City of Wahpeton Minutes

March 20th, 2006

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 20th day of March 2006, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Schmitz; Council members Beyer, Loberg, Hansey, Mitskog, Otterson, Tollefson, Schmidt and Badgley.   

The following members were absent: none

Officers present: City Coordinator Kessel, Attorney Lies, Police Chief Thorsteinson, Economic Development Director Priebe, Assessor Broadland and Finance Director Huwe.  Others present: City Coordinator Assistant Burchill and Finance Assistant Appell. Planning Commission Present: Rich Loberg, Allen Larson, Roger Jensen, Donna Keogh and Jim Oliver.

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Loberg to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held March 6th, 2006. Motion carried 8-0.  

PUBLIC HEARING

Bois De Sioux Golf Board President Arden Anderson announced that he is here this evening to update the council on the golf course.  In the ladies restroom there are two fixtures that are in need of replacement.  Mr. Anderson has received a bid from Schmitty’s Plumbing and Heating and the total cost to replace the two fixtures and dispose of the old is $530.00.  

Mr. Anderson is happy to report that Jerry and DoeRae Prante have decided to run the grillroom again this year.  Mr. Prante suggested that instead of continuing to lease the dishwasher that they currently do for $1,500.00 per year, the golf course could purchase one for roughly $1,000.00 plus the cost of detergent.  Anderson feels that both of these items are needed and would appreciate if the council allows for the money to be taken from the “maintenance fund” that the golf course places $5,000.00 into per year.  The Bois de Sioux golf course is currently first on the list to purchase this item, but if they do not provide funding for the dishwasher this week, they will loose their chance to purchase it.  Anderson apologizes for the short notice, but he would appreciate if the dishwasher could be voted on this evening.  

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Tollefson to suspend the rules.  Motion carried 8-0.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Badgley to approve funding $1,000.00 for the purchase of a dishwasher in the grillroom and $530.00 for the purchase of fixtures for the women’s restroom in the clubhouse. 

Beyer asked if anyone recalled the council approving the golf board to make repairs without coming to the council for approval.  

Anderson said that the golf board keeps up with the day-to-day maintenance items without coming to the council, but any “major” repairs are to be approved by the council. 

Motion carried 8-0.  

Anderson is hopeful that the golf course will be open by April 15th, 2006, but it will depend upon the weather and how much water the melting snow creates.  

Planning Commission Public Hearing.

Loberg reconvened the planning commission meeting and stated that the purpose is to rezone a portion of Fargo Avenue and Rosewood Phase II.  

Loberg asked if City Coordinator Kessel had received any written protests.  Kessel stated that no written protests had been received. 

Loberg asked if anyone in the audience would like to protest this rezoning and there was no response.  

Motion by Oliver, seconded by Larson to rezone a portion of Fargo Avenue and Rosewood Phase II.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Larson, seconded by Keogh to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0.

Lies stated that the council must now offer second reading of Ordinances 875 and 876. 

Councilmember Loberg offered the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 875

The Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Mitskog, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Loberg, Hansey, Mitskog, Otterson, Tollefson, Schmidt and Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Loberg offered the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 876

AN ORDINANCE REZONING FROM INDUSTIAL (I2) to BUSINESS (B2) 

(A part of Fargo 2nd Addition) 

The Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Mitskog, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Loberg, Hansey, Mitskog, Otterson, Tollefson, Schmidt and Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

OFFICER REPORTS

City Administrator Kessel - Administrator Kessel announced that there are games of chance and special event applications to approve this evening. 
Councilmember Tollefson offered the following and moved its adoption:

Games of Chance  

Richland/Wilkin Ladies Night

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Badgley, Motion Passed 8-0. Voting nay: None.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:

Games of Chance  

Chahinkapa Zoo

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, Motion Passed 8-0. Voting nay: None.

