City Council Meeting

January 20, 2009
5:00 pm

Council Members Present:  Sturdevant, Schmidt, Bohn, Bajumpaa, Hansey, Wateland (via phone), Bertsch, Mitskog
Council Members Absent: DeVries
Staff Present:  Broadland, Huwe, Priebe, Nelson, Lies, Thorsteinson, MacIver
Others Present: Appell, Erickson

Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order. 5:02 Pm

Motion by Bajumpaa, seconded by Bohn to approve the January 5, 2009 Council Minutes.  Motion carried 7-0.
PUBLIC HEARING

Mayor Sturdevant scheduled a hearing for Final Plat of Comstock Addition on February 2nd, 2009 which will be held at the Council Meeting.
REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS: 
INTERIM CITY COORDINATOR/FINANCE DIRECTOR HUWE –

Special Grant Presentation at NDSCS Tech Ctr- Huwe noted this presentation is on January 23rd at 10:45am.  Huwe said that we don’t know what this is for, so we are very excited for this presentation.
Huwe requested referral to Finance a request from the Arts Council for a Gallery on Dakota Ave.  Mayor referred this issue to Finance.
Designation of Depositories/Pledge of Assets –

Huwe noted that twice a year by Century Code, we present our funds on deposit.

	The Total Pledges and Requested Designated Depositories as of December 31, 2008 are:

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Designated Depository
	
	Funds on Deposit
	FDIC/NCUA
	Additional

	American Federal Bank
	
	none
	n/a
	n/a

	Bank of the West
	
	1,037,549.26
	250,000.00
	2,228,372.00

	Bremer Bank
	
	
	1,440,000.00
	n/a
	1,584,000.00

	First Community Credit Union
	
	none
	n/a
	n/a

	Gate City Fed Savings Bank
	
	none
	n/a
	n/a

	Peoples State Bank
	
	none
	n/a
	n/a

	State Bank & Trust
	
	none
	n/a
	n/a

	U.S. Bank
	
	
	100,000.00
	250,000.00
	n/a

	Wells Fargo Bank
	
	5,546,393.06
	n/a
	7,376,550.18

	
	
	
	8,123,942.32
	500,000.00
	11,188,922.18


Motion by Bohn, seconded by Schmidt to designate the depositories as listed.  Motion Carried.
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Bohn to approve the Financial Institutions pledge of assets. Motion carried.
Huwe requested approval of a contract with NRG Technologies Group Totaling $16,501.76 from the Capital Improvements Budget. 
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Mitskog to approve a contract with NRG technologies Group Totaling $16,501.76 from the Capital Improvements Budget.   


Role call vote: voting aye: Bohn, Bajumpaa, Schmidt, Wateland, Mitskog, Hansey, Bertsch. Voting nay: none.
Huwe requested that the Budget Amendments be referred to the. Finance Committee.  Mayor Sturdevant referred this issue to the Finance Committee.  
Huwe requested the Fiscal Year End be referred to the Finance Committee.  Mayor Sturdevant referred this issue to the Finance Committee.

ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   No Formal Report

ATTORNEY LIES - No Formal Report

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  

Activity Report – Priebe commented on the highlighted section of the Activity Report which stated there were two meetings held with the Development Team regarding NSP grant pre-application.  Priebe said that she did get the pre-application sent in on the deadline.
Priebe requested that the Neighborhood Stabilization Grant Program be referred to the Finance Committee.  Mayor Sturdevant referred this issue to the Finance Committee.

Wahpeton Visitor’s Committee 4th Quarter Report – 

Priebe commented on a grant received by the visitors committee totaling $3350.00.  The grant was written by Kathy Diekman, and they have received 25% of the grant proceeds so far.
Resource Room Update - 

Priebe noted that she is working with MEP in utilizing this space to administer the grant they have received. Priebe said they will be working with the city attorney to work up a lease agreement, even though there will be no rent charged to them.  Mayor Sturdevant asked how long the lease is, and Priebe noted that it will last however long it takes MEP to use up their grant money; however, it will initially be written for 12 months.
Priebe wanted to remind everyone of the Wahpeton CDC Annual meeting which will be held on Monday January 26th at the Community Center.  She noted the guest speaker will be Robert Dahl.
FINANCE DIRECTOR HUWE– See Interim City Coordinator

LIBRARIAN MACIVER –  No Formal Report

POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON –  No Formal Report

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON – 

Nelson requested a motion that the City sponsor a NDDOT Maintenance Project on Old Highway 13 as part of the Economic Recovery Package.  Nelson noted that this will require no funding from the city.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Mitskog to sponsor a NDDOT Maintenance Project on Old Highway 13 as part of the Economic Recovery Package. Motion carried. 

Nelson noted that this project will start this year to fit into the construction schedule.  Nelson noted that the City of Wahpeton can anticipate receiving between $650,000 and $1,000,000 for work on the city streets as part of this project.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM MAYOR

Mayor Sturdevant read a letter from St. John’s School inviting them to the school for an open house regarding Catholic Schools Week on January 26th. 
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Site Authorizations/Games of Chance:
Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

Ducks Unlimited-Site Authorization

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, Motion Passed 7-0.

Councilmember Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption:

Dale Formanek Benefit-Raffle

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Mitskog, Motion Passed 7-0.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:

NDSCS Catbackers-Raffle

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bajumpaa, Motion Passed 7-0.

Finance Committee –  

Bohn said that the Finance Committee met on January 12th and took action on the following items:

Design Manual:

Bohn said there was a unanimous recommendation to approve the Design Manual as presented.

