 City Council
December 21, 2009

Present:  Mayor Sturdevant, Hansey, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Wateland, and Bertsch
Absent: Mitskog
Also Present:  Lies, Thorsteinson, Huwe, Priebe, Nelson, Broadland, MacIver, and Appell.  Jim and Jo Hartman.  
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Schmidt to approve the December 7, 2009 City Council Minutes.  Motion Carried.

Public Hearing for Determination of Sufficiency of Protests for Improvement District 10-01-14 (North Central Area Streets Rehabilitation, Project 10-01-14).
Mayor Sturdevant stated there was an informational meeting last week at the Community Center regarding the project.  Mayor asked if any written protests have been received; Huwe stated there are none, Mayor asked if anyone is present to protest hearing none.  Public Works Director Nelson stated that the improvement district includes 8th Avenue North to 2nd Avenue North between 4th Street and 11th Street North with the exceptions of 7th Street North, 11th Street North, 4th Street north, and 3rd Avenue North.  
Councilmember Wateland offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3413
RESOLUTION DETERMINING INSUFFICIENCY OF PROTEST

AGAINST IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 10-01-14

(North Central Area Streets Rehabilitation, Project No. 10-01-14)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bertsch, Motion Passed 7-0.
Chief Thorsteinson

Chief Thorsteinson presented a retirement plaque to Sergeant Jim Hartman for 30 years of law enforcement service.

REPORTS

FINANCE DIRECTOR/AUDITOR HUWE – Huwe asked for approval of any site authorizations or games of chance permits presented.

Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

Wahpeton Baseball Committee Raffle
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries, Motion Passed 7-0.
Summary of Grants and Donations Received 2009
Huwe stated that year-to-date $395,351 has been received in grant money and does not include the $800,000 plus economic stimulus money through the NDDOT.  Huwe stated that the amount is fairly consistent with prior years.  Motion by Bertsch, seconded by Wateland acknowledging receipt of the report.  Motion carried.

Statement of Municipal Indebtedness
Huwe reported that the municipal indebtedness December 31, 2008 was $13,840,835.23 and is projected to be $12,887,091.34 as of December 31, 2009.  Huwe stated that the overall indebtedness for 2009 is down just over $1M.  Motion by Schmidt, second by Bajumpaa acknowledging receipt of the Municipal Indebtedness Report.  Motion carried.
Iworqs Software-Huwe stated this computer software is used for follow-up on citizen complaints, work order generator, and job costing.  Huwe requested referral to the PWPS Committee for review.  Mayor will refer this item to the PWPS Committee.  
Summary of Taxes Levied in 2009 Collected in 2010-Huwe stated that the Mill Rate for 2009 is 502.91 and is 422.35 for 2010.  Huwe stated this is a 15% decrease; which is due to the decrease in the school district mill levy due to legislation.  Motion by Bohn, seconded by Schmidt to acknowledge the receipt of the report.   Motion carried.
2010 Licenses-Huwe requested a Suspension of the Rules to request approval of several 2010 license applications that were received after the due date.  Motion by Wateland, seconded by Hansey to suspend the rules.  Motion carried.  
Huwe asked for approval of the 2010 Licenses as presented in the revised spreadsheet. 
Motion by Wateland, seconded by Bertsch to approve the 2010 licenses as presented.  Motion carried.

Destroy Obsolete check stock-Huwe requested approval to destroy check numbers 8898-8951 as they are no longer used.  Motion by DeVries, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve destruction of obsolete check stock.  Motion carried.

2009 Fiscal Year End Transfer- Huwe asked for referral to the Finance Committee of 2009 Fiscal Year End Transfers.  Mayor referred this item to the Finance Committee. 
Attorney Lies
Lies reported that the Franchise fees for electrical and natural gas are expiring in February of 2010.  Lies stated that the franchise fees have been in place since 1997 and the City renews every two years.  Lies suggested renewing for only one year to allow for budgeting for the next year to determine if the fee should remain at 3% or increased.    The State eliminated the sales tax off natural gas and there is a cap of $200 per month.
Councilmember Hansey offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3414

