City Council Meeting
May 18, 2009
5:00 pm
Council Members Present:  Bohn, Schmidt, DeVries, Bajumpaa, Sturdevant, Wateland, Hansey, Bertsch
Council Members Absent:  Mitskog
Staff Present:  Huwe, Thorsteinson, Nelson, Lies, Broadland
Others Present: Appell, Erickson
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order. 5:04 Pm
Motion by Bertsch, seconded by Hansey to approve the May 4, 2009 Council Minutes.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Motion by Bajumpaa, seconded by Bohn to approve the May 4, 2009 Council of the Whole Minutes.  Motion carried 7-0. 

REPORTS
INTERIM CITY COORD/FINANCE DIR HUWE – Huwe asked for approval for any site authorizations or games of chance permits presented.
Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

Three Rivers Gymnastics-Site Authorization 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries, Motion Passed 7-0.
Councilmember Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption:

Three Rivers Gymnastics-Site Authorization 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, Motion Passed 7-0.
Councilmember Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:

Twin Town Chamber Ambassadors
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bohn, Motion Passed 7-0.
Contract with Richland County Community Services- Huwe said that we have informally utilized their services in the past.  We need to formalize our relationship with them because we have the opportunity to use their services more often.  This contract doesn’t have any dollars involved, but it would clarify the expectations for both parties involved which are the county and the city.
Motion by Bertsch, seconded by Hansey to formalize the contract with Richland County Community Services. Motion Carried 7-0.
Community Military Covenant- Huwe said we have received request for participation from the ND Adjutant General.  The Adjutant General has asked cities throughout the state to formalize their support for the National Guard. She said the Adjutant General asked us to recognize this by taking a Community Military Covenant to acknowledge the National Guard commitment to serving their communities. 
Motion by Wateland, seconded DeVries to approve the Community Military Covenant. Motion carried 7-0.
FEMA Part B Claim Update- Huwe said that FEMA Part B has to do with the emergency measures that took place to deal with the high water event.  The claim that was submitted was $60,263.04 which was related only to costs incurred that was related to emergency flood prevention.  There are other costs incurred associated to things such as street repairs.  
Liquor License Compliance Check – Huwe noted that the police department conducted liquor license compliance checks, and three of the establishments that did not pass this check.  There will be liquor license administrative hearings at the end of the month.
Mayoral Appointment Openings​- Huwe said that there are still openings for the following boards: Economic Development Commission, Library Board, Planning Commission, Airport Authority, Special Assessment Committee, Vector Control Board, and the Golf Board.  Anyone who is interested can send a letter or email to Huwe or the Mayor stating this interest. 
ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   No formal Report
ATTORNEY LIES – No formal Report
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  (Huwe reported in Priebe’s absence)
Economic Development Report- 
Chamber Marketing Funds Request – Crazy Days- There was a unanimous recommendation to support in the amount of $4,445 from the Sales Tax Fund for Economic Development to the Chamber Crazy Day event as proposed.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve to support in the amount of $4,445 from the Sales Tax Fund for Economic Development to the Chamber Crazy Day event as proposed.
Roll call vote: voting aye: Bohn, Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa. Voting nay: none. 
11th Street North Shared Use Path- The EDC recommended the City Council approve the 11th Street Shared Use Path request for up to $50,000 from the Sales Tax for Recreation to complete the project and to designate a reserve as fund are accumulated.

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bertsch to approve the 11th Street Shared Use Path request for up to $50,000 from the Sales Tax for Recreation to complete the project and to designate a reserve as fund are accumulated.
Bajumpaa asked if the City is still able to meet the previous commitments for Recreation.  Huwe said that we will still be able to meet the obligations, but it is on a month to month basis.  Sturdevant said one of the over runs was the delay of the project.
Wateland asked if any of the drainage problems will be fixed before this project is finished.  Huwe said this issue could be referred back to the PW/PS Committee. Sturdevant referred the drainage problems on 11th St to PW/PS Committee.
Roll call vote: voting aye: Bohn, Bertsch, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa. Voting nay: Wateland, Hansey. Motion carried 5-2.
FINANCE DIRECTOR HUWE– See interim City Coordinator
LIBRARIAN MACIVER – No Formal Report 
POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON –  No formal Report
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON – 

Nelson announced that the City will be flushing hydrants Tuesday and Wednesday of this week.

