City Council Minutes

August 18, 2008

5:00 pm

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 19TH day of August, 2008, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Council members Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, Bertsch, Bohn, Tollefson, Schmidt, and DeVries
The following members were absent:  Mayor Sturdevant
Officers present: Kessel, Thorsteinsen, Nelson, Lies, Huwe, Broadland, and MacIver  

Officer absent: Priebe
Others present:  Citizens of Wahpeton

Council member Mitskog presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held August 4th, 2008.  Motion carried.

There will be a short presentation and then we will hear comments from citizens, Deb Tobias has order of items for citizens to address.

Public Hearing

Shawn Kessel - Noteworthy to state that rain fall that we had was the 3rd highest on record, for Wahpeton since 1931.  The 2nd highest rainfall on record was the rain we had last year.  Both of these events are considered 100 year events, but we had the misfortune of having them two years in a row.  Kessel wanted to state the course of that occurred in his life the night of the rain.  Kessel headed to a Head of the Red meeting at 7:30 pm.  At 8:50 there was a board member called out of the meeting because she had water in her basement.  This board member then called and advised the remaining Board of the street flooding.  Kessel then left the meeting at 9:05 when he believes there was 18 inches of rain on 11th St.  Because of the rainfall he headed south on 11th St to determine how flooded the rest of the streets were.  At that time there were still bare spots on Dakota Ave.  He then headed north on 4thSt, west on 4th Ave, and then traveled north on to 6th Ave.  He took some calls from concerned citizens at about 9:15 pm, and then shortly after he called Brett Lambrecht to determine what response efforts had been coordinated.  Nelson was already at the 4th St shop at this time.  Then he met with Lambrecht and Officer Smykowski who then in turn issued an operation “Fire Hall” to have the fire department assist with traffic control.  Between 9:40 and 12:45 Kessel spent his time at the Law Enforcement Center (LEC).  The equipment at the LEC was not working properly at that time to issue a reverse 911 call.  At about 11:30 the system was again working, and a reverse 911 was then issued.  There were calls placed to KVLY and KBMW, and WDAY to issue a no travel advisory on the streets.  Sand bags were discussed to be issued to citizens in order to save homes from flood water, but this was decided against because they didn’t want any travel on the streets. 

Randy Nelson – Described the storm sewer system – the storm experienced on Monday August 11th exceeded the storm sewer capacity.  Nelson wanted to reiterate that this again is only a 100 year flood, which equates to only a 1% chance of happening each year.  There are numerous places in the city where the storm sewers are incapable of handling the water we experienced as well as others due to age, damage or reconstruction.  One thing that is worth pointing out is the function of flood protection along the river, including the pumping stations.  Pumping stations are located at all of the major water out falls along the river in the city.  There is a diagram shown of a “Typical Flood Pump Station Cross Section”.  This depicts the pump in the normal open view.  When river levels are high such as in the Spring, the flood gate of the pump would then be closed, and a diagram of this closed gate is shown as well.  There were comments from people about why the flood pumps weren’t running during the storm.  Randy states that the pumps wouldn’t have done any good because the water was low.  The pumping of water out of the storm sewers, across 11th Ave and into the ditch may help to alleviate the storm sewers.  There are pumps available to purchase to pump the water over the levy, but at this time something of that nature is not in place.  There was property damage on the north side as well as the south side from the water damage. The damage on the North side seemed to be more localized than on the South side. Stage 2 of the levy project is under construction, which is a large diameter storm sewer system to pump water from Center St to the pump station.  There were also larger pipes placed in and around the out fall; however lacking is the inlet capacity at the pumps.  In the current budget there is a basin plan to construct a storm sewer from the railroad tracks to 11th Ave S, and from Highway 127 to the river.  

