City Council Meeting
Date September 15, 2008
Time 5:00 pm
________________________________________________________________________
Council Members Present:  Hansey, Schmidt, Bohn, Mayor Sturdevant, Bertsch, DeVries, Tollefson
Council Members Absent: Mitskog, Wateland
Staff Present:  MacIver, Priebe, Kessel, Huwe, Nelson, Thorsteinson, Johnson (via phone conference)

Staff Absent:  Lies
Others Present:  Manock, Appell, Attorney Bullis
________________________________________________________________________
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order 5:05 pm.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Berstch to approve the September 2, 2008 Council Minutes.  Motion carried 6-0.
PUBLIC HEARING-
Doug Krueger- owner of KB Roofing in Wahpeton.  His stated his first concern is with the code administrator pertaining to a situation at the Wahpeton Community Center (WCC).  Krueger said he had a run in with Todd, when Todd asked if he was “putting on a few miles today” as he was driving around the WCC Building.  Krueger said he has pictures and specs of the roof of the Community Center regarding things that were not followed to code.  Krueger had a concern with the quality of work that was done with the roof on the WCC. This issue was referred to Finance for the meeting scheduled for the 29th of September.  Krueger was told he will be notified for sure when he is on the schedule for this meeting.
Krueger also noted a second issue regarding building permits.  Krueger had a fire on his property earlier in the year, and completed some work on the house while waiting for the insurance to go through. Krueger didn’t have a permit when completing this work, so Todd told Krueger to come and get a building permit. When Krueger came to get the permit he was charged double for obtaining the permit, and would like the reason for this.  This issue is referred to PW/PS for the 23rd of September at 12:00 pm.
Priebe asked to suspend the rules for the public hearing for WCCO Belting.  
Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Bohn to suspend the rules.  Motion carried.

Priebe handed out a sheet for all those present at the hearing to sign.  
Priebe said the application for this hearing was submitted by Tracy Anderson, but since she couldn’t attend Jane presented it for her.  The application is in regards to a building expansion of 18,000 square feet, and the purchase of equipment to accommodate strong growth in agricultural markets world wide.  Total project cost is estimated to be $2.25 million.  Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding totals $500,000, which will be used to purchase new equipment.  Job creation from this project is roughly 30 full time positions.
Priebe asked if there were any written protests, and Kessel stated that there were no written protests at that time.  Mayor Sturdevant then asked if there were any protests from audience members, and there were none.
REPORTS
City Coordinator Kessel - Site Authorizations, permits and raffles

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following and moved its adoption:
Raffle – St. Catherine’s Living Center

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bohn, Motion Passed 6-0.

Kessel stated the hearing for Interstate Property Management-Garbage (IPM-G) will not be held tonight, but will be rescheduled for Tuesday September 23rd at the Council of the Whole Meeting at about 5:30 pm.  IPM-G’s garbage hauling license will still be only good through Friday September 26th.  Kessel had received some concerns today about garbage has not been picked up, so he called IPM about it.  The IPM representative stated they hadn’t picked up the garbage because they were having issues with machinery, and were trying to get the garbage truck repaired, but would have the garbage picked up.
Kessel said the contracts for indigent defense and alternative indigent defense are complete.  These are two year contracts, and the same firm re-upped so there is little change to the contracts. 
Kessel noted that Business after Hours will be held October 27th, from 5-7:30 pm at the Wahpeton Eagles Club.  Kessel said if anyone was interested in going to this event to contact Sarah Manock and she would get tickets for them.
Kessel had a request for referral for Agreement of Intent related to LAWA to Finance/ED Dev Committee. Mayor referred this issue to Finance.  
Tollefson asked if the county is taking the lead on this LAWA project.  Kessel answered by explaining that the water was not intended to come in city limits, but be used for areas out of city limits.  They are trying to schedule a meeting for mid October, and the goal of the meeting is to create a coalition between the county, Richland County Job Development Authority, Southeast water users, and the City of Wahpeton.  The county would be the lead for this coalition. 
Kessel had a Public Notice:  there will be a sandbag fill on October 4th and 11th from 9am-1pm at the Southside Street Shop.  The bags and sand will be free of charge, and will be used as needed for residents who have flooding issues at there homes.  This will help keep residents off the streets by having the sandbags at their homes during emergency flood situations. 
Kessel noted that Fall Cleanup will be October 13th -17th.  The waste will not be collected at the resident’s homes as with the Spring Cleanup.  Residents have to bring in their waste to Waste Management located at 1016 S 11th St.    There are some items that are not permitted with this cleanup such as batteries, shingles, hazardous waste, and construction or remodeling materials.
Kessel shared that the Community Center will have their open house on September 29th from 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm.  There will be tours and refreshments served during the open house.