Nelson reminded the public of clean up week that was held May 18-22, and he also said that Waste Management requested to have all of the items out on the curb by 7:00am.  He went through the items that will not be accepted for the cleanup. 
Middle School Drainage Improvements Cost Participation Request - Nelson Requested Referral to PW/PS Committee of the Middle School Drainage Improvements Cost Participation Request. Sturdevant referred this issue to the PW/PS Committee.
Cost Participation and Maintenance Agreements with NDDOT for Urban Roads Maintenance Projects – Nelson Requested Referral to PW/PS Committee of Cost Participation and Maintenance Agreements with NDDOT for Urban Roads Maintenance Projects. Sturdevant referred this issue to the PW/PS Committee.
One-Way Street Designation Review – Nelson Requested Referral to PW/PS Committee of One-Way Street Designation Review. Sturdevant referred this issue to the PW/PS Committee.
Award of Contract for Lime Lagoon Cleaning at Water Treatment Plant – Nelson requested that the contract for the Lime Lagoon Cleaning at the Water Treatment Plant be awarded.  He said they received two bids one from Comstock Construction for $36,500 and the second bid came from Krause Brother’s Construction for $66,300.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Bohn to award the contract to Comstock Construction in the amount of $36,500. Roll call vote: voting aye: Bohn, Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa. Voting nay: none.

Wind Turbine Ordinance proposal – Nelson Request Referral to PW/PS Committee of the Wind Turbine Ordinance proposal.  Sturdevant referred this issue to the PW/PS Committee.
Bertsch asked why there is such a big difference between the amounts of the two bids received for the lime cleaning.  Nelson said they don’t get a lot of background on the bid information.  He said it could be due to the scheduling of the contractors and the equipment that they already have for this type of project.  

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee – Bohn said the Finance Committee met on May 14, 2009.

Visitor Center at Chahinkapa Zoo – Motion to recommend approval of Lodging Tax Funding to reimburse Visitor Center staffing expense over the summer.  

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the Lodging Tax Funding to reimburse Visitor Center staffing expense over the summer. 

Sturdevant asked if it will be the Visitors Center only on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  Bohn said yes this is correct and the other days during the week this will be handled by the Chamber Office.  Bajumpaa commented that the Visitor’s Center would also be welcoming volunteers from the community to fill the position at the Visitor’s Center as well.

Motion Carried 7-0.

Downtown Design Manual Guidelines – Motion to recommend approval of Yergens’ proposal at an up to amount of $7,000 plus direct reimbursement not to exceed $1,500 

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bertsch to approve Yergens’ proposal at an up to amount of $7,000 plus direct reimbursement not to exceed $1,500 for the Downtown Design Manual Guidelines.
Wateland asked Bohn to explain this. Bohn said Yergens is proposing to go to business owners and provide them with design specifications to update their buildings.  Nelson said this proposal would give the business owner the idea of how to go a contractor and tell them what they need.  Bohn said that once the spec sheets are made they will be able to be used over and over.  She said that Yergens would provide a link from the business owner and the contractor to make sure everything will conform to the guidelines.  

Roll call vote: voting aye: Bohn, Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa. Voting nay: none.



Sales Tax – Motion to recommend a City wide Special Election be scheduled for Tuesday, June 23rd.

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve a City wide Special Election be scheduled for Tuesday, June 23rd for a ½ percent sales tax increase.  Motion carried 7-0.

Motion to recommend approval of the Wahpeton Community Center at 304 5th St. South as the polling location for the June 23rd Special Election with polling hours of 7 AM to 7 PM
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bertsch to approve the Wahpeton Community Center at 304 5th St. South as the polling location for the June 23rd Special Election with polling hours of 7 AM to 7 PM.  Motion carried 7-0.

Motion to recommend approval of proposed ballot language to include additional ½ cent sales tax dedicated to flood protection and infrastructure. Bohn went through the options for improving infrastructure that the additional ½ would allow.  

