City of Wahpeton Minutes

October 8th, 2007
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a special meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 8th day of October 2007, beginning at 12:05 p.m.
The following members were present: Mayor Sturdevant; Council members Mitskog, Beyer, Tollefson and Bohn.
The following members were absent: Hansey, Schmidt and Wateland. 
Officers present: City Coordinator Kessel, Attorney Lies, Public Works Director Nelson, Economic Development Director Priebe and Finance Director Huwe.  
Others present: City Coordinator Assistant Burchill. 
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order at 12:05pm. 

The special meeting was called to discuss the lodging tax that was passed at the last council meeting. Lies stated that he was not aware that the State would have a problem with the way that the ordinance was written but explained that after second reading was held he was asked to make some changes.  We must put a separate caption on the ordinance specifying that 1% is for lodging and restaurant tax although it is also used for general funds for tourism and applied to lodging.  We must also specify that there is no 3% payback to the hotels for collecting the tax.  In order for this to be effective as of January 1st, 2008 and allow for a 60 day window of time when it can be referred, it must be finalized in October. 
Motion by Tollefson to recommend first reading of the ordinance to amend the Lodging Tax Ordinance 898.  
Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Bohn to adjourn.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by tpb.  