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 3330 EXTENDING ACTIVATION OF OTTERTAIL POWER COMPANY FRANCHISE FEE

PURSUANT TO ORDINANCE NO. 923

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Wateland, Motion Passed 7-0.
Councilmember Hansey offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3415

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 3329 EXTENDING ACTIVATION OF GREAT PLAINS NATURAL GAS CO. FRANCHISE FEE

PURSUANT TO ORDINANCE NO. 905

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Wateland, Motion Passed 7-0.
Economic Development
Priebe reported that the City is considering a partnership with NDSCS on the City in-fill lots.  Randy Stach is present to determine if partnership is a good fit for the City before determining funding.  Priebe stated that the NDSCS homes are pre-constructed at NDSCS and would not meet the covenants for Elm Court and the home would not fit on a NorthPark lot.  Priebe stated that the former Eastman and Schmit lots would are best suited for this type of project.  Randy Stach stated that he oversees the Construction and Technology Program at NDSCS and he is present to determine the capabilities of NDSCS and preference if the home faces the avenue or the street.  Stach stated that NDSCS has a deadline of January 10, 2010 to order trusses or the partnership could not occur until the following year.  Mayor stated that there will be a Finance Committee and Council meeting before the January 10th deadline.  Mayor asked how funding would work between NDSCS and the City?  Stach stated that NDSCS is wondering how the partnership would work also.  Stach reviewed the timelines and the City of Wahpeton would be the general contractor and oversee the project.  Mayor told Stach that the Finance Committee meeting is December 28th and the next City Council Meeting is January 4, 2010.
Housing Study-Finance Chairman Bohn will give report regarding the State Housing Market Survey Grant Program.
Priebe stated that “Invest in your valley” taping was completed last week; NDSCS and Breckenridge also taped ads last week.

Priebe stated that the NSP home has been moved from 96 5th Ave South and is now at 211 5th Avenue North and Burchill Construction will build a new garage and rehab the house over the next several months.

Priebe stated that the Wahpeton Floral Store Front is nearing completion.  

CDC Executive Committee toured Building 20 on the former Imation Campus.  Bobcat has installed three new overhead doors for production flow and removed all interior walls that were constructed.  Bobcat will manufacture hydraulic cylinders and this is the only location where they are manufactured.  Bobcat Officials have been invited to speak at the CDC annual meeting on January 25th at NDSCS.  Priebe stated that Bobcat informed her of any business in need of transportation Bobcat has FTL from MPLS to Wahpeton at a rate of $1.55 per mile and if anyone needs further information should contact Priebe.  
Librarian

MacIver received notification from the North Dakota State Coordinating Council that the library received a grant in the amount of $13,065 for ten laptop computers to be set up as a computer lab.

The Library also received a Gates grant which is a three for one match and the Friends of the Library provided $1,950 and the total grant is $7,800.  The Library is going to be spending a total of $21,000 in 2010 on technology; mostly on computers, replacing desktops and laptops which can be checked out within the library and there is no cost to the city.

MacIver asked for suspension of the rules to approve an item that is not on the agenda.  Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Bohn to suspend the rules.  Motion carried.
MacIver stated the Library would like to enter into a contract for custodial services for 2010 with Service Master in the amount of $672.75 per month, one other proposal was received and the Library Board chose Service Master.  The City still provides building maintenance and mowing and snow removal on the property.  Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the custodial contract with Service Master for $672.75 per month.  Motion carried 7-0. 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 

Nelson asked for referral of the ND Department of Health Laboratory Service Contract for 2010 to Public Works Public Safety Committee.  Mayor will refer this item to the PWPS Committee.

