City Council Meeting
May 4, 2009
5:00pm
Council Members Present:  Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, Sturdevant, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Bertsch
Council Members Absent: 
Staff Present: Huwe, Lies, Nelson, Thorsteinson, MacIver, Priebe, Broadland
Others Present: Appell, Erickson
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order.  5:03 Pm
Motion by Bertsch, seconded by Hansey to approve the April 20, 2009 Council Minutes.  Motion carried. 
PUBLIC HEARING
Committee of the Whole Meeting – Sturdevant announced that the Committee of the Whole will meet after the Council meeting today May 4th.
Wings Over Wahpeton- Air Show will take place Wednesday May 6th at 11:30am.  Sturdevant read a proclamation about the Wings over Wahpeton Event including time, date, and overview of the event.  This was to proclaim May 6th 2009 as Wings over Wahpeton Day in the City of Wahpeton.  A copy of this proclamation was sent to the Canadian Snowbird Demonstration Squadron, Pietsch Air Shows, and the Wahpeton Airport Authority.
REPORTS
INTERIM CITY COORD/FINANCE DIR HUWE – Huwe asked for approval for any site authorizations or games of chance permits presented.
Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

American Cancer Society-Raffle/Bingo
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bajumpaa, Motion Passed 8-0.
Councilmember Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation-Site Authorization
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bohn, Motion Passed 8-0.
Fire Department Heavy Rescue Truck Capital Lease Recommendation:  Huwe said the special order truck is ready to be delivered the first part of June. Part of the truck is being paid for with cash on hand and the other half will put on a capital lease. Huwe received bids from six different banks with the lowest rate received from American Federal bank at 3.59% with a term of 48 months, and the total cost of borrowed money came in at $14,000.
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by DeVries to award the bid to American Federal Bank for the Fire Department Heavy Rescue Truck Capital Lease. 
Sturdevant asked for the highest percent offered for the capital lease.  Huwe said that the highest rate was 5.12%.
Motion Carried 8-0.
State Auditors Field Audit Completed: Huwe said that the auditors were here last week and completed the yearly field audit.  
Mayoral Appointment Openings: June of every year the mayoral appointments come up.  Huwe read off the six different boards that will have openings:
· Economic Development Commission – 3 openings – 3 year terms
· Library Board – 1 opening – 3 year terms

· Planning Commission – 3 openings – 5 year terms

· Special Assessment Commission – 1 opening – 4 year terms

· Vector Control Board – 1 opening – 5 year terms

· Golf Board – 5 openings – 3 year terms

She said that if you are interested or know someone that is interested please write a letter and address it to the mayor and submit it to City Hall by June 1st, 2009.
Swine Flu Preparations: Huwe said we are watching the Swine Flu information very closely and are coordinating our efforts with Richland County Health Department as well as the State Health Department.  She said that we have made things such as hand sanitizer more readily available at City Hall.
Legislative Update: The ND Legislature is limited to 80 days, but there was an exception this year due to the Flooding situation.  The Legislature reconvened but they were not complete as of yet. 
Senate Bill 2199- Major reform in education funding. Huwe said one of the neatest aspects of Senate Bill 2199 is that it has significant property tax relief in it.
Huwe said that she will have a more complete report from the League of Cities once the legislative session is complete.

ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   No formal report

ATTORNEY LIES – No Formal Report
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  
Economic Development Report: Priebe went over the 2008 EDC Annual Report.  Priebe drew everyone’s attention to the Sales Tax Funding Percentages section and discussed the different percentages allocated for Economic Development, Flood Mitigation and Recreation.  She also said the with the Mini Match program of every dollar spent it is matched by $3.80.
She noted that the Economic Development Commission plans on meeting on Thursday May 7th at 11:30am.

She said the City has attained ownership for all three NSP (Neighborhood Stabilization Program) properties.  She said the advertising for demolition and rehab of two properties will be taken care of by the Building and Codes Official.  She said the third property may be beyond repair, but she’s working with the State Office to change some of the details of the project.

She said she is also working on updating the information on the Spec Homes in North Park.  She said she had five inquiries on those houses in the past six days. 
Priebe said she is planning some Walk About Wahpeton visits to inform business owners on the upcoming Dakota Avenue Reconstruction Project during June, July and August.
She said that the State Department of Commerce has seen some activity as well.  She received three RFP’s from them over the past month.
FINANCE DIRECTOR HUWE– See Interim City Coordinator
LIBRARIAN MACIVER – No Formal Report
POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON –  
Parade Request- Blue Goose Days Saturday June 6th.  He asked for Council’s permission to block off Dakota Ave during this event.
Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to block off Dakota Avenue for the Blue Goose Days parade on June 6th.  Motion carried 8-0.
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON – 
Flood Committee Update:  The Flood Committee meeting was held last week. The Corp of Engineers is working on procuring a construction contract for construction of Stage 3A of the flood project.  The committee also authorized staff to negotiate for acquisition of five parcels to conclude the right of way acquisition for stage 3A.
Clean Up Week:  Nelson announced that Clean up Week will be held the week of May 18-22.  Nelson read through the items that will and will not be accepted for pick up by Waste Management.  
Professional Services Agreement with Interstate Engineering, Inc – Design to Rebuild Concrete Alleys adjacent to Dakota Avenue. This contract came to Public Works committee late and wasn’t on tonight’s agenda but is now been brought to Council for approval.  Nelson said this project is not to exceed $15,042.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve the Professional Services Agreement with Interstate Engineering, Inc to Design the Rebuild Concrete Alleys adjacent to Dakota Avenue.
Roll call vote: voting aye-Hansey, Bertsch, Bohn, Bajumpaa, Schmidt, DeVries, Mitskog, Wateland. Voting nay-none.
Nelson requested referral of the purchase of a ½ ton 4x4 pickup for the Water Plant to the PW/PS.  Sturdevant referred this issue to PW/PS.