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bertsch to approve proposed ballot language to include additional ½ percent sales tax dedicated to flood protection and infrastructure. Motion carried 7-0.
Councilmember Bohn offered first reading of the following Ordinance: 
ORDINANCE NO. 919

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A ONE-HALF PERCENT 

SALES TAX AND USE TAX DEDICATED TO FLOOD 

PROTECTION AND INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

NDPERS Health Insurance Premium Notice – Motion to recommend funding the health insurance increase up to $35,511 using unexpended budgeted salaries.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bertsch to approve funding the health insurance increase up to $35,511 using unexpended budgeted salaries.
Hansey asked if the city is picking up the entire increase.  Bohn said yes that is correct. Huwe said that this issue will be further evaluated during the budget process.  Bajumpaa said that during the meeting it was discussed that other small cities have also witnessed this type of increase.  He said that it would be a good idea to get together with the League of Cities participants to make sure that small cities have a voice in this issue.  Further discussion was had on the rate increases at the City compared to other entities.
Roll call vote: voting aye: Bohn, Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa. Voting nay: none.
Public Works Committee –  
Purchase of ½ ton 4x4 Pickup for Water Plant –The bids that were received are as follows: Dakota Chrysler came in at $24,661 with a $2500 allowance for trade in, Smith Motors came in at $20,918 with a $2500 allowance for trade in, and the lowest bidder was Vision Ford with a bid of $17,946.96 with a $1000 allowance for trade in.  Motion to recommend award of bid to Vision Ford for $17,946 without trade-in.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to award the bid for purchase of ½ ton 4x4 pickup for the Water Plant to Vision Ford for $17,946 without trade-in.
Bohn asked if we are seeing any decrease in prices due to the recent auto industry failures.  Nelson said that if we purchased more vehicles he would be able to see a better trend, but this match is close and even lower than the state bid.
Roll call vote: voting aye: Bohn, Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa. Voting nay: none.
Hansey said there was an update on Vector Control.  There will be aerial sprays on the following dates: June 19th, July 1st, and one later date to be determined.  Hansey said that larva site packets will be available at City Hall in the upcoming days.
Wateland requested the garbage pick on street side only be referred back to the PW/PS Committee.  Sturdevant referred this issue to the PW/PS Committee.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

Motion by Wateland seconded by Bertsch to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 7-0.  

a.
FEMA Floodplain Administrator Letter

b.
Midcontinent Communications Lineup Change 

c.
Job Service Summer Worker Program 

d.
Twin Town Ambassadors Golf Tournament

BILLS – Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the disbursement of bills in the amount of $ 1,709,167.35. 
Gen Fund 250482.03, Wat Op 51093.10, San Sew Op 31652.52, Wast Rem Op 18148.33, Wast Red 1.40, Vec Cntrl 625.13, Strt Light 7954.58, Lib Levy 14561.11, Adv Levy 1698.78, Airprt Levy 449.96, Plan Com Levy 956.82, Empl Saf Com 306, Ann Rsrv WH -3183, Cap Impr 36703.49, Asst Fr Fghter Grnt 12150, Real Est Levy 15481.50, Snw/Fld Emrg Levy 4167.09, Levee Maint 4548.59, Amb Levy 1083.33, Meter Dep 29.28, Umemp Comp Rsrv 254.54, Econ Dev Dept 12340.85, Vec Ctrl Dist Levy 17.38, Weed Maint Levy 240, Lodg Tax 5000, Sales Tax Op 20979.33, Sales Tax Rsrv 20368, Sales Tax Mini Mtch Rsrv 150, Rev Loan 50666.98, Handicap Park Fines 310, Gas/Oil/Etc 6043.79, PD Canine Unit 138.98, R/I Series 199B 182091.25, R/I 9800 64756.25, R/I 9902 141228.00, R/I #10303 Series 2003D, R/I 10405 (Flood Ph1) 143144.00, R/I #10506 (2-2-03 + 1-1-04) 87745.00, R/I #10607 (Flood Mit 11/7) 130736.13, R/I #9698 Series 199B 110241.50, 5-2-97 (Flood Phase II) 4038.05, Spring Flooding 2009 29653.95, 8-1-06 Dakota Ave 46.00, 8-1-06 Dak Ave Side Strts 22156.50, 8-2-03 SthSide Strm Sew 4373.00, 09-01-04 Urv Roads Mtc 56469.82.
Huwe said that this month is probably the biggest dollar month short of making significant contractor payments.  She said this has almost $1,000,000 of bond payments in the total, which are due only once a year.
Motion carried 7-0.

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

· Mayor’s Ad Hoc Cmt. on EDC/CDC in ED (T.B.D.)

· Planning Commission May 21st, 4:00 p.m. 

· PW/PS Cmt. May 26th,   12:00 p.m

· Finance Cmt. May 27th, 12:00 p.m. – rescheduled due to Memorial Day

Motion by Wateland, seconded by Hansey to adjourn.    
_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Erickson City Coordinators Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by sme. 