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Mitskog to approve the Design Manual as presented. Motion carried.

Dakota Avenue Beautification Grant:

Bohn said there was a unanimous recommendation to amend the Dakota Ave Beautification grant as presented to be in the areas of 3rd St to 8th St with other sites eligible for historic designation on Dakota Ave.  This program ends 12-31-2011.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bertsch to amend the Dakota Ave Beautification grant as presented to be in the areas of 3rd St to 8th St with other sites eligible for historic designation on Dakota Ave.  Motion carried.

Central Business District Grant Program

Bohn said there was a unanimous recommendation to close the Central Business District Grant Program.

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Mitskog to close the Central Business District Grant Program. Motion carried.

Bohn said there was a unanimous recommendation to have Attorney Lies prepare an Ordinance requiring zero setbacks along Dakota Ave. for reconstruction or new construction from 3rd St to 8th St with provisions for a special exception with approval from City Council.

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to have Attorney Lies prepare an Ordinance requiring zero setbacks along Dakota Ave. for reconstruction or new construction from 3rd St to 8th St with provisions for a special exception with approval from City Council.  Motion carried.

Mitskog said the public is encouraged to go to City Hall or to Library to look at the Design Manual to see the possibilities for downtown.

Public Works Committee –  

Hansey said that the PW/PS Committee met on January 13th and took action on the following:

Hansey noted the committee discussed a request from Jim Link for reimbursement for sewer service repairs but took no action. 
Purchase of 2009 Squad Car

Hansey said there was unanimous recommendation to approve the purchase of a 2009 Ford Crown Victoria RWD from Vision Ford for $24,627.00 with a $2000 allowance for equipment swapping.  Hansey noted that they also had a bid from Dakota Chrysler but the price that was given by them could vary.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt to approve the purchase of a 2009 Ford Crown Victoria RWD from Vision Ford for $24,627.00 with a $2000 allowance for equipment swapping.  Motion carried.  
Discussion was had on the features of the car being purchased. 

Mitskog asked if the committee looked into purchasing a vehicle with four wheel drive.  It was noted that the committee did not look into purchasing a four wheel drive vehicle this time.  Further discussion was had on a four wheel drive vehicle being purchased in the future.
Role call vote: voting aye: Bohn, Bajumpaa, Schmidt, Wateland, Mitskog, Hansey, Bertsch. Voting nay: none.
Professional Services Agreement with Interstate Engineering, Inc for the Urban Roads Maintenance Projects 2009.

Hansey said there was a unanimous recommendation to approve the Professional Services Agreements with Interstate Engineering, Inc for the Urban Roads Maintenance Projects 2009.  Contract totals are $56,156 to be funded from the Special Street Mtc. Fund.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt to approve the Professional Services Agreements with Interstate Engineering, Inc for the Urban Roads Maintenance Projects 2009.  Contract totals are $56,156 to be funded from the Special Street Mtc. Fund.  

Bohn asked Nelson what the contract would consist of. Nelson said that the design work, if we don’t end up with the grant money may be done over several years instead of doing all of the work in one year.  Nelson further discussed the logistics of the project.
Hansey amended the motion to state the contracts totals to be $56,626 instead of $56,156.
Role call vote: voting aye: Bohn, Bajumpaa, Schmidt, Wateland, Mitskog, Hansey, Bertsch. Voting nay: none.

Hansey said the last thing the committee discussed was a request by David Badgley to look into the sump pump ordinance.  It was a recommendation by the committee to draft a letter amending the sump pump ordinance.
RESOLUTIONS

Lies stated that there is no need for a Portable Sign Fee as it was covered in the Sign Code Resolution.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

Motion by Schmidt seconded by Bohn to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 7-0.  

BILLS –  
Gen Fund 243115.70, Water Op 95185.61, Sanitary Sewer 54192.60, Waste Removal19279.75, waste reduction 6159.71, vector control 1599.18, street lighting 10219.78, library levy 17451.96, advertising levy 4777.40, airport 4-mill levy 449.96, plan com levy 2411.59, social security levy 21947.62, retirement fund 17921.13, annual reserve -3246.68, cap improve fund 44352.24, fd bldg & equip levy 33895.06, asstce of firefighter grant 5826.44, real estate levy 24812.11, special street maint fund 103875.18, snow/flood emerg levy 25995.29, levee maint 5733.24, ambulance levy 2083.33, meter deposits trust fund 213.21, econ devel dept 22994.91, misc fund -301.22, tax increm fund 1250.00, 1% lodg tax(ddtl 1/1/08) 2500.00, weed main 3121.25, lodg tax 993.09, sales tax op 48815.47, sales tax reserve 112736.99, sales tax mini match rsrv 150.00, revlving loan 36542.22, gas-oil -309.28, golf course donations 750.00, city hall loan pmts 119518.31, ½ sales tax fund 15786.16, R/I #10708 westside tif -7182.08, 5-2-97 (flood phase II) 214841.89, 1-1-06 19th St & 16th Ave 538576.15, 08-02-02 southside storm sewer 14487.50.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Wateland to approve the disbursement of bills in the amount of $1,863,522.77.  Motion carried 7-0.

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL Wednesday January 28th 12pm

  

* PUBLIC WORKS 
Tuesday January 27, 2009 12pm
         

 

* FLOOD 




  


* VECTOR CONTROL

* MAYOR’S AD HOC CMT Thursday January 29th 12pm





Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn. 5:37 pm

_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Erickson City Coordinators Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by sme. 