Nelson requested that residents cease pumping their sump pumps to the alleys, and to pump them to the curb and gutter where possible. 

Sturdevant referred the issue of Vector Control to the PW/PS committee.
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee –  
Bois de Sioux Golf Club Grant – Motion to recommend approval of Bois de Sioux Golf Club Grant Compliance Report.  Bohn said the Golf Board did a very good job at keeping up with the tasked items and keeping them timely.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the Bois de Sioux Golf Club Grant Compliance Report. Motion carried 8-0.
Bohn said there was an update from Steve Iverson with Pace’s Lodging regarding the Westgate Commons Project.  He will be working Nelson on a phasing plan for the current property.
Sales Tax – Review of potential ordinance language – Request Committee of the Whole to meet and discuss on May 4th following the Council meeting.

City Coordinator Position – Request Committee of the Whole to meet and discuss on May 4th following the Council meeting.

Public Works Committee –  
Southside Drainage Basin Plan – Motion to recommend approval of professional services agreement with Interstate Engineering for design of Southside Drainage Improvements Phases A & B totaling $85,980.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt to approve the professional services agreement with Interstate Engineering for design of Southside Drainage Improvements Phases A & B totaling $85,980.

Bohn asked if this is just preparation of the plans.  Nelson said this is for preparations of plans and specifications, and doesn’t include construction engineering services.

Roll call vote: voting aye-Hansey, Bertsch, Bohn, Bajumpaa, Schmidt, DeVries, Mitskog, Wateland. Voting nay-none.
Street Lighting Fees – Motion to recommend approval of revised fee schedule to be adopted by resolution.
Councilmember Hansey offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3381
RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 3268

ESTABLISHING STREET LIGHT FEES

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Wateland.
Bajumpaa asked if all properties pay into the lighting system, and Hansey said yes they do.  Mitskog asked how the lighting of the streets is determined and why there are no street lights in certain areas. Mitskog asked what would need to be done to have street lights put into place in areas where there are none.  Sturdevant said that if there were street lights put up they would have to be special assessed to the property owners affected.  Nelson said that street lights that are on the urban roads would have to meet illumination standards for both state and federal guidelines. On commercial and residential streets Nelson said that the lighting is usually placed at intersections and intervals not to exceed 600 feet.  He said that street lighting on the local streets is not put under the assessment process.  
Bertsch asked how the lighting need is determined.  Nelson said a residential request would result in an investigation to see if there is a safety need or special circumstances for the need of more lighting.  

Wateland said that he would like to see this issue referred back to PW/PS Committee.  Lies commented that this issue may be a very hard situation to see as fair or not, because one person may not like the light right in front of his house and another person may think the street light is too far from his house.
Roll call vote: voting aye-Hansey, Bertsch, Bohn, Bajumpaa, Schmidt, DeVries, Mitskog, Wateland. Voting nay-none
Garbage Pickup in Alleys – Motion to discontinue residential garbage pickup in the alleys. Hansey went over the discussion had at the meeting pertaining to the concern for safety of children in the alleys and for the maintenance of the non-concrete alleys.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt to discontinue residential garbage pickup in the alleys.  
Bohn asked if there were any citizen’s comments on this issue.  Hansey said he did receive a phone call from a concerned citizen, but he tried to remedy this issue by suggesting they contact Waste Management if they have winter concerns or they can’t get their garbage out for some reason.  Wateland said he also received a few phone calls from concerned citizens.  Mitskog said that she received some concerned phone calls from residents.  She commented on the contract signed with Waste Management and would like to have input from residents on this issue before any decision is made.
Lies said that he believes when the new recycling program came out the contract was extended for another two years until 2012.

Roll call vote: voting aye-Hansey, Bertsch, Bohn, Bajumpaa, Schmidt, DeVries, Wateland. Voting nay-Mitskog. Motion carried 7-1.

Dakota Ave. Reconstruction – Motion to recommend approval of memorandum agreement and temporary construction easements on City properties.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve the memorandum agreement and temporary construction easements on City properties. Motion Carried 8-0.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

REPORTS- 
Motion by Mitskog seconded by DeVries to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book. Motion carried 8-0.  

a.
NDIRF Participator Newsletter

b.
Waste Management Spring Cleanup Notice 

c.
ND Housing Finance Agency Grants available for abandoned properties (NSP Grant Round 3)

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

*Committee of the Whole May 4th, immediately following Council

*Mayor’s Ad Hoc Cmt. on EDC/CDC in ED (T.B.D.)

*Planning Commission May 4th, 4:00 p.m. 

*Finance Cmt. May 11th, 12:00 p.m.

*PW/PS Cmt. May 12th,   5:00 p.m.

Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn.  5:51 pm
_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Erickson City Coordinators Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by sme. 