Kessel recently returned from a Conference of Cities trip from Washington DC.  He was there serving as the North Dakota League of Cities President and was able to speak with U.S Senator Byron Dorgan and U.S Senator Kent Conrad. Unfortunately time constraints did not allow for sufficient time to speak about all of the issues and concerns and Kessel has followed up with a letter. That letter is included in the council packets. 

The Commuter Bus service between Wahpeton and Fargo will end midnight March 31st, 2006 due to the lack of riders and funding.  

A letter from Ted Bellmore, former owner of the Rough Rider Bar, has requested a refund for the liquor license fee that he paid in for 2006.  The new owner has paid the fee in full for 2006 and precedence shows that the fee has been returned in the past at a prorated basis.  Since this transfer took place before the beginning of the year, and the new owner has paid for the entire 2006 year, Kessel said that the full years fee could be returned to Mr. Bellmore if the council agrees. 

Motion by Badgley, seconded by Schmidt to return the 2006 liquor license fee to Ted Bellmore.  

Otterson asked if there are any outstanding bills.  

Kessel said that he does not believe so and will double check before the fee is returned. 

Motion carried 8-0.

Last year the Finance/Personnel Committee reviewed all of the job descriptions for the employees at the City of Wahpeton.  After reviewing the council minutes from 2005 we have come to find that some of the job descriptions were approved at council, but there were others that were not. Finance Committee approved all of the job descriptions and Coordinator Kessel would like for the council to approve all job descriptions as a whole this evening.  Before the council does that, he wanted to remind them of the changes approved at the council retreat. In the job descriptions of the officers that will directly report to the council, the following committees were assigned to complete the reviews and act as their “first point of contact”.  Finance Director – Finance/Personnel Committee, Economic Development Director – Finance/Personnel Committee and Public Works Director – Public Works Committee.  

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Mitskog to approve all job descriptions for the City of Wahpeton.  Motion carried 8-0.

Kessel was pleased to announce that Public Works Director Nelson wrote a grant for transportation enhancement and received a letter from the governor stating that it has been accepted.  The grant will pay for just under $75,000.00 worth of shared use path sidewalk improvements to 11th Street North.  Kessel wanted to publicly applaud Director Nelson for this great accomplishment.  

The fire department has requested an onsite Insurance Service Office (ISO) survey.  Our fire departments (ISO) rating partially determines the amount of liability insurance our local businesses pay.  Currently our rating is a five (5) and that is very good for a town our size with a volunteer fire department.  That is equal to Fargo’s paid fire department.  They believe with the addition of the water tower, dispatch center updates, more pumping power and new north side fire hall the ISO rating could be lowered to a four (4).  Kessel will keep the council informed once the survey is complete. 

Kessel would like to request that the Mayor and one other member of the council join the Process Committee that is being formed to support the downtown redevelopment.  Two members of the council expressed their interest on serving on this board and Alderman Mitskog, with the council’s approval would join this committee.  

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Badgley to support Alderman Mitskog joining the Process Committee that is being formed to support the downtown redevelopment.  Motion carried 8-0.

Mayor Schmitz requested that Coordinator Kessel speak with candidates running for Mayor and invite them to be a part of this committee. 

North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund is having their annual meeting on May 18th, 2006 and Coordinator Kessel would like permission to cast proxy votes on behalf of the City of Wahpeton council members.  

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Badgley to allow Coordinator Kessel to submit proxy votes on behalf of the City Council.  Motion carried 8-0.

Kessel reminded everyone that the City election will be held on June 13th, 2006 and the last day to file petitions or pay the filing fee to be included in the ballot is April 17th at 4:00 pm.  The positions open include:

Mayor

1st Ward Councilmember

3nd Ward Councilmember

(2) At large Councilmember

(3) Park Commissioner. 

Packets are located at City Hall.  

Kessel said that there is one special event liquor license application that came in late.  

Councilmember Badgley offered the following and moved its adoption:

Special Event Liquor License  

Poets (St. John’s Church)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, Motion Passed 8-0. Voting nay: None.

