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Meeting Objectives 

• Recap visioning sessions 

• Vision 

• Guiding Principles 

• Focus Area Directions 

– Southwest 

– Downtown 

– Highway 210 

• Next Steps 



Visioning Session Recap 
Attendance 

• Southwest - 10 

• Community Visioning – 9 

• Downtown – 9 

• Highway 210 - 11 



Long-Range Community Vision 
• City’s Comprehensive Plan last updated in 1997 

• Current plan is based on significant community 

growth projected from 1996 - 2015: 

– Population 

– Number of households 

– Number of jobs 

• Current plan’s “vision”- planned development that 

contributes to Wahpeton’s quality of life and creates 

a strong, growing & diversified economy at the 

lowest possible cost to taxpayers 

• Plan has many goals, objectives and policies 



Vision – What We Heard 

• Great Place to Live with Great Neighborhoods 

• Strong Economy & Employment Center 

• Regional Hub for Jobs, Services & Commerce 

• Unique & Quaint Traditional Small Town 

• Regional/State Tourism & Recreation Destination 

• Center for Cultural, Historic & Arts Activities 

• High Growth Community 

• Other 

– Educational Center – “College Town”  (both groups) 

– Flood Protection – City Safe 

– Very Active Small Business Development Program 

 



Vision - Directions 

• Celebrate what is here and build off of it 

– Great Place to Live 

– Employment Center 

– Regional Services Center 

– Traditional Small Town 

– “College Town” 

• What’s missing or not needed 



Guiding Principles 
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Focus Areas 

• Southwest 

• Downtown 

• Highway 210 

January 24, 2010 Community Visioning Session 



Focus Areas - Southwest 
• Increase east-west street connections 

• Continue industrial focus with examination 

of area south of 6th Avenue S  

• Look at Hwy 127 corridor generally as non-

residential with exception of property 

adjacent to existing housing 

• Evaluate land suitability and infrastructure 

feasibility for residential development west 

of Hwy 127 and south of old Hwy 13 

 



Focus Areas - Southwest 
• Evaluate appropriateness of commercial 

between old and new Hwy 13 due to 

visibility, access limitations, railroad 

impacts and infrastructure feasibility 

 

 



Focus Areas - Downtown 
• Roles and Functions 

– City’s primary shopping district 

– Dining & entertainment district 

– Regional/State tourism destination 

– Community gathering places 

– Civic/institutional center 

– Unique downtown housing options 

– Employment center 

– Community cultural & historic district 

 



Focus Areas - Downtown 
• 3rd to 7th St on Dakota Avenue 

– Traditional walkable retail district 

– Additional housing on upper floors 

– Cultural/historic district 

• 7th to 11th St on Dakota Avenue 

– Auto-oriented retail 

– Dining & entertainment district 

– Housing on upper floors or in stand-alone 

buildings 

 



Focus Areas - Downtown 
• Western Gateway to Downtown 

– Employment center 

– Area for larger size retail uses 

• Eastern Gateway to Downtown 

– Tourist destination – links to parks 

– Dining & entertainment 

 

 

 

 



Focus Areas - Downtown 
• 2nd Avenue 

– Residential on east near river 

– Employment & civic institutions between 3rd 

and 6th Streets 

– Higher density housing as possible on west 

• South of tracks 

– Removed from Downtown Focus Area 

– Focus should be on residential rather than 

commercial uses 

 



Focus Areas – Highway 210 
• Maintain industrial focus north of Hwy 210 

• Review commercial and industrial mix north 

of 16th Avenue 

• Review commercial and residential mix 

south of 16th Avenue 

• Explore higher density housing along 

Wheatland Road 

 

 



Development Phasing 
• Reexamination of relationship between 

2030 Land Use Plan, Zoning and 

Infrastructure Phasing 

• Residential 

– Considerations 

• Access 

• Separation of uses 

1. South of 16th Avenue and west of Highway 

210 

2. Southwest area 

3. West of Highway 210 and railroad tracks 

 



Development Phasing - Residential 
• Considerations 

– Access 

– Adjacent land uses 

– Infrastructure 

• Potential phases 

1. South of 16th Avenue and west of Highway 

210 

2. Southwest area 

3. West of Highway 210 and railroad tracks 

 



Development Phasing - Commercial 
• Considerations 

– Visibility 

– Access 

– Infrastructure 

• Potential Phases 

1. Downtown reinvestment and infill of Hwy 210  

2. Explore expansion areas 

1. South of 16th Avenue and West of Highway 210 

2. Along Highway 127 

3. Along Highway 13 

 



Next Steps 
• Update the Plan 

• Community Review Meetings 

 

 