Nelson asked for referral of change orders #1 and #2 for the south side drainage improvements projects Phase A Part 1 to PWPS.  Mayor will refer this item to the PWPS Committee.
Nelson asked for referral of the amendment to professional service agreement with Interstate Engineering for North Central Street Design to PWPS.  Mayor will refer this item to the PWPS Committee.
Nelson wanted to remind citizens that the levees are off limits to motorized vehicles.  There has been damage to grass and signs and there is no access to the river on the Wahpeton side and the levee is posted off limits to motorized vehicles.  Nelson stated that the Ordinance has not fully been complied with and he wanted to make the recreational community aware.  Lies stated that one case was taken very seriously and charged as a misdemeanor offense $1000 fine and 30 days in jail; people can be charged with reckless driving and being on the levee in a motorized vehicle so they could be charged with two misdemeanors and it can affect a persons insurance rates.  Chief Thorsteinson asked if persons are seen operating a motor vehicle on the levee to call the Police Department and give them as much information as possible.  Schmidt reported seeing snowmobiles traveling on 11th Avenue South on levees.  Lies stated that the City could revise the snowmobile and ATV Ordinance that would ban them altogether the current ordinance states use the most direct route in and out of city limits.  
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee-Chairperson Bohn reported that the Finance Committee met on 
December 14th at noon and discussed the CVB request for funds to continue work on the 3 Rivers Art Council project and as a courtesy is presented to Council not part of their budget for the year the CVB receives their funding from the 1% & 2% lodging tax.    Hansey asked for amount to get building in operational condition, Beyer stated $95,000, Hansey asked what happens after $7,500 is gone and need $10,000 and will additional money come from this fund.  Beyer stated there are other fundraising efforts going on along with other grant proposals.  Hansey asked if the money is from lodging tax only no restaurant tax; asked Beyer if Art Center becomes reality will it draw enough people in to offset the cost and he has concerns about enough traffic to justify the expense.  Beyer stated that CVB funds capital improvements, signage. Trade shows and other things in town and CVB go beyond collecting lodging tax.  Beyer feels the Art Center in partnership with the Zoo, Carousel and other things would be a good partnership.  Hansey feels with the situation of the economy need to spend each dollar wisely, Beyer said the collection of these funds are dedicated for certain purposes and have guidelines to follow when collecting money from hotels.  Schmidt asked what is in place to keep the building operating and what plan does the Arts Council have in place to assure that it is not going to be a liability to the citizens of Wahpeton; Beyer stated there are operating funds from ND Arts Council and Lake Region Arts Council that can be received on an annual basis and membership sales, selling of art and rent from special events.  Schmidt asked in a few years if the Arts Center comes up short who is liable for maintenance of the building, Beyer stated the Arts Council has the title to the building as they are the owners of the building and asked if Wahpeton taxpayers would be responsible for the operation of the building.  Schmidt asked what happens when people are not donating and who is responsible for heating and lighting; Beyer said it would be the Arts Council as they are the owners of the building.  Bertsch on Board of Directors of the 3 Rivers Arts Council and what has happened in art for the last 14 years has been done by about 7 people; create art shows and create receptions and worked with NDSCS to bring in a collection to show at NDSCS.  Bertsch reviewed all the donations to get the building up and running.  Beyer asked the Council if they would like a business plan; Schmidt stated that he is not against the arts but expressed his concerns of the building ending up back on the tax payers of Wahpeton.  Wateland asked the building does not belong to the City it belongs to the Art’s Council and $7500 is from lodging tax from the hotels and not tax dollars from the citizens of Wahpeton.  Beyer stated that the Arts Council cannot guarantee that down the road there may not be a request for public funding.  Mayor stated that the $90,000 price tag also includes in-kind work from volunteers and NDSCS students.  Bohn commended the 3 Rivers Arts Council for all the work that they have done on the property.  Beyer pointed out that the 3 Rivers Arts Council is a 501c3 and is not subject to real estate taxes only special assessments.  Bertsch also pointed out that sales tax would be collected through the Art Galley.   Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bertsch to approve the CVB $7,500 grant to improve and repair the old bank building for an Art Gallery for the purpose of promoting and encouraging visitor’s to Wahpeton.  Motion carried 5-2.
Review and preparation of Bid package through RLF.  Priebe is preparing bid packets to create housing on the two lots that were purchased by the City where the homes were demolished.  Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the preparation of bid packets.  Motion carried.