Economic Development Director Priebe – Director Priebe is requesting a first reading of an ordinance changing the zoning of property located by the airport.  Jerry Beck, a member of the Airport Authority, has requested this change.  

Lies explained that the land is not currently zoned.  When parcels were being zoned this parcel was missed, and by default it places it in agricultural land.  The airport is requesting that it be zoned AV2 which is light manufacturing.  This item will also be discussed at the Planning Commission meeting on Thursday March 23rd, 2006. 

Schmidt offered the first reading of Ordinance 877.

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tollefson to schedule a hearing for the rezoning request from the Airport Authority. Motion carried 8-0.  

Priebe is requesting that the council refer this next item to the Planning Commission and would appreciate a first reading from the council this evening.  They have received a request to amend the zoning requirements to restrict adult entertainment centers and other related centers to industrial zoned districts.   

Lies stated that this change would allow adult bookstores, centers and video stores in industrial zoned areas. 

Priebe added that those already operating in commercially zoned areas as per our current ordinance would be grandfathered in.  

Mitskog offered the first reading of Ordinance 878:

AN ORDIANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 16 ZONING ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED, IN ORDER TO DEFINE ADULT ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS AND OTHER RELATED TERMS AND TO PROVIDE THAT ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BE RESTRICTED TO LOCATIONS WITHIN THE INDUSTRIAL ZONING DISTRICT UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS AND LIMITATIONS.

Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Schmidt to schedule a hearing for the amendments to the zoning ordinance.  Motion carried 8-0.

Attorney Lies said that the hearings would be held April 17th, 2006.  

The last item is a referral of Trophy’s past due Revolving Loan Fund loan to the Finance/Personnel/Economic Development Committee.  

Mayor Schmitz referred that item. 

Finance Director Huwe – Director Huwe requested that the Finance/Personnel Committee review the street lighting fees for apartment buildings.  

Mayor Schmitz agreed and referred that item. 

Public Works Director Nelson – Director Nelson shared that beginning one-week from today Waste Management will collect trash at the street versus the alley due to alley load restrictions.  If there are any questions please call City Hall or Waste Management. 

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee – Committee Chair Tollefson reported that the committee did not meet and does not have any action to report. 

Public Works/Safety Committee – Committee Chair Schmidt reported that the committee met but does not have any recommendations for the council. 
PRESENTATION AND APPROVAL OF BILLS AND REPORTS

BILLS –  

General Fund $5,392.36, Water Operating Fund $477.23, Sanitary Sewer Operating 52.22, Vector Control 225.00, Armory Operating 914.05, Library Levy 2836.37, Airport Levy 40.00, Capital Improvements Fund 2972.65, Economic Develop Fund 89.20, Sales Tax Operating 25,000.00, Sales Tax Mini Match RSRV 2215.00, C.E.R.T 160.00.  Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Badgley to approve the bills totaling $40,774.08.  Motion carried 8-0. 

  PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

A. Bois de Sioux Board of Directors mtg minutes 3/7/06

B. Lake Agassiz Water Authority Bulletin.

C. City Coordinator letters to Senators Dorgan and Conrad and Representative Pomeroy. 

D. Airport Authority minutes of 3/8/06 mtg. 

E. Citizen Survey Comments

F. Chamber of Commerce of Fargo-Moorhead “Bridge” newsletter.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 8-0.  

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL

March 27th, Noon

* PUBLIC WORKS 

         

March 28th, Noon

* VECTOR CONTROL
 

None Scheduled

* FLOOD




None Scheduled

* REC CENTER



TBD

* REC CENTER BLDG COMMITTEE
TBD

Motion to adjourn.  

_____________________________________

Mayor Schmitz 

_____________________________________________

Tracy Burchill, City Coordinators Assistant  - Minutes respectfully submitted by tpb. 







