City Council Minutes
Date Tuesday September 2, 2008
Time 5:00 pm
________________________________________________________________________
Council Members Present:  Hansey, Wateland, Schmidt, Bohn, Mitskog, Mayor Sturdevant, Bertsch
Council Members Absent: DeVries, Tollefson
Staff Present:  MacIver, Lies, Priebe, Kessel, Huwe, Nelson, Broadland, Thorsteinsen, Manock, Appell
Others Present: Deb Tobias, Steve and Shane Dale, Carol Quam (South side residents)
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order at 5:09 pm.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Bertsch to approve the August 18th, 2008 Council Minutes.  Motion carried 6-0.

Public Hearing
There was no hearing as the accessory structure ordinance amendments were still under advisement by the Planning Commission.
Reports from City Officers and Staff
City Coordinator Kessel –Kessel asked to reschedule accessory meeting hearing for the first meeting in October.  Lies stated there is a 15 day notice period, so there wouldn’t be enough time between meetings to have the hearing at the 2nd meeting in September.  October 6th is the date set for the hearing.
Site Authorizations, permits and raffles
Council member Bohn offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

Raffle-Chahinkapa Zoo Association

The motion for adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt.  Motion carried 6-0.

Council member Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

Raffle-BW Blades

The motion for adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Mitskog.  Motion carried 6-0.

The next issue presented by Kessel was the request for review of the ordinance relating to the issuance of building permits.  The request is to make a time limit on the construction that the building permit was issued for. Kessel requested that this be sent to Public Works.  Mayor Sturdevant referred this to Public Works.
Kessel stated that there was a hearing held last week with Interstate Property Management-Garbage (IMPG) and the license for them has been revoked as of September 12th.  IPM has been notified that their license for garbage hauling has been revoked, but was given until September 12th in order to notify their customers.  They have 10 days from the date they were notified to request an appeal to the council.

Kessel noted that the North Dakota League of Cities will be held in Fargo on September 25th – 27th, and told all present that this was last opportunity to submit their registration.  He asked everyone to please contact himself or Sarah by 12:00 pm tomorrow, Wednesday September 3rd if still wanting to attend.
Kessel announced that a Special Public Works meeting would be held after the City Council meeting tonight to discuss the recent rainfall events and the City’s response to these events.
Lastly Kessel announced a request for the Red River Basin commission. The Red River Basin Commission would like to seek the City’s support for their activities by passing a resolution for their endeavors.  Kessel asked to refer this to the PW. Mayor Sturdevant referred this to Public Works.
Assessor Broadland –   No formal report
Attorney Lies – No formal report
Economic Development Director Priebe –  

Priebe discussed the Activity and Progress report that was dated August 19, 2008 – September 2, 2008.  She stated that there are activities on the list that are ongoing and some that never see an actual completion date but still need to be listed because they are worked on quite often.
Priebe stated that she attended the Governor’s Rural Development Conference which was sponsored by the state and DOC.  She showed a handout made from this conference which pulled together different programs from cities throughout the state, and the mini match program was included in it.

Priebe brought up needing a resolution of sponsorship for WCCO belting.  They are applying for Community Development Block Grant Funds (CDBG), in the amount of $500,000, which will be a low interest loan.  The city or county needs to sponsor this type of financing as the federal government won’t allow this kind of direct funding to a privately owned business.  Priebe noted that there needs to be a hearing date set after the resolution is approved.  She then notified council that there is no monetary responsibility on behalf of the city.
Councilmember Bohn offered the following Resolution and moved for adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 3346
RESOLUTION OF SPONSORSHIP

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, Schmidt, and Bohn; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

There was a public hearing for the CDBG set for September 15th.

Priebe stated that a CDBG was just completed for COMDEL, and then read a letter sent by the governor about the COMDEL expansion.

Meeting Dates- Priebe distributed a list of meeting dates for upcoming meetings in the Economic Development Department as some members of council stated they wanted to get more involved in Economic Development conferences and seminars.
Finance Director Huwe – 

Huwe proposed the first reading of the 2009 budget and also stated the total general fund for this budget is $2,706,918.48.  Huwe also noted the grand total of the general fund and special levy fund equaled $3,979,233.02.  Huwe said that these totals reflect funds and activities funded by property tax sources, and these totals are the only funds established by ordinance.
Councilmember Mitskog offered first reading of the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 915

AN ORDINANCE MAKING AN APPROPIATION FOR THE CITY OF WAHPETON, NORTH DAKOTA FOR THE YEAR 2009
Second reading for Ordinance 915 was set for September 15th. 
Huwe noted that the ordinance could be modified before the second reading.

Librarian MacIver- No formal report
Police Chief Thorsteinsen – No formal report  

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON -  
Nelson requested a suspension of the rules for review of bids received and the award of bids for flood protection improvements at Harry Stern Airport.  Nelson stated the second item to be voted on is the purchase of a trash pump.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt to suspend the rules. Motion carried 6-0.
Reading of bids for the Flood Protection Improvements, at Harry Stern Airport, project number FL07-130.