State housing survey market grant is an informational tool for the City to build more projects beginning in February through June.  The City of Wahpeton is splitting the cost with Breckenridge if they do not participate the study will be smaller and Wahpeton will need to offset the cost.  Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bertsch to participate in the study at a cost of $20,000 without Breckenridge or $15,000 with Breckenridge.  Motion carried.  
PWPS
Hansey reported that no action was taken at the meeting.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

a. Dilapidated Properties Report.
b. Lake Agassiz Water Authority Bulletin.
c. Thresholds ND Housing Finance Agency Newsletter.
d. The Changing Face of Flooding-Red River Basin Commission
Motion by Wateland, seconded by Bertsch to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 7-0.  
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

a. Finance Committee December 28th, 12:00pm.
b. PW/PS Committee December 29th, 12:00pm
c. City Hall Closed at 12:00 noon for Christmas Eve Dec. 24th.
d. City Hall Closed December 25th Christmas Day
Motion by Bohn, seconded by $605,271.94 Bajumpaa to approve the bills.  Motion carried.
	101 GENERAL FUND
	$228,486.39

	201 WATER OPERATING FUND
	$87,844.41

	202 SANITARY SEWER OPERATING FUND
	$28,938.32

	203 WASTE REMOVAL OPERATING FUND
	$18,305.11

	204 WASTE REDUCTION FUND
	$0.00

	205 VECTOR CONTROL FUND
	$648.10

	206 STREET LIGHTING
	$7,991.57

	209 LIBRARY LEVY FUND
	$14,312.05

	213 ADVERTISING LEVY FUND
	$2,101.56

	216 AIRPORT 4-MILL LEVY FUND
	$449.96

	217 PLANN COMMISSION LEVY FUND
	$514.84

	226 EMPLOYEE SAFETY COMMITTEE
	$306.00

	227 ANNUAL RESERVE WH FUND
	$24,538.61

	229 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FUND
	$23,849.09

	231 FD BLDG & EQUIP LEVY FUND
	$4,466.00

	233 REAL ESTATE LEVY FUND
	$11,678.70

	234 SPECIAL STREET MAINT FUND
	$6,682.90

	235 SNOW/FLOOD EMERG LEVY FUND
	$0.00

	236 LEVEE MAINTENANCE
	$34,131.54

	240 SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION FUNDING
	$0.00

	251 AMBULANCE LEVY FUND
	$1,083.33

	253 METER DEPOSITS TRUST FUND
	$79.70

	261 UNEMPLOYMENT COMP RESERVE FUND
	$0.00

	271 ECONOMIC DEVEL DEPT FUND
	$11,244.39
	

	305 VECTOR CONTROL DIST LEVY FUND
	$0.00
	

	316 1% LODGING TAX (ADDTL 1/1/08)
	$2,007.36
	

	317 JOB DEVELOPMENT LEVY FUND
	$0.00
	

	318 WEED MAINT LEVY FUND
	$38.55
	

	319 LODGING TAX FUND
	$1,432.31
	

	320 SALES TAX OPERATING FUND
	$27,683.33
	

	321 SALES TAX RESERVE FUND
	$0.00
	

	324 SALES TAX MINI MATCH RSRV FUND
	$2,000.00
	

	325 SALES TAX H.E.L.P. HOUSING FUND
	$13.00
	

	326 REVOLVING LOAN FUND
	$30,480.49
	

	361 GASOLINE,OIL,ETC
	-$2,424.62
	

	366 PD CANINE UNIT FUND
	-$702.18
	

	367 COMMUNITY POLICING
	$3,406.95
	

	395 CERT
	$318.85
	

	442 R/I #9596
	$21,209.38
	

	574 5-2-97 (FLOOD PHASE II)
	$11,282.95
	

	575 SPRING FLOODING 2009
	$0.00
	

	605 8-1-06 DAKOTA AVE
	$69.00
	

	608 08-02-03 SOUTHSIDE STORM SEWER
	$461.00
	

	609 09-01-04 URBAN ROADS MTC
	$0.00
	

	610 SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL
	$71.34
	

	612 DAKOTA AVE ALLEYS
	$0.00
	

	613 LIFT STATIONS #6 & #8 CTRLS
	
	

	614 NSP GRANT PROJECT
	$271.66
	

	TOTAL
	$605,271.94
	


Motion by Wateland, seconded by Hansey to adjourn.  

_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Angie Appell, Finance Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by aja. 

