City Council Meeting
February 17, 2009
5:00 pm

Council Members Present:  Bertsch, Wateland, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Sturdevant
Council Members Absent: Hansey, Mitskog
Staff Present:  Priebe, MacIver, Huwe, Nelson, Lies, Broadland
Others Present: Appell, Erickson
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order.  5:02 Pm
Motion by Wateland, seconded by Bertsch to approve the February 2, 2009 Council Minutes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
REPORTS
INTERIM CITY COORDINATOR/FINANCE DIRECTOR HUWE – 
Huwe requested the referral of the following items to the Finance Committee:

-Media Relations Policy – New policy that is to be added to the employee policy hand book.  Sturdevant referred this to Finance Committee.
-Travel Expense Policy – Revised to include pre-authorization for long distance travel.

There is a posed paragraph to be added which was made in Leadership Team. Sturdevant referred this to Finance Committee.
-Community Room Rental Policy – Huwe requested review by the public works committee of the Community Room Rental Policy. Mayor Sturdevant referred this issue to the PW/PS Committee.

Public Access Channel Update- Huwe noted that Midcontinent closed their doors, so now the community no longer has access to updating the Public Page of the TV.  Huwe noted that Tessa Ihland from RRVC has been coming in to update the pages lately, but she has been in contact with some one from Midcontinent about some updates.  She said that Ray Olson from Midcontinent stopped in last Friday to discuss technology and access updates and changes are expected in the next few weeks.  She said she will keep everyone up to date with this issue.
Legislative Updates-
Huwe said today was the final day for bills and resolutions to be reported on in the house of origin.
She said we have been watching House bill 1268 very carefully– Which is proposed is to repeal sales tax from clothing and it passed the house 66-26 today.  She said we have been in contact with our legislators regarding the potential loss of revenue in sales taxes and state aid distributed to cities.  Retail trade accounted or 32.76% of taxable sales in 3rd quarter 2008 and 40.27% of taxable sales in 2007.  
Huwe noted applying state wide collections to local dollars would represent $476,125 of the $1,319,546 collected in Wahpeton in 2008.  Current allocations of sales tax dollars are 40% flood mitigation, 40% economic development and 20% recreation.  The debt repayment for flood mitigation this year is $585,604.

House bill 1268 regarding State Traffic Fines was also defeated with a do not pass from the House of Representatives, this defeat effectively freezes local fines.  Legislative issues will become more pressing and our monitoring more vigilant after cross-over.  She said this is somewhat of a loss of local control.
There will not be a league of cities phone conference this Friday due to cross over.  She said there will be a coffee with the legislators this Saturday at NDSCS in the Student Center at 10:00am which provides a valuable opportunity to hear reports from our legislators and to ask questions about legislation.
Huwe reminded everyone that Celebrate Cities day at the Legislature will be held on Friday February 27th in Bismarck.  She said that we will be leaving on Thursday, February 26th at 1:00pm.  She also noted that we have 5 rooms reserved and to let Sarah Erickson know if they would like to attend by noon on Friday February 18th. 
Huwe requested to approve any site authorizations or special permits.  

Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

Raffle-Fraternal Order of Police
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries, Motion Passed 6-0.
ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   No Formal Report
ATTORNEY LIES – 

Mutual Cooperation agreement with Fergus Falls, MN Fire Department-  Lies stated that the city of Fergus Falls has brought forth the idea of entering into a mutual aid agreement with them in regards to the Fire Department.  He said there is some concern about this so he would like this referred to the PW/PS.  Sturdevant referred this to PW/PS Committee.
Rail Road Easement for Levy Project-
Lies said we need an easement and temporary construction easement from the Burlington Northern Sante Fe company, where our levy will be built across their tracks within the right of way.  Lies said that he has been doing some negotiations with the rail road based on negotiations that they already had with the City of Breckenridge.  He said that we are only taking up 9600 square feet.  He said that Rail Road Company would waive the administrative fees of $2000.00 and he would like authorization from the City Council to authorize up to $5600 of flood funds to go toward the rail road easement.

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Wateland to authorize up to $5600.00 of flood funds go toward the easement and temporary construction easement for the levy project.
Bohn asked what fund this money would be coming out of.  Lies said that this fund would be flood project fund.
Bajumpaa asked how Lies came up with the $5600.  Lies stated that Breckenridge had a very extensive valuation done by an appraiser and their total lands averaged out to be $0.30 per square foot and this land in Wahpeton is at $0.60 per square foot because the railroad felt this land was more valuable.
Bertsch asked if this money is available.  Huwe said that yes there is cash on hand for this project. 

Bohn asked if this takes the land out of tax roles at all. Lies said that this doesn’t do anything to the land as it is just an easement.  

Bajumpaa asked what the duration of the easement is, and Lies said it is perpetual except for the temporary construction easement which is a onetime thing.

