fund 4723.37, Snow/Flood Emerg Levy Fund 893.28, Levee Maintenance 5852.36, Ambulance Levy Fund 2083.33, Meter Deposits Trust Fund 39.48, Economic Devel Dept Fund 13380.22, Vector Control Dist Levy Fund 506.91, Lodging Tax Fund 700.00, Sales Tax Operating Fund 21041.67, Sales Tax Reserve Fund 21386.14, Sales Tax Mini Match Rsrv Fund 2000.00, Revolving Loan Fund -7038.46, Handicapped Parking Fines 100.00, Gasoline,Oil,Etc 5092.23, Community Policing -876.41, Golf Course Donations 1000.00, R/I#9596 23209.38, 5-2-97(Flood Phase II) 45963.05, 1-1-06 PH I Interceptor Sewer 3369.98, 1-1-06 PH II Hwy 210 & 16th 28.20, 1-1-06 19th St & 16th Ave 4132.37, 1-1-06 PH III 17th Ave Comm St 4687.65, St Shared Use Path 7671.75.  Motion by Bohn, seconded by Schmidt to approve bills totaling $544,542.61.  Motion carried 8-0.

Flood Committee meeting December 19th at noon.
Council member Mitskog thanked Coordinator Kessel for his work with the City as this is the last City Council meeting he will attend.

Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried 8-0.