There was a question by Mitskog about larger diameter pipes around the station.  Nelson states that in the last ten years there have been various pipes added around the pumps. Also provided an area to implement temporary larger pumps if the permanent pumps fail.  Stage 1 was put in place to put these larger pipes in place.  Start on the larger diameter pipes will probably begin next week on Center Street pipes. 
 Bertsch asks how the larger pipes will help the flash flood waters.  Nelson states that it won’t totally cure the problem but it can alleviate or lower the water.  
Mitskog states this was a historical rainfall, but how many areas were affected.  Nelson states that between 8th Ave n and 2nd Ave n was an affected area that comes to mind.  
Wateland is concerned about the amount of pumps that were out on the night of the flood.  Wateland asks if there a contingency plan in place to have the pumps ready and waiting in case it floods, or wait till it’s too late again.  Nelson states that we could implement a response plan to get the pumps out sooner but it still may not alleviate the flooded streets.  Wateland states that there has been streets flooded on the north side that have never been flooded before, but we still need a contingency plan in place.  
Mitskog stated that there is a PW meeting tomorrow to adopt a plan as quickly as possible to alleviate the problem at hand.
Citizens Representatives – 

Deb Tobias- 404 11th Ave S.  Residents of the south side have put a petition together which is given to the council.  Tobias stated that Steve Dale and Carol Quam are put in place as representatives. She stated that the residents of the south side have three major questions: What emergency measures were put into effect prior to Monday, if any? We don’t want to hear the word survey or study, the only S word we want to hear is solution.  Why weren’t the pumps put into place and ready to go on 11th Ave prior to the flooding?  Something has to change.  

Steve Dale- 907 5th St. S.  The answers to some of the questions have been provided.  Hopefully we are seeing results.  Wants to know if there were any preventive measures in place before Monday’s rain.  He says at 5 oclock the radar showed severe rain, and is wondering if at that time was there anything being done?  Is there a plan to minimize damage to homes that have been damaged?  He says it doesn’t take seven inches of rain to flood a home on the south side.  If there were temporary pumps placed on 11th Ave it could help from having someone’s basement from flooding. These temporary pumps have to be automatic until a permanent solution is found. Dale wanted to know who is accountable for the lack of action seen when we get two inches of rain, and who is accountable to “get the wheels moving”?  The levy in the park and the airport are in place for a 500 year flood, but we are getting these flood waters on average every 500 days where the streets aren’t passable. We want to see a realistic timeline for action. When are we going to see the results?
Carol Quam- 1004 5th St S.  Lived there for 37 years.  He wants to know the plan.  He doesn’t believe that there is a plan in place.  What is the flood going to do for the resale value of these houses and properties?
Tim Stromberg- 2nd St N.  His mother lives on South 5th St.  Who is in charge of Wahpeton and who is second in charge?  He thinks he knew more about what was going on than the two people in charge last year. Stromberg states that way to much building has been allowed west of 6th St S. He says we are spending 3.5 million on the south side dyke, and we have bike paths and new rec center, and this is irritating because the houses are still being flooding, and feels that some of this money could be directed toward the storm sewers.  Do these people know what size pumps should be implemented to handle problems?  He says the cities management is a laughing stock.  He hears day in and day out how the city management is lacking.  He was very disappointed at what time the pumps got out on the streets.  

Wateland asks what time the pumps showed up?  Stromberg says about 11:00 pm. 

Hansey states that he believes this meeting is dedicated to the citizens of the south side.

Schmidt states there is not a storm sewer on 8th ave and it has become a conduit for water to flow.  There are only 7 inlets on 6th St to 11th Ave for all of the water that comes in from the west, which is a set up for flooding.
Tom Mcgovern – lives on 2nd st s.  He says that the streets are not going to be fixed by adding bigger pipes.
Further discussion is had by citizens and council members concerning the streets.
Mitskog says that the last 10 years there has been a plan in place to protect Wahpeton from outside waters.  She states that we need to do a better job as a community and as leaders to be better prepared for this event in the future.

Mitskog calls the meeting back to order at 5:57.
Reports from City Officers and Staff
City Coordinator Kessel:  States that City hall will be closed September 1st in recognition of Labor Day and the City Council meeting will be Tuesday September 2nd at 5:00 pm.  Introduced new City Coordinator Assistant Sarah Manock.  Request referral of the Ordinance pertaining to the use of recreational vehicles in town to Public Works.
Site Authorizations, permits and raffles
Council member Bohn offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
Raffle-Healthcare and Wellness Foundation
The motion for adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson.  Motion carried 8-0.