The Council education session that was scheduled for this meeting will be postponed to the Special Council Meeting on September 23rd.

Schmidt asked if there is a vector control meeting on September 29th.  Huwe confirmed this meeting date, and noted it is a county appointed board and this is why it wasn’t on the agenda for tonight’s meeting.
ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   No formal report
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  
Activity Report- 
Priebe noted that she was looking to pass a couple of resolutions at this meeting regarding Tax Increment Financing Abatements and PILOT.

TIF Abatements: TIF abatement applications can be considered only if regional improvements have adequate increment retiring the bonds. The tax incentive is calculated on the following basis: 1. 10% of the total construction cost OR 50% of “eligible” costs WHICHEVER IS LESS 2. Maximum term shall be Five Years 3. Fees schedule: (a.) 5% on the first $10,000 of the eligible costs (b.) 1% on the balance (c.) A non-refundable fee of $150 which will be credited back IF the application is approved. 
PILOT- city recommendation came out more restrictive than the state law, which is allowable.  They will only be accepting primary sector applicants for PILOT.  

Requirements for PILOT: 1. Maximum abatement is 10% of total eligible costs 2. Maximum term of 5 years 3. Non-refundable $150 application fee.  It is also required to have a representative for the school district make a comment, this is a non-voting voice but is still required.
Priebe stated that WCCO belting has applied for CDBG and we are at the point of needing to negotiate with them.  She asked if the Mayor would appoint members for the negotiating committee for this issue.  The mayor appointed the following members for this committee:  Priebe, Huwe, Broadland, Kessel, Bohn, and Sturdevant.
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by DeVries to approve the appointments for the negotiating committee. Motion carried.
Resolutions Tax Increment Financing 3349.  Amending

Bohn offered, seconded by Tollefson.  Motion carried.

3350 To establish PILOT.

Hansey offered, Bertsch seconded.  Motion carried.

Priebe stated that a notice to competitors is not needed for WCCO Belting, as there are no other belting competitors in the area.
Motion by Bohn; seconded by Tollefson to confirm no notification is needed as WCCO has no competitors in the area. Motion carried.

FINANCE DIRECTOR HUWE-

Huwe stated that we adopted an ordinance in 2006 that stipulates that we will offer second reading of the budget ordinance at the 2nd council meeting in September. However, we have some new information that will affect our 2009 budget.  She requested that the second reading for the Budget Ordinance #915 be offered, and also requested to table the discussion until the special council meeting on September 23rd.  Huwe stated the issues to be discussed are the subsidy for ambulance services, projected revenue deficiencies: one regarding the mill value and the other is regarding short fall in projected miscellaneous revenue.  The projected revenue deficiencies were referred to Finance for Monday the 22nd.  The ambulance subsidy was referred to both Finance and PW/PS.  The voting for the Ordinance will take place on September 23rd at the Special Council Meeting.
Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt to table Second reading of ordinance 915.
LIBRARIAN MACIVER-
Potential Grants- MacIver said the Library received information from state historical society that they didn’t receive their grant but were encouraged to apply again next year.
The Library also received a mini-grant that will amount to about $5000. This grant is for using the inter-library loan program, which lends books to other libraries in the state.
The Library Board has nominated the Friends of the Library for an award given by the ND Library Association which they have received.  The Friends of the Library have given over $35000 through the years by selling $3 chocolate desserts for the Library.  The Friends will receive their plaque at the Library Convention in Bismarck at the end of this month.
The Library will be offering free family movies to the public once a month from September through December.
The Library will be offering free computer classes in October, and anyone interested just has to call to get registered for the class.
POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON – No formal report
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON-
Community Center Change Orders 9G and 10G- Nelson stated that those change orders have been reviewed by the WCC board, and the board’s recommendation is to be approved by council.  
9G- Provide all materials and labor required to install the bicycle racks as per Proposal request 16G.  The total cost for change order 9G is $1457.50.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Bertsch to approve change order 9G.   