Contractors:



Total Bid:

Comstock Construction, Inc.

$638,500.00

Sellin Brothers


$794,455.75

Strata Corporation


$983,608.50
Nelson recommended awarding the bid to the lowest bidder which is Comstock Construction.
Councilmember Hansey offered the following Resolution and moved for adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3347

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF AN IMRPOVEMENT IN FLOOD PROTECTION IMPROVEMENTS, HARRY STERN AIRPORT PROJECT NO. FL07-130
Mitskog asked when the engineers estimate was prepared, as there is such a discrepancy between the engineer’s estimate by Ulteig Engineers and the contractor’s bids.  Nelson said the engineer’s estimate was done 6-8 weeks prior to bid opening.  Nelson stated that the difference between the engineers estimate and total bid amount has to do with the increasing costs of construction and rising gas prices.

Nelson stated that the City is negotiating a change order with Comstock and are working on a new pipe design with smaller pipes. Wateland stated that he didn’t like the idea of downsizing the pipes for the project.  Nelson said that there is currently a 42 inch pipe in the plans from the airport to the river, but the portion between the river and Center Street has been reduced to a 36 inch pipe. Nelson stated that the 36 inch pipe still has the capacity for the design storm.  Nelson said the difference in price between the 36 in pipe and 42 in pipe are 10 dollars a foot, which would drop the original price $10,000 as there is approximately 1000 feet of pipe.

Hansey stated that it is nice to have things like these go to committee first before they reach council that way they can discuss things such as this.

This change order for this project will go to flood committee and PW committee, so that they have an opportunity to review it.
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bohn, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, Schmidt, and Bohn; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Purchase of trash pump
Nelson described the pump as follows: is an 8 inch pump, compressor assisted, includes hoses, screen fittings, and can pump 2600 gallons/minute.  The price received from Northandy Water Incorporated totaled $38,900, which is $3900 more than originally budgeted for out of fund 229; however it is twice the capacity of the pump originally budgeted for.   We would be buying the pump several months in advance, which would be before the fiscal year.  This pump would be made available for flooding situations primarily on the South side and mane breaks.  Nelson stated that they also have  bid out a 6 inch pump with the ability to pump 1450 gallons/minute, and that pump was valued at $10,000-$11,000 less than the 8 inch pump, so he feels that they are getting a good value. 

Motion by Wateland, seconded by Hansey to buy the trash pump.  Motion carried 6-0.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

Finance-

Bohn noted that finance committee met the 25th of August and reviewed the request from twin Town Ambassadors for funds for hanging flowers project, and this was referred to visitors committee.  Bohn said they also looked at TIF guideline review for the PILOT request for WCCO Belting as well as reviewed the Mini-Match program and the rent subsidy for the Mini-Match program and when to initiate it, which is still under review. The sign moratorium was also discussed.
Public Works- There was no formal report from Hansey.  Hansey said they received an update for dilapidated properties.  Hansey noted they discussed the acquisition of government lots #1, 2, and 3 in section 28 for future expansion, and it was tabled for the current time for lack of funding.  Hansey said they discussed the appearance of Dakota Avenue and the Capital Improvement plan.  He noted that there is 5:00 meeting set for Monday September 8th to discuss the recreational vehicle ordinance.
Community Center-

Mayor stated the Recreation department has moved to the community center.

Mitskog brought up the open house for the Community Center.  Mayor stated we will be waiting until the sidewalk is finished to have the open house in the next 2 to 3 weeks.

Steve Lies-

Lies asked that the rule be suspended in order to pass a resolution that was not on the agenda.  

Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to suspend the rules.  Motion carried 6-0.
Lies stated that the resolution needs to be passed in order to let the assessment commission start to levy assessments, which relates to the west side project.  In order to meet the deadline set for the assessment commission to get it on this year’s tax role there needs to be a resolution passed to direct them to start their procedure. 
Councilmember Wateland offered the following Resolution and moved for adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 3348

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE ASSESSMENT

OF IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-06 (WESTSIDE DEVELOPMENT) PHASE I - SEWER INTERCEPTOR AND PHASE II - 16TH AVENUE NORTH AND 19TH STREET NORTH - SIGNAL LIGHTS AND PHASE III - 17TH AVENUE NORTH & COMMERCE STREET

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bertsch, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, Schmidt, and Bohn; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

There was no unfinished or new business
Motion by Mitskog seconded by Bohn to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 6-0.  

NO BILLS –  
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL  Monday September 8th , 2008 12:00 pm

  
* PUBLIC WORKS 
Monday September 8th, 2008 5:00
         

 
* FLOOD 




  


* VECTOR CONTROL







Motion by Mitskog , seconded by Wateland to adjourn. 

_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Manock, City Coordinators Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by smm. 