Council member Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

Raffle-Wahpeton All Sport Booster Club
The motion for adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt.  Motion carried 8-0.
Council member Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

Raffle-Woody Keeble VFW Auxiliary #4324

The motion for adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson.  Motion carried 8-0.
Council member DeVries offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
Raffle-Wahpeton Harmony Senior Citizens Center

The motion for adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bohn.  Motion carried 8-0.
Assessor/Building Codes:  No formal report
City Attorney Lies:  Lies brought up WCCO Belting, for Economic Development Direct Priebe who was unable to attend. WCCO was previously looking into tax increment financing (TIF), but now Lies feels that a PILOT would be more beneficial.  A PILOT is a form of tax exemption, separate from a true tax exemption, where there is an agreement over time as to what will be paid in taxes over the years.  He stated that the City Development Team may need to add another tool to the Economic Development proposal.  Lies states that we would like to have a PILOT assigned to the Finance Committee.  Lies said that we can get to the same end point, with less paper and legal work if we use a PILOT.  Again, the PILOT is requested to be assigned to the Finance Committee.  Mitskog refers this to Finance.
Economic Development Director:  
Economic Development Commission Recommendations:

Mini-match Program Amendments – The EDC recommends the City Council approve the Mini-Match New Guidelines to exclude rent subsidy, add all exterior improvements as an allowable activity and reward the ‘one-time access’ guideline to read as follows:  this program can be accessed one time by any one individual, spouse, corporation, partnership, or structure in which the same individual is a principal.

Motion by Tollefson seconded by Bohn. Motion carried 8-0.

WCCO Belting Pace Interest Buydown- The EDC recommends the City Council approve the PACE interest buy down for the development of a maximum factor allowable of an estimate of $78,460.82 from sales tax fund and that the disbursement be made in annual increments over the term of the loan.  The EDC further recommends the current policy to payback PACE buy downs for equipment remain enforced.
Motion by Tollefson seconded by DeVries. Motion carried 8-0.

Economic Development 2009 Operating Budget:

The EDC recommends the City Council approve the Operating Budget for the Economic Development Department of $172,000 for 2009 as distributed 8-18-2008.
Motion by Tollefson seconded by Bohn. Motion carried 8-0.

Finance Director Huwe
Fire Department Grant Award – The Fire Department received a 50-50 matching grant from the North Dakota Forest Service for the purchase of ten sets of bunker gear, and 3000 feet of hose. The grant is for $23,000, so the Fire Department would be responsible for coming up with $11,500.  They would need a motion of approval in order to purchase the new equipment, and to have a disbursement from the fire department mill levy.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Tollefson.  Motion carried 8-0.

Huwe stated that the budget is in progress right now, and will have a full memo at the next committee meetings.  The first reading for the budget ordinance is scheduled for September 2nd.

Police Chief Thorsteinsen – No formal report

Public Works Director Nelson – No report
Flood Committee – No report
Motion by Wateland, seconded by Schmidt to approved the amendments to the following:
ORDINANCE NO. 914
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING §§16-832 AND 16-912
AND ADOPTING §16-922 AND 16-932

SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS – KENNEL, TRANSFER STATION
Councilmember Wateland offered second reading of the following Ordinance and moved for adoption:
ORDINANCE NO. 914
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING §§16-832 AND 16-912
AND ADOPTING §16-922 AND 16-932

SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS – KENNEL, TRANSFER STATION
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Council member Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: : Council members Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, Bertsch, Bohn, Tollefson, Schmidt, and DeVries; and the following voted against the same: None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by DeVries to approve reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 8-0.
Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Bohn to approve a disbursement of $445,052.34 in bills.  Motion carried 8-0
Motion by Wateland, seconded by Hansey to adjourn at 6:16 pm.  Motion carried 8-0. 
​​​​​​​​​

______________________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_________________________________________________

Sarah Manock, City Coordinators Assistant – Minutes respectfully submitted by smm.