Roll call vote: Voting aye: Schmidt, Bohn, Bertsch, Wateland, DeVries, Bajumpaa.  Voting nay: none.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  
Visitors Committee Annual Report- Priebe went over the Visitors Committee hand out and went through the members of the Committee.  Priebe noted there has been a gradual increase in lodging tax receipts beginning in 2007 because of a 1% tax that was collected for a Lewis and Clark celebration was given back to the cities.  She also went through the yearly expenses incurred by the visitor’s committee.
Activity Report- Priebe noted that she and the mayor spent half a day meeting with Tom Linn from the State Historical Society.  They reviewed the historic tax credits and Renaissance Zone Program.  Three properties were discussed: Globe Gazette, Opera House and for National Bank Building.  She said we may have an application or two for the National Register of Historic Places.
Neighborhood Stabilization Grant- Priebe noted that she got the grant money in the amount of $230,000. Priebe said that now that the grant has been awarded she will have start the activities as outlined and cannot deviate from the guidelines. She would like the council to allow up to $32,000 from the real estate fund for the acquisition of three properties located at: 403 6th St N, 523 7th St N, and 211 5th Ave N.

Motion by Bohn, seconded by DeVries to allow up to $32,000 from the real estate fund for the acquisition of three properties located at: 403 6th St N, 523 7th St N, and 211 5th Ave N.  
Bohn asked if there is a timeline to make these properties available for home buyers .  Priebe said they are hoping to have the properties ready to be live in 18 months. 

Roll call vote: voting aye: Bohn, Bertsch, Wateland, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa. Voting nay: none.

Priebe announced that the Dreams Auction will be Friday April 3rd, 2009 and she will have tickets available for sale.
Priebe requested referral pulling in Milt Mergens who is a design architect for a teleconference.  She said he will provide a test case on a building in Wahpeton.  Sturdevant referred this issue to the Finance Committee.
FINANCE DIRECTOR HUWE– See Interim City Coordinator
LIBRARIAN MACIVER – No Formal Report
POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON – No Formal Report
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON – 

Nelson requested referral to PW Committee an Agreement with Ethanol Products, LLC for Liquid Carbon Dioxide for Water Treatment Plant.  Mayor Sturdevant referred this issue to the PW/PS Committee.
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee –  Met on Friday February 9th, 2009 at 12pm.
Chamber Partnership for Progress-

In the past the City has contributed $5000 each year to the RRVC. Bohn said there was a unanimous recommendation to EDC to fund RRVC support of $5000 for 2009.

Bohn said there was also a request from the Chamber of Commerce for $25,000 appropriation for programs that they run.  She said that last year a Partnership for Progress, which had guidelines that were not met to the standards that were expected.
Bohn said there was another unanimous recommendation to EDC to redirect fund from Chamber Support to the Downtown Revitalization Project.

Lease Agreement with Jacobson Transport for building at 688 4th Ave S (former 4-H Building) - Bohn said there was a unanimous recommendation to remove this topic from the agenda, and to be put back on the agenda when the building is ready for a Request for Proposal.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to remove Lease Agreement with Jacobson Transport for building at 688 4th Ave S (former 4-H Building) from the Finance Committee agenda.  Motion Carried 6-0.

Public Works Committee – No Formal Report
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

Motion by Bohn seconded by Wateland to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 6-0.  

BILLS – Gen Fun 269,410.06, Wat Oper 38829.37, San Sewer 17754.35, Waste Removal 17979.15, Vect Cont 2125.22, Street Light 1389.46, Lib Levy 17026.81, Adver Levy 302.95, Airprt Levy 449.96, Plan Com 1742.79, Empl Safety Com 306.00, Ann Res WH -3445.00, Cap Impr 228452.59, Asst of Firefghtr Grant 594.00, Real estate levy 113.84, Snow/Fld Emer Levy 1590.00, Levee Maint 2768.39, Ambul Levy 1083.33, Econ Evel Dept 12051.90, Vec Cntrl Dis Levy 89.98, Weed Maint Levy 420.00, Lodg Tax 974.40, Sales Tax Op 14333.33, Sales Tax Reserve 87293.52, Revolv Loan 3206.37, Gas-Oil -2118.75, Golf Course Don 500, R/I #9395 75670.00, R/I #9596 450.86, R/I 9800 -2344.42, R/I #10003 30907.00, R/I 10506 1893.56, ½ Sales tax fund 5377.72, 5-2-97(Flood Phase II) 126.50, 11th St Shared Use 120200.92.

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the disbursement of bills in the amount of $947,506.16.  Motion carried 6-0.

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL February 23, 12pm

  
* PUBLIC WORKS February 24, 12pm

         

 
* FLOOD 




  


* VECTOR CONTROL
* EDC March 11th @ 11:30


* Capital Improvements Committee February 25, 12pm





Motion by Wateland, seconded by Bertsch to adjourn. 5:35 pm
_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Erickson City Coordinators Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by sme. 