Bertsch asked if this amount is in the budget.  Nelson stated that there is a 5% contingency for change orders in the project budget.  The projected total change order is 5.5%, but the overall project budget is still being met.
Role call vote: Voting aye: Hansey, Bertsch, Bohn, Tollefson, Schmidt, DeVries, Voting nay: None
10G- Proposal request 14G walkway pads at perimeter of roof top unit totaling $1193.50, and Proposal request 15G relocation of east and west basketball backboard totaling $1725.75.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by DeVries to approve change order 10G totaling $2919.25. 
Role call vote: Voting aye: Hansey, Bertsch, Bohn, Tollefson, Schmidt, DeVries, Voting nay: None

Nelson made a request for referral of Drought Management Plan for Water System to PW/PS.  Mayor Referred to this to PW/PS.
Nelson requested a referral of the request for proposal for the Southside Drainage Basin Plan to PW/PS. Mayor referred this to PW/PS.
Nelson requested a referral of the request for proposal for a facility plan for the south side and old town sanitary sewer trunk mains and lift stations number two and three. Mayor referred this to PW/PS.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR- No formal report
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS
Finance Committee –  
Residence Issue for Officer Cory- Tollefson stated that with the support of police chief and sergeants they did have a unanimous recommendation.  

Tollefson would like to make a motion to approve the 45-minute response time request for Officer Cory, seconded by Bohn.
Hansey asked where officer Cory lives.  Cory stated that he lives in West Fargo, and currently renting.
Devries brought up the fact the non-disruption clause was an important piece of the request, and helped him accept this proposal.  He feels it is important to have people live and work in Wahpeton, whether they are a city employee or not.  DeVries feels that we make it imperative that people live and work in Wahpeton in the future.  

Cory noted that this is probably a temporary situation, but at this time it is not feasible for him to live in Wahpeton.  Sturdevant noted that in the past there was a policy that people who worked for the city must also live in Wahpeton.  He said he opposed the change back then for having people live outside of Wahpeton yet still be employed by the city. He said he now has softened a little, but still feels that West Fargo is too far out of the vicinity of Wahpeton.
Kessel stated that he would like to have the best staff as possible for the job, and feels that Officer Cory is a good officer and doesn’t want to lose him.  He feels that in a broader perspective that Officer Cory is receiving something that no other officer will receive.  Kessel feels that the 30 minute response time is very important, and has concerns that the 45 minute response time won’t allow sufficient response time.  Kessel stated that having two officers receive the 45 minute response time wouldn’t be possible.
Chief Thorsteinson- Stated that he feels that he needs to accommodate this situation in order to keep a good employee.  He feels that the response time is not an issue at this time; however he feels that the weather could affect his travel time in the winter months.  If the travel in the winter does affect his response time Thorsteinson would like to revisit the issue at that time.

Officer Cory stated that he is getting married next summer, and his fiancée is a single mother who is in the air national guard and would rather have himself traveling on the roads than his fiancée with a two year old child.  He has spoken with other officers who would be willing to let him stay over if there is a storm coming.
Bertsch noted that Attorney Lies brought up the costs associated with training a new employee and appreciated Cory’s request.
Roll call vote: Voting aye: Bohn, Tollefson, Schmidt, DeVries, and Bertsch. Voting nay: Hansey. Motion carried 5-1.
Twin Town Ambassadors Funds for Hanging Flowers Project- Tollefson stated the unanimous decision to allocate funds to this project for 2009, in the amount of $750.
Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Bohn to approve the allocation of fund for the Hanging Flowers Project. Role call vote: Voting aye: Bertsch, Hansey, DeVries, Schmidt, Tollefson, and Bohn.  Voting nay: none. Motion carried 6-0.

Public Works Committee –  
Hansey stated the last meeting was well attended by the citizens.  The committee heard the report from Kessel and Nelson on the emergency response plan, and Nelson updated the council on the Southside drainage system.  The next meeting for a status report on the Southside will be held October 15th at 5pm.  
Also discussed and took action on a change order for Comstock Construction regarding the Flood Improvements at Harry Stern airport.  There was a savings in this project due to dirt and equalization piping that was not needed totaling a deduction of $69,880.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by DeVries to accept change order deduct. Motion carried 6-0.
Hansey said that vector control was discussed and spraying will be done when necessary.  Concerns about dirt bikes and four wheelers on the levy were discussed, and the City Attorney will be looking at fine assessments and then will go to PW/PS committee.  If this doesn’t help the situation further action will then be taken.
Next regular PW/PS meeting is at 12:00 pm on September 23rd.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

Motion by Hansey seconded by Tollefson to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried  6-0.  

BILLS – Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Bohn to approve the disbursement of bills in the amount of $868,018.55.  Motion carried 6-0.

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL September 22nd – 12:00 pm
  
* PUBLIC WORKS 
September 23rd 
         

 
* FLOOD 




  


* VECTOR CONTROL







Motion by Tollefson, seconded by DeVries to adjourn.  5:58 pm.
_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Manock City Coordinators Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by smm. 

