Committee of the Whole
November 18, 2009

Present:  Mayor Sturdevant, Bajumpaa, Mitskog, Bertsch, Schmidt, Hansey, and Bohn.
Absent:  DeVries and Wateland.
Also Present:  Johnson, Priebe, Broadland, Nelson, Lies, Thorsteinson, Huwe, and Appell.

Mayor Sturdevant called the Committee of the Whole meeting to order at 5:15pm.

Building Codes Overview
Building Official Johnson presented a Power Point Presentation.  Johnson discussed the following items:  building permit process, new construction, additions, residential work, and renovations.  Johnson answered questions regarding specific projects that require building permits.  
Notice of code violations-code official must serve a notice of violation in writing.

Stop Work Order-when code official finds any work regulated by code performed dangerous or unsafe and must tell them when work can resume.  Appeal process based on a claim and the City Council acts as the appeal board.  

Final Approval certificate occupancy will be issued when code and compliance are complete.  

Priebe explained the difference between covenants and code and the City does not enforce covenants only building code.  

Reviewed the contractor licensing process.  Johnson reported the number and value of building permits so far in 2009.  

Community Marketing Update

Priebe gave a power point presentation with regard to the community marketing effort.  Entities involved in marketing the community are the City, Chamber of Commerce, Red River Valley Concierge, Twin Town Abmassadors, Economic Development, NDSCS and others.  Each group has goals that they are trying to achieve and will work in a collaborative alliance.    

Priebe discussed the HyettPalma downtown action agenda.  Priebe distributed the plan that was presented to the City from HyettPalma after their site visit.  Mitskog asked if the HyettPalma Downtown Action Agenda is available for the new Council members and it was stated that it is available on the City website.  Priebe stated that both cities have adopted the action plan.  

Priebe discussed the walk about, the summer stimulus sale, City video project, working with Gov Office on the City web page, reviewing the profile of the comprehensive plan, and the removal of two properties with the NSP grant.  

Priebe discussed various networking web sites such as facebook and twitter.  

Priebe will be sending out an Request For Proposals for a marketing plan.  

Mitskog would like the City to be more aggressive with promoting Wahpeton and held discussion with NDSCS with regard to marketing.  The RFP has evolved to hire a marketing consultant and concerns with the Dakota Avenue reconstruction project in 2010.  Priebe is working with KVLY on “Invest in Your Valley”.  Bajumpaa asked about the visitor center and the zoo, it was stated that the visitor center was at the zoo during the summer.  Mitskog asked whose role is it to welcome visitors to the community, discussion was held.  The Committee discussed putting a packet of information together for visitor’s of Wahpeton.  

Planning Extreme Weather Events

Nelson stated the snow policy discusses plugging driveways and knocked down mailboxes.  Nelson would like to discuss a “snow emergency” as it was used last winter.  The snow emergency declaration prohibits parking on emergency routes and can progress to a no travel declaration.  If there is no travel advised in the City limits Police Chief Thorsteinson consults with Nelson who notifies the Mayor.  If people are traveling there are enforcement implications; the Police Department will issue a no travel advisory in the City.  Thorsteinson stated a no travel advisory is made by officers that are patrolling and will go through the radio station to let the public know.  The Highway patrol has the authority to close the gates on the highway; it is not the authority of the City Police to open and close roads.  Nelson asked if declarations should be City wide or for a specific area or segment.  Mayor asked about putting snow fence around 16th avenue; Nelson stated looking at putting up snow drift fence.  Richland County is prepared with snow blowers and a plow truck to keep 16th Avenue open.  Nelson stated that there is a table top meeting with regard to snow emergency on December 16th at Richland County.  
______________________________________
Mayor Sturdevant

______________________________________

Angie Appell, Finance Assistant – Minutes respectfully submitted by aja.
